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Popular Maine Township Swing into Spring
Senior Expo Set for April 20, 2018 at Golf Mill

I hope your Thanksgiving
was great! I wish you
all a healthy and happy
Winter! Fall has been
one of our busiest times.
A few highlights
since our last newsletter—
• The Summer season ended with a bang
when Carol Langan, Director of the Food
Pantry was asked to have our pantry be the
beneficiary of a new Park Ridge event – The
Vine Street Barbeque headed by Jamie Rubin
and sponsored by numerous generous local
businesses and residents. It was a great
success! We so appreciate the $6,979 donation
to our Food Pantry!

• The fall also saw our agency funding
hearings. Agency funding is a core
mission of the Township. Each year social
service agencies apply to us for funding
by completing a thorough application and
presentation to help the Board determine
those that best serve our township population.
Public sector agency funding has come under
attack in recent years and decreased State
funding has left many Township members in
dire straits. As our Township is one of the few
governments with a balanced budget, zero
debt, and zero mortgage, Townships are in the
best position to directly aid our needy without
duplication of service.

• September 23 was the popular Garage Sale
attended by record breaking crowds. It
earned $3,865.51 for Adventure Camp for
disadvantaged youth and $1,288.50 for the
Food Pantry which began its busiest season.
We thank our community for sharing so
readily so that those less fortunate not go
hungry. The annual Crop Walk saw fantastic
attendance. Again we thank Lynda Santrella,
Coordinator, Sandy Bowen, Treasurer, and all
participants who came out to walk or donate.
• November saw the Township of Illinois
Educational conference where elected

continued on page 2

The 12th annual senior expo for Maine
Township could prove to be another for
the record books next April 20. More than
1,900 people visited the event in 2017
during its five-hour run at the Golf Mill
Shopping Center in Niles. Designed to link
seniors who need services with vendors
who provide them, the Swing into Spring
senior expo has grown in attendance for six
straight years and is expected to continue
the trend in 2018.
“Our Swing into Spring Senior Expo
continues to be the signature event with
our Maine Township senior population,”
said Supervisor Laura J. Morask. “Don’t
forget to mark your calendars for April
20. We expect even larger crowds than
last year and have already
begun lining up vendors,
sponsors, and entertainment
for another fabulous expo.”

Kicking off the fun, the popular Early
Bird Bingo will again be emceed by
Supervisor Morask. The Illinois Secretary
of State Mobile Driver Services Facility
is expected to be on hand for renewal,
replacement and corrections to driver’s
license/state identification cards, vision
screening with a driver’s license renewal,
vehicle sticker sales, motor voter registration and organ/tissue donor information
and registration. Other state and regional
agencies regularly exhibit as well and will
be announced at a later date.
For more information about the
expo or to download exhibitor and
sponsor information and forms visit
the Maine Township website at
www.mainetownship.com
or call 847-297-2510.
Walter Kazmierczak, Highway
Commissioner, at the Maine
Township Highway Department
table at last year’s Swing into
Spring. Mark your calendars
now for the 12th annual senior
expo which will be held Friday,
April 20, at Golf Mill Shopping
Center in Niles.

Supervisor Morask will kick
off the fun by once again
emceeing the popular Early
Bird Bingo.

Maine Township Receives Eight Awards from State Conference
Maine Township brought home eight
more awards from the annual conference
of Township Officials of Illinois (TOI)
in November. The Township was
acknowledged in these multiple categories
for the variety of exceptional programs
and services that help make the lives of all
of residents better, according to Laura J.
Morask, Township Supervisor.
“This year has been truly extraordinary
in that we received awards in eight
categories—the most we have brought
home in recent memory. I am thrilled by

all the awards but especially happy for
Mary Swanson, our retiring long-time
Senior Director for winning four awards
from her Department. I could not think
of a more fitting retirement honor,” said
Supervisor Morask.
Three awards were presented by
the Illinois Township Association of
Senior Citizen Services (ITASCSC). The
MaineStreamers Newcomers Presentation
was recognized as Innovative Senior
Program of the Year. Marie Dachniwsky,
MaineStreamer Program Coordinator,
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officials and department heads received
valuable training in budgets, levies,
and efficiencies. We are delighted to
announce that Maine Township received
eight TOI awards ranging from Best
Innovative Program for our Recovery
Connection to three Senior Department
awards, two Mainestay awards, and
recognition for our Board’s Commitment
to Continuing Education.

• To wrap up, I want to leave you with a
better idea of the types of services offered
by Maine Township and how valuable
these services are to our residents when
you look at the numbers of residents who
used the Township services from January
through September/October.
• Assessor’s Department – 14,778 total taxpayers assisted from January to October.
• Clerk’s Department – 17,424 residents
from January to September.

• MaineStreamers – 8,090 (some duplicated)
participants. *Please note that all programming, luncheons, and trips are fully reimbursed by the specific senior. The only
Township funded program is the
immensely popular 90 Plus Birthday party.

• Maine Township Recovery Connection –
1,437 residents! ( It began in 2014 with 8!)
• Mainestay Youth and Family Services –
6,595 client hours served.

• General Assistance – 2,973 direct aid and
4,524 - Public Aid advocacy and referrals.

• Food Pantry – 1,694 visitors who received
food boxes through October.

Clearly, our Township, as TOI recognized,
is of incredible value to our residents.
There is no other government unit that
can fulfill this type of need for less than
two cents of your tax dollar. So stop in
during this holiday season so we may be
of help. Here’s to a wonderful 2018!

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor
P.S.,
We hope you like the revised format
of this newsletter. We reduced the size
by two pages in order to add a fourth
edition each calendar year. For a reduced
overall budget, we can now bring you the
newsletter on a more timely basis.

Trustee, Claire R. McKenzie
First, a big
thank you
to all of
the Maine
Township
voters who
elected me as Trustee. I am honored to
serve our wonderful residents; being a
Trustee has allowed me to contribute
my knowledge and experience in ways
I hadn’t thought were possible.
I ran for office because I wanted to
help analyze issues and solve problems
facing our township. Given my financial
expertise as a CPA, businesswoman and
family law attorney, I bring a unique
perspective to the Township Board. I
also bring an open mind to my role as
a Trustee. Township business is nonpartisan in nature. I welcome input from
every voter in Maine Township. Share
your thoughts and help us improve our
services for the entire community.

As one of three new trustees serving
with an incumbent Trustee, and a
former Trustee who is the newly elected
Township Supervisor, I have actually had
the opportunity to make a difference and
to contribute to managing our township
affairs in an objective and non-partisan way.
Our current five-member Township Board
has participated in monthly meetings since
being sworn-in late May 2017. We have
reviewed thousands of bill payment requests.
We have discussed a variety of significant
township issues along with possible and
alternative resolutions. Ultimately, our efforts
have produced a few dozen resolutions and
ordinances, to better serve our township.
Lastly, I encourage all of you to participate
in our government. You have a voice and
you can make a difference. Come out to
our monthly meetings or view the meeting
videos online at Mainetownship.com. Feel
free to share your thoughts and ideas with
me at mainetrustee@gmail.com.

Township Awards continued
was recognized as Senior
Staff Member of the Year.
Susan Moylan Krey,
Maine Township Assessor,
was recognized as Elected
Official of the Year.
Three more awards
were presented by the
Township Officials of
Illinois (TOI). A photo of
kindergarteners embracing celebrants at the
90-Plus Birthday Party was recognized as Best
Photo of the Year. Recovery Connection, which
helps young adults in the community stay clean
and sober, was recognized as Best Township
Program of the Year and Best Message.
The final two awards were presented by the
Association of Illinois Township Committees on
Youth (AITCOY). Kelsey Coy was recognized with
the 2017 Youth Leadership Award. MaineStay
Youth & Family Services was recognized with the
2017 Youth Organization Award.

Singled out from among more than 1,400 townships
across Illinois, Maine Township staff members,
volunteers and programs were recognized for their
service and accomplishments. Pictured from left
are Kelsey Coy, volunteer, 2017 Youth Leadership
Award; Liz Coy, Deputy Assessor and mother of
Kelsey; Walter Kazmierczak, Highway Commissioner;
Susan Kelly Sweeney, Trustee; Kimberly Jones,
Trustee; Marie Dachniwsky, MaineStreamer Program
Coordinator and Senior Staff Member of the Year;
Peter Gialamas, Clerk; Susan Moylan Krey, Assessor
and Elected Official of the Year; Mary Swanson,
MaineStreamers Director; David A. Carrabotta,
Esq., Trustee; Wiesia Tytko, Deputy Clerk; Claire
R. McKenzie, Trustee; Dayna Berman, Township
Administrator; and Richard Lyon, MaineStay Director.
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NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR

to $65,000, from previous limit of $55,000. There is also a new
minimum $2,000 EAV deduction for the Senior Freeze, which
will help offset increases in assessed value.

Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey
2017 New Exemption Savings
for Homeowners and Seniors

For 2017, a new law was passed
benefitting taxpayers with
expanded exemption eligibility and savings to help them
as homeowners save money on property taxes. The new
law increases exemptions savings for the Homeowner and
Senior Citizen Exemptions. All exemptions are subtracted
from a home’s Equalized Assessed Value (EAV), resulting in
deductions from the dollar amount of a tax bill.
The Homeowner Exemption, available to eligible taxpayers/
residents of any age on their primary home, increases from
$7,000 to $10,000 in EAV. The Senior Exemption, for taxpayers/
residents 65 years or older, regardless of income, increases
from $5,000 to $8,000 in EAV.
The Senior Freeze Exemption for low-income seniors expands
eligibility by increasing the allowable total household income

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Highway Commissioner,
Walter Kazmierczak
Winter Tips

It is important to note that all corresponding savings will
appear on the 2017 Second- Installment Property Tax Bill,
which is usually mailed in July.

When Will I Receive My Senior Exemption Renewal
Application?

As a senior citizen, living in Cook County, you must complete
and return a Senior Citizen Renewal Application every year
to keep your senior exemption active for the current property
tax year. The 2017 applications will be mailed from the Cook
County Assessor’s office in mid-January.
Correction to Last Mainely News Article, Fall 2017
The Cook County Treasurer has announced the date for the 2016
Annual Delinquent tax sale has changed to May 4, 2018. This is
a correction from the last Assessor Mainely news article.
Visit our offices 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday– Friday
except holidays. Or, call 847-297-2510
For more information: www.mainetownship.com

Don’t park opposite another car on a narrow street during a
snowfall. Snow plows may not be able to operate safely under
those conditions.
Don’t follow a snow plow or salt truck since weather conditions
can impede the driver’s ability to see you.
Adherence to these simple rules can help make winter less of a
burden on all of us. Best regards for a wonderful 2018.

Planning ahead for winter can really pay
dividends. Please follow our winter tips and guidelines.
Observe snow route parking bans after two inches of snow fall.
Your car may be ticketed and/or towed if it restricts our ability
to plow the streets. Please attempt to use off street parking when
feasible to facilitate our equipment.
Shovel or have someone shovel your sidewalk for accessible
pedestrian traffic. Please make sure the fire hydrant nearest your
house is accessible and visible from the street.
Allow emergency vehicles and snow plows the right of way. Your
safety and mobility depend on easy access to your streets.
Don’t shovel or blow snow on the street or sidewalk from private
property. This causes unnecessary hazards and you are subject to
tickets and fines.

Left to right, Rich Brandes, Highway Crew Member,
and Walter Kazmierczak, Highway Commissioner.

Hours: Monday– Friday from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Call: 847-297-5225 • email: MTHighway@aol.com
For more information: www.mainetownship.com
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CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk, Peter Gialamas

In other news, we are currently looking into accepting credit

and debit card payments in the Clerk’s Department, to make
life easier for everyone. Hopefully, I will have more details
to share on that soon.

Greetings Constituents!

As fall arrives, we start issuing more hunting licenses as

As I write this article I am

preparing to head to the Township
Officials of Illinois annual

educational conference which is held in Springfield, Illinois.
This will be my ninth year attending but the first time

attending as the Maine Township Clerk. It is a wonderful

conference that offers many classes that the elected officials
can take, in order to gain knowledge and perform our jobs

better for you. I look forward to meeting with other fellow
Township Clerks to compare notes and come up with

better ways to help run my department. I also look forward
to coming back and sharing the information with my
hardworking staff.

fishing licenses applications usually, decrease dramatically.
Also, I recently became a notary public with the State of
Illinois. If you need a non-real estate related document

notarized, we offer that service for free Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 pm.

As this will be the last Clerk’s column for 2017, I would like
to wish everyone a happy holiday season and a very happy
and prosperous New Year. My staff and I look forward to
serving you in 2018.

Hours: Monday– Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222
or email pgialamas@mainetown.com
For more information: www.mainetownship.com

NILE'S
BEAUTY
IS
GEORGIA'S
HAIR
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MaineStay Youth & Family
Services Winter Program Schedule

MaineStreamers Are Looking
for Baby Boomers!

Parent Support Group – December 12

The Maine Township MaineStreamers program offers a
variety of opportunities for residents 55 and older. All
residents are invited to join. Membership is free and
includes a subscription to the MaineStreamers monthly
newsletter which showcases all of the interesting,
educational and fun programs, classes and trips.

This free group focuses on practical ways to be more effective
parents and meets on the second Tuesday of each month. Come
find answers to some of the most common parenting dilemmas.

Mentoring – January 9

Our free Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring program meets
twice a month in a structured group setting and helps 4th-8th
grade students enhance their social skills, confidence, and
ability to be successful in school and in the future.

Teen Therapy Group – January 10

This free program meets on the second and fourth
Wednesdays and provides high school students with a safe
place to speak openly about their lives and work through
concerns often encountered on the journey to adulthood.

We have a growing membership which includes recently
retired Baby Boomers and we want you to be aware
of these wonderful and exciting social opportunities.
Upon receiving your “free” monthly newsletter where
you pick and choose what activities you would like to
partake in and pay for them individually.

For more information contact the MaineStreamers at
847-297-2510 or visit us at www.mainetownship.com.

Adult Anger Management Group – January 11

This eight-week group helps participants better understand
and gain control over anger in order to make positive
behavior changes effectively.

Art in the Town – January 29

Our ten-week free afterschool art program helps participants
enhance their artistic abilities while increasing confidence
and social skills.

For more information on these and other MaineStay
programs or to sign up for our e-newsletter visit
mainetownship.com/mainestay or call 847-297-2510.

Long-time MaineStreamers
Director Mary Swanson to Retire

General Assistance Update
Vast misconceptions regarding the Township General Assistance
expenditures relative to the Administrative expense have been
claimed recently that only 16% of the cost to run the department is
actually returned back to the resident. These claims are wrong and
ignore the reality that a whopping 90% of administrative expenses
are returned back to our residents through the seven other programs
GA administers in addition to what the public generally thinks of
as “welfare”.
We assist our Maine Township residents in a comprehensive and
efficient way establishing partnerships with State, Federal and local
programs for our lower income residents. Thus, the direct General
Assistance/Welfare cases are a fraction of the actual benefit
programs administered to Township residents all within
guidelines of State Public Aid regulations.
A Maine Township resident seeking help meets with a case manager
to determine whether they qualify for General Assistance/Welfare
program or which partnership program best fits needs. The programs
listed below;
• PUBLIC AID ADVOCACY
• LIHEAP
• BENEFIT ACCESS
• SOCIAL SECURITY/DISABLITY AND AGING Referral
• COAST2COAST
• ACCESS TO CARE PROGRAM
• SHIP (Senior Health Insurance Program)

After 38 years serving seniors with the last 17 at Maine Township, Mary
Swanson, front row, MaineStreamers Director retired Nov. 17. Also shown
in the front row are Laura Morask, Supervisor; Susan Moylan Krey, Assessor;
and Walter Kazmierczak, Highway Commissioner. Second row left to right,
Claire R. McKenzie, Trustee; Kimberly Jones, Trustee; Susan Kelly Sweeney,
Trustee; David A. Carrabotta, Esq. Trustee; and Peter Gialamas, Clerk.
Congratulations Mary and best wishes for a wonderful retirement.

have served 42,306 residents in the last five years. For FY 2016-17
8,896 residents were served for a total savings amount of $625,227,
with administrative costs of $697,804. Thus, General Assistance
returned 90% of its administrative expenses back into the community.
See www.mainetownship.com for a chart showing the amount of
money residents saved on each program.
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Listen to 1350AM for Township updates

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Town Hall Hours

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Mon - Fri : 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Board Meetings on Dec. 27, Jan. 23 and Feb. 27 at 6:30 p.m.
Neighborhood Watch on Dec. 6, Jan. 3 and Feb. 7.
Offices closed on Dec. 22 at 1 p.m. and all day
on Dec. 25 for Christmas.
Offices closed on Jan. 1 for New Year’s Day.
Offices closed on Jan. 15 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Offices closed on Feb. 19 for President’s Day.
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetownship.com

Printed on recycled paper

HOW TO CONTACT
OUR DEPARTMENTS

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office, 		

Ext. 255

Clerk’s Office,			

Ext. 222

Code Enforcement Officer,

Ext. 259

General Assistance,		

Ext. 236

MaineStreamers, 		

Ext. 240

Veteran’s Assistance, 		

Ext. 236

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

Peter
Gialamas
Clerk

Susan
Moylan Krey
Assessor

Walter
Kazmierczak
Highway
Commissioner

MaineStay Youth & Family Services
847-297-2510
Office of Emergency Management
847-297-5911
Highway Department

847-297-5225

You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township Web site:
www.mainetownship.com.

Kimberly
Jones
Trustee

David A.
Carrabotta, Esq.
Trustee
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Claire R.
McKenzie
Trustee

Susan Kelly
Sweeney
Trustee

