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Laura’s
Letter
I hope your winter
holiday season was
filled with joy, health
and family! It certainly
has proved to be one
of the snowiest and
our Highway team along with our Code
Enforcement Officer have worked together to
help our residents get through those trying
times. Our Board and Township have also been
working diligently to create next year’s budget
as we move into an incredibly eventful spring.
Some highlights:
• At our November Board meeting we set
the levy for all Township funds. Highway
Department remained flat, and Town Fund/
General Assistance levy was reduced by
five percent.

• At our December meeting we allocated
approximately $435,000 to over 16 social
service agencies funding a broad spectrum
of help for the most vulnerable of our
residents. Using our intensive screening
process, we unanimously welcomed
back Center of Concern, Avenues to
Independence, FISH, and many others. Visit
www.mainetownship.com for more info.
• Marie Dachniwsky, who has been a
MaineStreamers Program Coordinator for
the last six years, has been unanimously
approved as the new MaineStreamers
Director. Marie has already saved the
Township over $113,000 by streamlining the
department and reducing staff from five to
four members including the director.

• The Board approved a new auditor Evans,
Marshall & Pease replacing Gibbert &
Associates who retired after 30 years of
service. We have already held numerous
budget meetings aimed at reducing expenses
and creating a new fiscal year budget
targeting real expenditures based on past
actual expenses and areas of cost cutting.
continued on page 2

Maine Township Swing into Spring Senior Expo
features entertainers and exhibitors
The 12th Annual Maine Township
MaineStreamers Swing into Spring Senior
Expo, which is scheduled for Friday,
Apr. 20 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Golf Mill
Shopping Center,
Niles, will feature
a Las Vegas-style
entertainer, Vito
Zatto. Zatto’s highenergy entertainment
transports audiences
to a Vegas nightclub
with a show that
includes songs, impersonations, and
comedy as well as audience participation.

Other entertainment planned for the
day includes Get Up and Go Stretches
with Athletico, magician Marco the
Magnificent, and a MaineStreamers Zumba
demonstration. Prizes for raffles, which
will be held throughout the day, include
gift cards, tickets for Drury Lane DinnerTheater, Pickwick movie passes, and gift
certificates to local restaurants.

Designed to link seniors who need services
with vendors who provide them, the event
is expected to draw close to 2,000 people.

Attendance last year was more than 1,900.
“Our expo continues to be a signature
event with our Maine Township senior
population,” said Township Supervisor
Laura J. Morask. “Don’t forget to mark
your calendars for April 20. We anticipate
an exciting and fun day for all seniors.”
Kicking off the fun, the popular Early Bird
Bingo will be emceed and sponsored by
Supervisor Morask. The Illinois Secretary
of State Mobile Driver Services Facility
is expected to be on hand for renewal,
replacement and corrections to driver’s
license/state identification cards, vision
screening with a driver’s license renewal,
vehicle sticker sales, motor voter registration and organ/tissue donor information
and registration. Other state and regional
agencies regularly exhibit as well.

Sponsored by Maine Township, Advocate
Lutheran General Hospital, The Journal
& Topics Newspapers, Senior News 50 and
Better, Suburban Resource Guide for Seniors
and Parkway Bank, this signature event
is still accepting additional sponsors and
exhibitors. For sponsorship or exhibit
space call Therese Tully at 847-297-2510,
or email her at Ttully@mainetown.com.

New MaineStreamers Director
New MaineStreamers
Director, Marie
Dachniwsky, standing
center, is shown here
with Maine Township
elected officials.
Clockwise from left are
Kimberly Jones, Trustee;
Susan Kelly Sweeney,
Trustee; Claire R.
McKenzie, Trustee;
David A. Carrabotta,
Esq., Trustee; Walter
Kazmierczak, Highway
Commissioner; Susan Moylan Krey, Assessor; Peter Gialamas, Clerk; and Laura J. Morask, Township Supervisor.
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Laura’s Letter
continued from page 1

• The Supervisor’s Annual Financial
Statement will be given Tuesday, April 10,
at our Annual Town Meeting. The
purpose of this meeting is to inform
the electorate of the township’s financial
status and to act on resolutions that will
be presented at this meeting. This is a
great opportunity to participate in your
local government.

• At our January meeting our new website
was previewed to the Board. The complete
overhaul with interactive PDF applications
for departments and services promises
to save mailing costs, waiting time and
allow customer/resident service feedback.
Live-streamed board meetings will also be
available to the public at no additional cost
to the Township. We look forward to your
feedback after our March 15 launch.

• Student Government Day will be held at
Town Hall on April 6 when students from
Maine Township High School District 207
will act as board members and re-enact
the Agency Funding process.

• Mainestay will sponsor Agency Day on
May 4 at Manzo’s Banquet Hall. This
is a half day educational seminar for
area agencies to network with Maine
Township organizations. The speaker
will be Mark Sanders, LCSW and CADC,
who will speak on the topic “The Future
Belongs to the Organization Who
Prepares for it Today.”

• Remember to mark your calendars for our
free document shredding day Saturday,
June 2, from 9 a.m. to noon. Shredding
sensitive documents helps fight fraud
and identity theft. Spiral notebooks and
plastic notebooks cannot be accepted for
shredding. Make sure to remove paper
clips, binder clips and rubber bands
from documents to be shredded. Staples
do not have to be removed. Please limit
your shredding to three small plastic or
paper grocery bags to allow all township
residents an opportunity to dispose of their
sensitive documents.
• And finally, please stop by my table at our
incredibly popular Senior Expo Friday,
April 20, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Golf Mill
Shopping Center in Niles where seniors
can connect with vendors both public
and private. Come by with any questions,
concerns, or just introduce yourself!

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

TRUSTEE’S CORNER
Trustee, David A. Carrabotta, Esq
As a Trustee
I look forward
to working
together in
2018 providing
Township
services as dictated and limited by
Illinois statute efficiently.

Township officials have only those
powers which Illinois statute gives, your
Township Board consisting of five voting
members (Supervisor and four Trustees)
who must meet and audit the township
and road district accounts before certain
bills are paid, and meet at other times as
requested by your Supervisor or any two
Board members. Starting with our Aug. 22,
2017 meeting, these are video-taped and
posted on the website.
Trustees are the Township’s legislative
arm setting policy and procedure for the
Supervisor to administer, and having
duties they must carry out as ordered
by the Illinois General Assembly.

These numerous responsibilities are
critical to the proper functioning of your
Township, including auditing township
bills, attending to budgeting and taxing/
levy responsibilities, spending tax
moneys/Township funds, compensating
township officers, adopting a budget and
appropriation ordinance (“the Budget”)
which brings together taxes and other
moneys that will be allocated to various
expenses (a controlling device for
expenditures), etc.

Most technical rules governing Township
Board meetings come from the Open
Meetings Act (“OMA”) and the Illinois
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), which
together are the “Sunshine Laws” designed
by the Illinois Legislature so the public has
greater insight into government operations.
Come to our Board meetings and provide
your input as we perform these duties,
including adopting our current annual
“Budget”. This is helpful and vital in the
operation of your Township.

Maine Township Board honors Eagle Scout
When Ted Wyshel, 17, who is
a senior at Maine South High
School, heard a crash outside his
home last August, his first aid
training kicked in. He grabbed
the first aid kit he has had handy
since he was in elementary school
and ran out to help.
At the Maine Township Board
meeting Tuesday, Jan. 23, he was Ted Wyshel, the Eagle Scout who was honored by the Maine Township
Board for his quick action at the scene of an accident last August,
honored for his quick thinking.
receives the proclamation honoring his service from Laura J. Morask,
Wyshel administered first aid to Maine Township Supervisor. Others from left, front row, are Susan Kelly
Sweeney, Trustee; Ellen and Gary Wyschel, Ted’s parents; and Susan
the two crash victims applying
Moylan Krey, Assessor. Second row, from left, are Claire R. McKenzie,
pressure to their wounds and
Trustee; Kimberly Jones, Trustee; David A. Carrabotta, Esq., Trustee
keeping one of the victims
Walter Kazmierczak, Highway Commissioner; and Peter Gialamas, Clerk.
who was slipping in and out of
meeting said in part, “I, Laura J. Morask,
consciousness talking until paramedics
Supervisor of Maine Township, along with
arrived at the scene.
the Maine Township Board, do hereby honor
A member of Scout Troop 1, Park Ridge,
and applaud Ted Wyshel for his passion and
Wyshel became a Scout to pursue, among
dedication to helping others and his invaluable
other things, his interest in first aid. He was
contribution to our Community. His act of
awarded the rank of Eagle Scout last October.
kindness and compassion is truly inspiring, and
we wish him success in all his future endeavors.”
The proclamation that was read at the
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NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR

Second Installment Property Tax Bill Shows Appeal
Adjustments and Property Exemptions

Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey

The 2017 First Installment Property Tax Bills were due on

March 1, 2018. The First Installment is simply 55 percent of
the prior year’s total bill. The Second Installment Property

2018 Tentative Date to File
Appeal to Cook County Assessor

While this is not a reassessment year, the Cook County
Assessor has posted Assessment Filing Dates. Maine

Township is tentatively scheduled to open for appeals on

May 3, 2018. Once we officially open for appeals, residents

will have thirty (30) days to file an appeal. The next triennial
reassessment will occur in 2019.

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Highway Commissioner,
Walter Kazmierczak

Tax Bill is the “true” bill which will reflect any assessment
adjustments that may have resulted from filing an appeal.
Additionally, all exemptions such as Homeowner, Senior

and Freeze always appear on this installment. The Second
Installment Property Tax Bill is due to mail late-summer.
Visit our offices 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday– Friday
except holidays. Or, call 847-297-2510
For more information: www.mainetownship.com

until proper permits are obtained, you can also be reported to the
Township Code Enforcement Officer and be fined for the violation.
Hours: Monday– Friday from 7 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Call: 847-297-5225 • email: MTHighway@aol.com
For more information: www.mainetownship.com

First Tree Branch Pickup
for 2018

Spring is coming. Monday, April 16 is
the first tree branch pickup date for the unincorporated area.
Branches must be curbside by 7 a.m. and may not be out more
than 48 hours prior to pick up. Crews make only one passthrough on each street. Tree branch pickup will continue through
September on the third Monday of each month. Dates are May 21,
June 18, July 16, Aug. 20, and Sept. 17.

Snow Advisory

In order to facilitate safe and effective snowplowing, please use off
street parking when possible and adhere to No Parking signs when
snow is falling.

Permits for Right of Way Construction

A Maine Township Highway Road District Permit is required
for any construction that may affect the public right of way in
the unincorporated area. The Township requires a bond and a
certificate of insurance whether the work is done by a contractor
or you are doing the work yourself. Applications for permits may
be picked up at the Highway Department and must be approved
by the Highway Commissioner before any work can begin. All
residents in the unincorporated area must also contact Cook
County Building and Zoning at 312-603-0500 regarding county
permit requirements. Failure to obtain a permit or waiver letter
is against Township Ordinance. Not only must work must cease
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CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk, Peter Gialamas

voter registration; find your polling place; see your sample

ballot, when available; see a list of your elected officials and
their contact information; and check your mail ballot status
(Use the “Search by Birthday” feature).

2018 Voting and Election
Information

If you do not have computer access or have questions about

An Illinois Gubernatorial Election
will take place on November 6,

2018. The General Primary Election will take place on March
20, 2018. The Primary Election is a state-level election that

takes place prior to the general election to narrow the field

of candidates. For the March 20, 2018 Gubernatorial Primary

Election, Early Voting will take place March 5-19. Voters who
participate in Early Voting must vote in person.

You may check your voting eligibility with the Cook

County Clerk’s “Your Voter Information” search tool at

CookCountyClerk.com/Service/Your-Voter-Information. Your
Voter Information is a search tool that provides several

to vote, please contact the Township Clerk’s Office at
847.297.2510

You are also welcome to visit us in person at Town Hall,
where we are always happy to assist you.

Lastly, I would like to thank Des Plaines City Clerk, Jennifer

Tsalapatanis who originally posted the above information in

the Des Plaines Digest and graciously allowed me to share it
for all of Maine Township’s Residents.

Hours: Monday– Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222
or email pgialamas@mainetown.com
For more information: www.mainetownship.com

20

P
18 lan
–2 no
01 w
9 s for
ch th
oo e
ly
ea
r

pieces of key information unique to you. You can verify your

your voting status or polling place, or need to register

Helping kids learn & grow
for more than 40 years!

We offer a wide variety of classes that provide both flexibility in
scheduling and unique curricula, designed to maximize your child’s
academic achievement with Early Learning & Development Standards.
Classes for ages 2–5 • 2, 3, & 5-day options • SMART Technology
Full immersion Spanish classes • Monthly Payment Plans
Registration for 2018-2019 is in progress now!
Questions? Jeanette.Berard @ DPParks.org • 847-391-5700
Des Plaines Park District • 2222 Birch Street
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Do you qualify for help with utility bills?
The General Assistance Department will once again process LIHEAP
(Energy Assistance) Program applications for all of Maine Township
residents. The LIHEAP Program is available to assist Maine Township
residents with a credit on their utility bills providing that they meet
the present income guidelines. The LIHEAP Furnace Assistance
Program is also available according to those guidelines.
Because these programs are available for a limited time, any Maine
Township resident who meets the following guidelines should call
847-297-2510, ext. 236 without delay.
LIHEAP income guidelines for 2018 are:
HOUSEHOLD SIZE
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

GROSS INCOME (30 Days)
$1,508
$2,030
$2,553
$3,075
$3,598
$4,120
$4,643
$5,165

MaineStay Youth & Family
Services News
Psychiatric Services Expanding to Serve
Children and Adolescents

We are pleased to announce that starting on April 4 our
affordable psychiatric services, offered in partnership with
The Josselyn Center and made possible by grant funding
from Maine Township, will be available to children and
adolescents who reside in Maine Township. We will continue
to work with adults as well. Medicaid recipients are welcome
and a sliding fee scale is available. Please refer to our website
for more details and eligibility requirements.

Parent Support Group

This free group focuses on practical ways to be more
effective parents and meets on the second Tuesday of each
month from 6 to 7:30 p.m. The group helps parents learn
new skills, connect with one another, and strengthen family
relationships. Join us and find answers to some of the most
common parenting dilemmas.

Journey Teen Therapy Group

This free program is held every second and fourth Wednesday
from 5 to 6 p.m. and provides high school students with a
safe place to speak openly about their lives and work through
common concerns often encountered on the journey to
adulthood. Participants learn practical and effective skills to
reduce anxiety, depression, and negative self-talk. We address
important topics such as mindfulness, emotional regulation,
increasing self-esteem, and stress management.

For more information on these and other MaineStay
programs or to sign up for our e-newsletter visit
mainetownship.com/mainestay or call 847-297-2510.

The following documents are required for application.
• Proof of current 30-day gross income from all household members
• The entire billing statement of the most recent heat and electric bills
if you pay for your home energy directly
• Proof of Social Security numbers of all household members
• Current award letter of cash benefits from the Department of
Human Services (TANF, AABD) if a member of your household
receives benefits
• Proof of property ownership
Current property tax bill is required for all applications and one
of the following:
- Mortgage billing statement or mortgage payment book
- Quit Claim Deed along with a mortgage statement
- Vehicle title (for mobile homes only)

Ready for some fun?
Come join MaineStreamers!
Hop on our coach for one of our upcoming day trips:
• Odyssey River Cruise, a brand-new glass-topped vessel.
• “Mystery” day trip. Follow the clues as you figure out the
destination.
• Cinco de Mayo with authentic Mexican food, Mariachi band
and other traditions.
• Go back in time with Leslie Goddard who brings history to
life portraying Louisa May Alcott, as we celebrate the 150th
anniversary of the book “Little Women”.

Travel: America the Beautiful

Travel with MaineStreamers to some of the most beautiful
destinations in North America with American Classic
Tours, Inc. featuring exceptional hotels, superb cuisine and
magnificent attractions. American Classic Tours integrate
history, art, architecture, cuisine, and entertainment Upcoming
trips include Alaska, New York City Theatre, Quebec, Mackinac
Island’s Grand Hotel, Yosemite National Park, Cape Cod, Door
County, San Antonio’s Riverwalk, Branson, Savannah and
Charleston. And we now offer free home pick-ups!

Joining MaineStreamers
MaineStreamers offers a variety of opportunities for residents 55
and older. Membership is FREE and includes a monthly newsletter which features all of our complimentary, as well as affordable programs, classes and trips.
For more information, contact MaineStreamers at
847-297-2510 or visit mainetownship.com/mainestreamers.
“MaineStreamers has added to my ZEST for life.
We love going on the day trips and making new friends.”
– Kathy Menzer and Betty Leahy, Park Ridge
“MaineStreamers has provided me with a variety of
activities, program and a social community to belong to”.
– Jack Zussman, Des Plaines
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Listen to 1350AM for Township updates

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Town Hall Hours

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Mon - Fri : 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Board Meetings on Mar. 27, Apr. 24 and May 22 at 6:30 p.m.
Neighborhood Watch on Mar. 7, Apr. 4 and May 2.
Offices closed May 28 for Memorial Day.
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetownship.com

Printed on recycled paper

HOW TO CONTACT
OUR DEPARTMENTS

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office, 		

Ext. 255

Clerk’s Office,			

Ext. 222

Code Enforcement Officer,

Ext. 259

General Assistance,		

Ext. 236

MaineStreamers, 		

Ext. 260

Veteran’s Assistance, 		

Ext. 236

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

Peter
Gialamas
Clerk

Susan
Moylan Krey
Assessor

Walter
Kazmierczak
Highway
Commissioner

MaineStay Youth & Family Services
847-297-2510
Office of Emergency Management
847-297-5911
Highway Department

847-297-5225

You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township Web site:
www.mainetownship.com.

Kimberly
Jones
Trustee

David A.
Carrabotta, Esq.
Trustee
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Claire R.
McKenzie
Trustee

Susan Kelly
Sweeney
Trustee

