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Laura’s
Letter
Dear Residents:
I hope you have been
enjoying our all too brief
Chicago summer. There
are many updates to what
the Township has been
doing since the last newsletter.
Our Board has been very busy in these past few
months implementing a wide range of Township
policies and procedures. By the time you read
this, they should be posted on our new website
which has been getting great reviews as being
customer friendly and easy to use. The Board
also established a Capital Fund Resolution to
make some much needed capital improvements
including repairs to better assist our residents.
This summer alone, we were able to conduct
mold remediation caused by the consistent
flooding in our parking lot as well as to make
repairs to the concrete and the grading to help
prevent this reoccurrence.
For the first time ever, a giant sink hole
developed at the entrance to town hall!
Thankfully Highway Foreman Bob Brzezinski
determined the area was IDOT controlled and
quickly informed IDOT and ComEd so the sink
hole was repaired at no cost to the Township.
Beginning this fall, the Town Hall parking lot
will be redone to prevent recurring pavement
cracks which helps to make it far easier for
everyone, particularly our numerous seniors
and disabled residents, to navigate.
Our Clerk’s office processed city stickers for over
4,000 residents. Even with incredibly long lines
during some of the hottest weather, everyone
made it through! We are honored to be able to provide this service and are always thinking of more
efficient ways to accommodate the ever-increasing
crowd for next year. Please note that during
sticker season, our building is open and staffed by
the Clerk’s office on four Saturday mornings.
On another Summer weekend; Saturday June 23,
the Township was thrilled to host a guided tour
of the historical Town Hall, for the Park Ridge
continued on page 2

Maine Township Community Garage Sale
Set for September 29
Maine Township’s 14th Annual Community
Garage Sale is scheduled for rain or shine
on Saturday, Sept. 29, from 9 AM to 3 PM.
in the parking lot at Maine Township Town
Hall, 1700 Ballard Road, Park Ridge. The
event is organized by the MaineStay Youth
& Family Services department of Maine
Township. Proceeds from the event benefit
the Adventure Maine Township Summer
Camp and the Township’s Emergency Food
Pantry which serves an average of over 200
families per month.
Sponsors for the event include Chicago
Behavioral Hospital, International Bank of
Chicago, Law Offices of Laura J. Morask,
Journal & Topics Newspapers, Senior News 50
& Better, Suburban Resource Guide for Seniors,
Parkway Bank, Warehouse Direct, State
Senator Laura Murphy, State Representative
Michael McAuliffe, Garvey’s Office
Products, Republic Services, Arrow Road
Construction, CostCo and Barton Event
Management. Sponsorship carries with it
a number of benefits for the community
at large as well as local businesses and
organizations who choose to take advantage
of this opportunity, according to Laura J.
Morask, Township Supervisor.

This year’s event is expected to draw
between 1000 to 1500 attendees plus
approximately 80 exhibitors. Area residents
can participate in several ways. People can
reserve space to sell their own items, make a
financial donation or come to find bargains
for themselves. Outdoor spaces, which
are eight by sixteen feet, as well as four
premium indoor spaces inside the garage,
are available on a first-come, first served
basis. Table rentals are also available.
“Our garage sale is one of our most popular
events and allows kids to go to our Summer
Adventure Camp,” said Laura J. Morask,
Township Supervisor, who added that it
also helps to keep food supplies available
for residents. “So for a fun day, you get to
declutter your house and sell all those piled
up items for which you have been waiting to
do a garage sale….we take care of the hassle
and also have a wonderful assortment of
community vendors and sponsors.”
The Summer Camp program, coordinated
by the Township’s MaineStay division,
gives at-risk youth, ages 8 through 13, the
opportunity to participate in cultural and
recreational experiences to which they may
not otherwise have access.
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Historical Society. The cost to open on Saturday
and train one of our longtime staff to act as
guide was completely paid for by the Historical
Society and thus was a win-win for all.
Our Food Pantry was chosen for the first time
as a donation recipient from the upcoming
October Harvest Run and was honored for
the second year as a donor recipient from
the Vine St BBQ Community Outreach NFP.
Many thanks to Jamie Rubin and all the
organizers and participants of the Vine St BBQ
Competition & Fest.
I would like to thank Clerk Peter Gialamas
and all the elected officials and volunteers
who were on the committee for hosting one of
the Townships most important events of the
year, National Night Out which was planned
for August 7 at Dee Park but cancelled due to
inclement weather. Once again, our township
youth created incredible artwork to illustrate
this year’s theme, Lights On Mean Lights Out
for Crime, and the winning poster entries were
awarded savings bonds. These are now on
display in town hall.
Finally, advance planning is well under
way for our Maine Township “Garage Sale”
hosted by our MaineStay Youth and Family
Services. This event is also sponsored by local
businesses and vendors who come together
to sell used treasures at incredibly low cost.
Through this collaboration, the event is kept
free for all and most importantly any proceeds
will go to fund our MaineStay Youth and
Family Services summer camp for low income
area youth. We have some exciting new plans
for this year so please make plans to attend
our 14th annual event on September 29, 2018

TRUSTEE’S CORNER
Trustee, Susan Sweeney
Hello again
Maine Township
Neighbors!
I have been
privileged to
serve as one of
your four Trustees since May of 2017 and
have taken my responsibility to be your
taxpayer advocate seriously. I pledged to
streamline, build efficiencies and spend
taxpayer money wisely.
One of my first priorities was to improve
transparency by videotaping meetings
and adding on-line board packets. Since
August of 2017, you may now view board
meetings on-line at www.mainetown.com.
You’ll find hyperlinks under the agenda
items for easier viewing.
In our efforts to adopt fiscally-sound
policies, we have reduced our tax levy in
the Town Fund by 5% and kept the Road
and Bridge levy flat. Additionally, I fought

to reduce our budget a million dollars
over what was originally proposed and
kept our 2018-19 budget flat as compared
to the 2017-18 spend.
Employees will be receiving
compensation increases via merit
raises and cost of living for 2018-19. My
recommendation was and will again be
to consider bonuses as appropriate in
lieu of raises and COL increases which
continue to burden Illinois residents
with government pension liabilities.
For the first time in our history, I initiated
adopting formal board policies to improve
our board operations and communication.
Your input and your voice matter!
We represent all Maine Township
taxpayers and residents, whether you
use Township services or not. Come
out to a meeting and speak up during
public comment or email me with your
feedback at susan_sweeney@yahoo.com.

National Night Out Poster Winners!

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

The four founders of the Vine St BBQ
Competition & Fest from left Jamie Rafferty,
Jamie Rubin, Joe Kontuly and Brian Chaplin.

Maine Township officials welcome this year’s National Night Out Poster contest winners at
Town Hall. All children who live in Maine Township or attend a grammar school in Maine
Township were invited to enter this year’s National Night Out Poster Contest. Children could
use any media—original drawings, pictures, and their own words—to create an original
poster on standard-size poster board 28 inches by 22 inches to convey this year’s message
Lights On Mean Lights Out for Crime.
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NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR
Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey
By the time this article hits the
mailboxes, Assessor Krey may
have already hosted her first ever
“Property After Death Workshop”
presented by the Cook County Recorder of Deeds, Karen A.
Yarbrough. Thanks to the Illinois Residential Real Property
Transfer Act (755 ILCS 27/1 et seq.), Illinois property owners
can now transfer their residential property at death with a
single document called a Transfer on Death Instrument (TODI).
Before death, the owner designates who is to receive the home
once they die by recording a TODI with the Cook County

CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk, Peter Gialamas

Recorder of Deed, for a minimal fee. Upon death, their heir
(through affidavit and death certificate) accepts ownership
without the delay of probate. Filing a TODI allows the transfer
of your home, without a will or a trust, and can save thousands
of dollars in legal and court fees. There are similar ways to
transfer your car, checking and savings accounts without
a will or a trust. Please note this article is for informational
purposes only. It is always recommended that you consult an
estate attorney to determine the options that are best for your
situation. For further information about TODI and/or forms
which are available by going to the Cook County Recorder of
Deeds website at: www.cookrecorder.com/forms.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 228,
email smkrey@mainetown.com or visit www.mainetown.com

Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222,
email petegialamas@yahoo.com
or visit www.mainetown.com

Hello Everyone,
The summer is always a busy time
for Maine Township and especially
at the Clerk’s Department. In June,
we issued 8,306 vehicle stickers
bringing our yearly total to 9,216. A big thank you to my staff
who worked on Saturdays to ensure we could accommodate
everyone needing to purchase a sticker. It was also busy
month for passports again with 308 applications submitted
which added to 2,100 year to date total.
Please remember if you need a new passport or need to
renew a current one that is expiring, my office is here to help
you from 9 AM - 4 PM Monday through Friday. We don’t do
any new applications after 4 PM in order to make time to
finish the processing before we close at 5 PM. The fees are
standardized by the U.S. Federal Government for all passport
applications, thus, they will be the same at Town Hall as in
any processing location. As a reminder, because of visa time
limits, many countries require your passport to be valid for
up to 6 months beyond your departure date. In a nutshell,
this means if you travel to those countries and your passport
expires in a month, it might not be valid, and you may not be
able to board your flight back home.
I hope everyone has a great upcoming fall season and
as always, myself and my staff always look forward to
serving you.
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HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Highway Commissioner,
Walter Kazmierczak
By the time you receive this
publication, the residents of the
unincorporated area should have
one more branch pickup date
on Monday, September 17. For future reference, branch
pickup date is the third Monday of the month from
April through September. Do not put branches out
after September.
Our scheduled route takes three days to complete. Once
a street is completed, we will not be back until the next
scheduled pickup date. Branches must be put out at the
curb by 7 AM on the third Monday of the month, but no
more than 48 hours before that time. Putting branches out
before that time may result in an ordinance violation and
fine. Branches must be put by the street curb and the cut
ends should be no more than 4 by 6 feet.

State law requires that all residents and business owners
display address numbers on residential, commercial and
industrial structures that are visible from the roadway in
order to facilitate adequate public safety and emergency
response services.
We are requesting your help to monitor abandoned cars.
Let us know when there is an apparent violation so we can
investigate and possibly remove the abandoned car. Please
be aware of no parking signs. The Cook County Sheriff’s
Police are enforcing parking regulations and you can avoid
a ticket by parking legally. The entire community benefits
from compliance.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 7 AM to 3:30 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-5225,
email MTHighway@aol.com
or visit www.mainetown.com
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Fall Fun with the MaineStreamers!
Hop on our coach bus as we head on one of our exciting day trips
or join us at one of our special events:
• Oktoberfest Dinner Cruise “Edelweiss II”, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
• Chicago Architectural Foundation (CAF) Pedway Tour & Coffee
Roasting Tour, Chicago
• Enjoy the day at the “One of a Kind Gift Show”, Merchandise
Mart, Chicago
• Come and enjoy one of our special events where we bring a
Downtown show to Maine Township. “Put the Nuns in Charge!”
a hilarious comedy and sequel to Chicago’s longest running
religious comedy, Late Night Catechism. The show will make you
laugh so hard, it ought to be a sin!

Travel to Iceland’s Magical Northern Lights
Travel to Iceland for a unique sevenday adventure of a lifetime in one of
the most beautiful parts of the world
to see the magical Northern Lights.

Highlights… Reykjavik • Northern
Lights Cruise • Golden Circle •
Thingvellir National Park • Geysir • Gullfoss • Seljalandsfoss Vik
• Skogar Fork Museum • Blue Lagoon and much more!

Joining the MaineStreamers

The Maine Township MaineStreamers program offers a variety
of opportunities for residents 55 and older. Membership is FREE
and includes a monthly newsletter which features all of our
affordable programs, classes and trips.

For more information, contact MaineStreamers at 847-297-2510
or visit mainetown.com/mainestreamers.

“I love being a member of the MaineStreamers. I am all
about having fun, meeting new people while enjoying new
experiences. The staff is awesome with great attention to
detail. Having fun is not limited to the young!”
		

– Evelyn Nagle, Des Plaines

MaineStay Youth & Family Services
Fall Program Schedule
Parent Support Group – September 11

This free monthly group focuses on practical ways to be
more effective parents and meets on the second Tuesday
of each month.

Mentoring – September 11

Our free site-based mentoring program, offered in
partnership with Big Brothers Big Sisters, meets twice
monthly in a structured group setting and helps children in
grades 4-8 enhance their social skills, confidence, and ability
to be successful in school and in the future.

Teen Therapy Group – September 12

This free program meets twice monthly and provides high
school students with a safe place to speak openly about their
lives and work through common concerns often encountered
on the journey to adulthood.

Art in the Town – September 17

Our ten-week free after school art program for children ages
8-14 helps participants enhance their artistic abilities while
increasing confidence and social skills.

Adult Anger Management Group – Sept. 20

This eight-week group helps participants better understand
and gain control over anger and make positive behavior
changes to manage it effectively.

Peer Mentoring – September 27

Future Leaders meet twice monthly and allows students
ages 8-13 to benefit from a positive peer mentoring
relationship with older high school students.

Anxiety Coping Skills Group – October 16

This research-supported eight-week group helps children
ages 8-13 learn effective ways to deal with anxiety and stress.

For more information on these and other MaineStay
programs or to sign up for our e-newsletter visit
mainetown.com/mainestay or call 847-297-2510.

General Assistance – Savings To Residents For Fiscal Year 2017-2018
The General Assistance Department assists Maine Township
residents in a comprehensive and efficient way by establishing
partnerships with the State, Federal and local new or existing
programs. Direct General Assistance/Welfare cases are only
a fraction of the actual benefit programs administered to
local residents.
For the Fiscal Year 2017-2018 over 6,000 residents saved a total
of $834,774.93 by utilizing Maine Township General Assistance
services which equaled 125% of the administrative expenses.
Fall is just around the corner and the General Assistance Department
is preparing for the beginning of its Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP) October 1st. This program assists residents whose income
is at 150% of the poverty level or lower with a one-time grant for
their utilities.

Beginning October 15 through December 7 our efficient case
managers will be available to assist our residents who wish to
re-evaluate their present Pharmaceutical Coverage under the
Medicare D program. This is only available once a year during
these specific dates.
Another important program is Benefit Access. If you are receiving
Social Security Disability benefits or you have celebrated your 65th
birthday and your annual gross income (including Social Security)
is $27,610 (for a single person household) or $36,635 (for a 2-person
household) then you might be eligible for a license plate sticker
renewal discount.
We at the Maine Township General Assistance Department invite
you to contact us at 847-297-2510 ext. 236 with any questions you
might have.

M a i n e Tow n s h i p - M a i n e l y N ew s - F a l l 2 018 — Pa g e 5

Presorted Standard
U.S. Postage
PAID
Palatine, IL
Permit No. 7140

MAINE TOWNSHIP • 1700 Ballard Road, Park Ridge, Illinois 60068-1006
847-297-2510 • www.mainetown.com

Listen to 1350AM for Township updates

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Town Hall Hours

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Mon - Fri : 9 AM - 5 PM

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Board Meetings on Sept. 25, Oct. 23, Nov. 27,
and Dec. 27 (Thurs) at 7:30 PM
Offices closed on Sept. 3 for Labor Day
Offices closed on Oct. 8 for Columbus Day
Offices closed on Nov. 12 for Veteran’s Day
Offices closed on Nov. 22 & 23 for Thanksgiving
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetown.com
Printed on recycled paper

HOW TO CONTACT
OUR DEPARTMENTS

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office, 		

Ext. 255

Clerk’s Office,			

Ext. 222

Code Enforcement Officer,

Ext. 259

General Assistance,		

Ext. 236

MaineStreamers, 		

Ext. 260

Veteran’s Assistance, 		

Ext. 236

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

Peter
Gialamas
Clerk

Susan
Moylan Krey
Assessor

Walter
Kazmierczak
Highway
Commissioner

MaineStay Youth & Family Services
847-297-2510
Office of Emergency Management
847-297-5911
Highway Department

847-297-5225

You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township Web site:
www.mainetown.com.

Kimberly
Jones
Trustee

David A.
Carrabotta, Esq.
Trustee
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Claire R.
McKenzie
Trustee

Susan Kelly
Sweeney
Trustee

