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Laura’s
Letter
Happy Spring! The first
few days of Daylight
Savings Time provided
a glimpse of hope to this
never-ending winter
season. The Township has
been extraordinarily busy this year as we swing
into spring. A few highlights include:
• Our staff making the commitment to start
our budget process as early as possible
due to so many new changes. For the first
time ever, the Township has commissioned
a benchmark salary study of every job at
Town Hall so our residents and Board,
who represent you, can evaluate financial
data in comparison to other government
municipalities and the private sector. This
landmark study will provide input for our
budget process and allow the Board to review
whether Maine Township is competitive in
attracting and retaining personnel to provide
residents the best services.

• Since I last wrote to you, the Township lost one
of our most outstanding and dedicated Deputy
Foreman of the Highway Department with the
passing of Robert (Bobby) Brzezinski. This was
a devastating blow to his family as well as our
Township family. He will be sorely missed.
Highway Commissioner Walter Kazmierczak
gave a very touching tribute at our regular
February meeting.
• January also saw an incredible community
response to a call for action to help restock
our Food Pantry. Specifically, Jewel-Osco in
Park Ridge was awarded a Township plaque
in recognition of their incredible food drive
coordinated by manager Benny Velazquez and
many dedicated employees. The Food Pantry
also announced a new food collection drive
by St. Luke’s Church in Park Ridge for
Sunday, April 14.

MaineStreamers 2019 “Swing into Spring”
Senior Expo set for April 25 at Golf Mill
Two award-winning vocalists, Denny Diamond and Maureen Christine, will bring their
talents together to close out the day at Maine Township MaineStreamers “Swing into
Spring” Senior Expo scheduled for Thursday, April 25, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Golf Mill
Shopping Center in Niles. Vendors will exhibit from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and the dazzling
musicians will perform between 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. The 13th Annual Senior Expo promises
entertainment, health screenings, and information from businesses and organizations
that provide services and products to make senior life better.
The day kicks off with Early Bird Bingo sponsored by Athletico featuring gift cards to
local restaurants for winners. The morning raffle will feature theater tickets, restaurant
gift cards, movie tickets and more. Attendees can participate in a free Zumba class for
beginners as well as an informational Senior Scam Prevention Program, sponsored by
the Park Ridge Police Department. The afternoon raffle sponsored by Maine Township
Supervisor Laura J. Morask and the Maine Township Elected Officials will feature three
$100 gift cards.
“Seniors are too often overlooked yet are the lifeblood of a truly thriving community.
One of the things that sets our township apart is the recognition of a need for
development of programming geared towards two distinct senior populations
which face different needs and challenges in keeping their lives active and engaged.”
Supervisor Morask said. “Marie Dachniwsky and her team have geared this awardwinning expo to feature services and products for all age ranges, so whether you are 60
or 85, you can expect to find information and services geared to your particular needs.”
Free to all seniors, the Expo is sponsored by Maine Township, Advocate Lutheran
General Hospital, Journal & Topics Newspapers, Senior News 50 and Better, Suburban
Resource Guide for Seniors, and Parkway Bank.
“The Senior Expo is a fun-filled day,” Director Marie Dachniwsky said. “It provides
seniors with valuable information to enrich their lives.”
Call the MaineStreamers office at 847-297-2510, stop by Town Hall at 1700 Ballard Rd.,
Park Ridge, or the visit website at www.mainetown.com to explore all the resources and
services available to senior residents.

• Our Senior Department is well underway
with plans to host one of our premier annual
programs known as Swing into Spring.
The Senior Expo will be held on Thursday,
April 25 at Golf Mill. In keeping with our
fiscally conservative stewardship of your
continued on page 2
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Denny Diamond and
Maureen Christine
will bring their talents
together in a warmhearted and exciting
musical performance
sure to delight all.

Laura’s Letter
continued from page 1

taxpayer money, the Senior Department has
enlisted the highest amount of corporate
sponsorships ever! This program garners
nearly 2,000 attendees and is a truly great
day for Seniors.

• Our General Assistance Department is
being completely revamped and updated
in the wake of the previous Director’s
retirement. Led by Acting Director Austin
Kelso and Deputy Director Kathy Sabbini,
they led efforts to help those affected by the
Landings fire as well as the long government
shutdown all while finishing up one of our
busiest LIHEAP seasons.
• Our Assessor’s department will be facing
its busiest time during the Triennial
Assessment and opening for appeals
are tentatively set for May 3, 2019. As
highlighted at the Annual Town Meeting,
they have worked to save over $600,000 in
property taxes for our residents.

• MaineStay continued its excellent
programming by offering a daylong
program fully funded by our partnership
with Chicago Behavioral Health devoted to
the topic of heroin and the opioid epidemic,
a very timely issue.

• The Township also updated and passed
many new policies and procedures, capital
contracts, and made our website even more
user friendly by having each department
put interactive PDFs for certain applications
and permits in a very useful directory.
Additionally, we are near final approval of
our major nine-month revamp of an updated
Personnel Policy Manual, a project led by
Administrator Dayna Berman in conjunction
with our Township Attorney.

• Spring continues to be incredibly busy time
of year. Our annual budget gets filed in
April and then one of my favorite events, the
Annual Town Meeting takes place. The event
provides a great opportunity for residents
to participate as electors in their Township
government, vote on certain annual issues
and hear my State of the Township report.
This meeting defines why Township
government is so important. We are the
government for over 130,000 unincorporated
residents and five municipalities located
in Maine Township. Whether you are 16 or
60 we have such a wide array of services to
offer you all for an average taxpayer cost of
less than two cents on the dollar.

In closing, as winter slowly sheds its death grip
of incessant cold, I hope to see you at one of these
great events!

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

TRUSTEE’S CORNER
Trustee, David A. Carrabotta, Esq.
Hi all,
As your
Township Board
seeks common
ground between
providing
resident services and the real estate taxes
levied upon property owners, Des Plaines’s
Donna Adam and her Clean Up-Give
Back Program volunteers to keep our
community clean.
Clean Up-Give Back identifies locations
needing trash cleanup, and volunteers
(anyone including those needing community
service hours) join for 2.5 hours on each
“cleanup campaign” with Ms. Adam
providing protective vests, gloves, water
bottles, etc.
Recent campaign areas included Talcott
between Oakton and Touhy, Sumac and
Noel (with Maine Township’s Mike Samaan,
Republic Disposal, residents and volunteers
filling two dumpsters), Touhy and Wolf,
Ballard Road and Belleau Woods Forest
Preserve (several campaigns here), Des
Plaines Library neighborhood (with the
Des Plaines Library Teen Advisory Board),

Robin Drive at Dempster (requested
by residents who helped volunteers in
the December cold fill more than 17
garbage bags), Oakton and Lee, Wolf and
Central Road (resident requested with 16
volunteers filling over 20 garbage bags),
and Potawatomie Woods (Wolf Pack 182
Scouts filling many bags).
“Like & Follow” Clean Up-Give Back
on Facebook.
View photos and upcoming campaigns
listing, volunteer and donate at
www.cleanupgiveback.org.
Upcoming campaigns include (40
Minnesota students joining in during
their “Alternative Spring Break”), and
May (seniors joining in) at Brookdale
in Des Plaines.
Residents can suggest areas needing
cleaning and companies can schedule an
“Employee Service Day” by contacting Ms.
Adam at donnaadam@cleanupgiveback.org
or calling 847-224-8592.
If you drive by during a campaign, give
a honk and “thumbs up” to these great
volunteers!

Jewel-Osco Reaches Donation Goal to Help Food Pantry
Park Ridge Jewel-Osco front end manager, Benny Velazquez, left, Maine Township
Supervisor Laura J. Morask, center, Maine Township Food Pantry Director, Carol
Langan meet at the Jewel to celebrate reaching the holiday fundraising goal.
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NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR
Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey
Triennial Reassessment
Tentatively Scheduled for
May 3, 2019

This May, the Cook County Assessor, Fritz Kaegi will issue
all Maine Township residents reassessment notices for their
property. Once the notices are mailed, the Maine Township
Assessor’s Office will begin the process of helping residents
appeal residential property located within Maine Township.
Residents will have approximately 30 days after the mailing of
the notice to file an appeal.

How Can Maine Township Help Appeal
My New Assessment?

Maine Township Assessor, Susan Moylan Krey, and her
knowledgeable staff will assist residents in filing an appeal
for their residential property. The staff will analyze the

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Highway Commissioner,
Walter Kazmierczak
Maine Township lost one
of its most valued and
dedicated employees
recently to cancer. Bob Brzezinski worked for the
Highway Department for nearly 35 years. It was
his first and only full time job. Bob spent most
of those years under the title of foreman and in
2016, Director of the Highway Department.
Bob was a natural. He could fix anything and knew literally
everything about road maintenance and construction. Bob
was largely self taught and could speak to any engineer as
an equal. His institutional knowledge was unequaled. He
could tell you without hesitation which roads were serviced
by which governmental entity. You could give him an
address and more often than not he could give you a physical
description of the property. He had encyclopedic knowledge
of the unincorporated infrastructure. He devoted his life
to this place. No one worked harder and better than Bob
Brzezinski. He will be missed as an employee and a friend.

neighborhood data to determine if there is a lack of uniformity
among the data. If an appeal is warranted, they will assist in
collecting the data and file the appeal on behalf of the resident.
We expect the volume of residents needing service to be extremely
high during this time period. Due to the county rules, the Maine
Township Assessor’s Office is not able to file any commercial
or non-residential appeals. Those can only be filed at the Cook
County Assessor’s Office at the downtown location.

When will the new assessed value appear
on my property tax bill?

Assessed value changes resulting from the 2019 Triennial
reassessment will appear on the second installment of the 2019
property tax bill that is mailed in late-summer 2020.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 255,
email smkrey@mainetown.com or visit www.mainetown.com

First Tree Branch Pickup For 2019

Spring is coming. Please mark your calendar as the first tree
branch pickup date is Monday, April 15 for the unincorporated
area. The service will continue once a month through September.
The pickup date is always the third Monday of the month. The
balance of the schedule is May 20, June 17, July 15, August 19 and
September 16. There will no branch pickup after September.
Branches must be curbside by 7 a.m. on the pickup date. Branches
cannot be left curbside prior to 48 hours before the pickup date.
Putting branches before that time may result in an ordinance violation
and fine. Our scheduled route can take up to three days to complete.
Once a street is completed, we will not be back until the next
scheduled pickup date. Branches will only be picked up at the street
curbside and the cut ends cannot be more than 4 by 6 feet. Any debris
or material interspersed with tree branches will not be picked up.

Building Permits

Unincorporated area only residents must obtain a Maine Township
Highway Department Permit or Waiver Letter for any type of
construction that may affect the public right of way. Examples are
new construction, substantial remodeling or additions, driveways
fences and sheds.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 7 AM to 3:30 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-5225,
email MTHighway@aol.com or visit www.mainetown.com

M a i n e Tow n s h i p - M a i n e l y N ew s • S p r i n g 2 019 — Pa g e 3

CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk,
Peter Gialamas
Happy Spring everyone. On April 9,
2019 at 7 p.m. we will hold our
169th Annual Town meeting at Town
Hall. I am always pleased to be a part
of this event. We welcome all of our constituents to come out and
participate in what is always an enjoyable evening.
One of the highlights of the evening is when
I have the honor of presenting the Sgt. Karen
Lader Good Citizen’s Award. Sgt Karen Lader
was Maine Township’s liaison officer from the
Cook County Sheriff’s department for several
years. She was a staple of our Neighborhood
Watch meetings as well as a loyal participant
at Maine Township’s National Night Out
Against Crime. She was a truly wonderful person, as well as
an outstanding police officer who passed away far too young.

Every year we choose a worthy Maine Township resident
who exemplifies what it means to be a good citizen and
present them the award named in her honor. If you
know someone who exemplifies what it means to be a
good citizen, please consider nominating them for this
year’s award. You can get an application online at Maine
Township’s website or stop in and grab an application at
our reception desk.
I look forward to seeing you at this year’s Annual
Town Meeting.

Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222,
email petegialamas@yahoo.com or visit www.mainetown.com
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Warm weather activities with
MaineStreamers

MaineStay Youth & Family Services News

Hop on our coach bus as we head on one of our exciting
day trips or join us at one of our special events:

MaineStay offers high-quality, compassionate counseling services for
the whole family. Our family therapists use a respectful, strength-based
counseling approach designed to assist you in meeting your goals as
quickly as possible. We work with children, adolescents, adults, couples,
and families. Services are available in English, Spanish, and Polish at an
affordable cost using a sliding fee scale.

• Tour one of most beautiful Temples in the United
States, The BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir Temple
in Bartlett and witness a morning service.
• “Mystery” day trip. Follow clues as we travel and try
to guess the destinations we will be visiting!
• First time in Chicago - Teatro ZinZanni presents Love
Chaos & Dinner, a whirlwind of international cirque,
comedy and cabaret served with a multi-course feast.
An interactive theater experience!
• Join us for one of our Informative programs, “History
of the Little Black Dress” presented by Leslie Goddard.

Mules to Mansions, I & M Canal, Day Trip
Take a walk through an English garden and tour
the Weber House, where you’ll explore the home’s
architecture and connection to some of the 20th century’s
most famous personalities. Then step back in time to 1848
and take a ride on the I & M Canal on a mule-pulled Canal
Boat and learn about life along the canal. You will get a
chance to visit the National Historic Landmark, Hegeler
Carus Mansion. Experience the grandeur of a bygone era
and the heritage of a fascinating family whose history is
woven tightly with that of the Illinois Valley, the United
States and internationally.

Counseling Services

Psychiatric Services for Adults and Children

MaineStay, in partnership with The Josselyn Center, offers affordable and
convenient psychiatric services to residents of Maine Township. Available
services include comprehensive psychiatric evaluation, medication
management, consultation, collaboration, referral, and integration of
psychiatric care into each client’s overall plan. Services are available to
both adults and children in first grade and up. Medicaid recipients are
welcome and a sliding fee is available.

Mentoring

Our award-winning mentoring program, offered in partnership with
Big Brothers Big Sisters, meets twice monthly in a structured group
setting and helps children in grades 4-8 enhance their social skills,
confidence, and ability to be successful in school and in the future.

For more information on these and other MaineStay programs
visit mainetown.com/mainestay, email mainestay@mainetown.com,
or call 847-297-2510.

Joining MaineStreamers

The Maine Township MaineStreamers program offers
a variety of opportunities for residents 55 and older.
Membership is FREE and includes a monthly newsletter
which features all of our affordable programs, classes
and trips.

For more information,
contact MaineStreamers at 847-297-2510
or visit mainetown.com/mainestreamers.

“MaineStreamers’ outings take me to great
places with all the planning details taken care
of for me. All I have to do is have fun and
make new friends at the same time!”
		

– Janet Becker, Park Ridge
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Listen to 1350AM for Township updates

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Town Hall Hours

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Mon - Fri : 9 AM - 5 PM

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Annual Town Meeting on April 9, 2019 at 7 p.m.
Board Meetings on Mar. 26, Apr. 23 and May 28 at 6:30 p.m.
Neighborhood Watch on Apr. 3, May 1 and June 5.
Offices closed May 27 for Memorial Day.
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetown.com
Printed on recycled paper

HOW TO CONTACT
OUR DEPARTMENTS

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office, 		

Ext. 255

Clerk’s Office,			

Ext. 222

Code Enforcement Officer,

Ext. 259

General Assistance,		

Ext. 236

MaineStreamers, 		

Ext. 260

Veteran’s Assistance, 		

Ext. 236

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

Peter
Gialamas
Clerk

Susan
Moylan Krey
Assessor

Walter
Kazmierczak
Highway
Commissioner

MaineStay Youth & Family Services
847-297-2510
Office of Emergency Management
847-297-2510
Highway Department

847-297-5225

You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township Web site:
www.mainetown.com.

Kimberly
Jones
Trustee

Claire R.
McKenzie
Trustee
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David A.
Carrabotta, Esq.
Trustee

Susan Kelly
Sweeney
Trustee

