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Laura’s
Letter
Hi Folks;
I hope all the Maine
Township mothers had a
great—albeit very chilly
Mother’s Day.
• As I write this letter, our board room is filled
with hundreds of residents streaming in to
our Assessor’s Department to appeal their
sudden—and in many cases—intense increase
in their homes’ Triennial Reassessment.
Our Assessor Susan Moylan Krey and her
team held numerous Township seminars in
the past few months to help our residents
better understand the process. Although the
Triennial Reassessment is not done by Maine
Township, we are here to help residents file
their appeals (deadline was June 4). On one
Friday alone, the Assessor’s department
handled 338 appeals in person and fielded
dozens of calls to help our residents appeal –
all done at no charge.
• By the time you read this letter, the Township
will have helped thousands of people file their
appeals. Special thanks to the Assessor staff
Liz, Deb, Sam, Dee, and Susie as well as my
other staff — Doriene, Vicki, Kristina, Carol—
that did double and triple duty, and to front
desk staff who handled preliminary questions,
directed traffic and passed out free bottled
water and soft drinks to residents waiting
their turn.
• While this was going on, our Township staff
seamlessly handled not only daily jobs but
many of our most popular and premier events
including Senior Expo held in April at Golf
Mill and Agency Day sponsored by MaineStay
Youth & Family Services in early May.

The 13th annual Maine Township MaineStreamers “Swing into Spring” Senior Expo, held April 25 at Golf
Mill Shopping Center in Niles, provided township residents the opportunity to get valuable information from
a record-breaking 90 vendors. Here, Marie Dachniwsky, MaineStreamers Director, introduces the Township
elected officials. Left to right, are Trustee David A. Carrabotta, Esq., Trustee Susan Kelly Sweeney, Clerk Peter
Gialamas, Highway Commissioner Walter Kazmierczak, Trustee Kimberly Jones, and Assessor Susan Moylan Krey.

National Night Out scheduled for Aug. 6
National Night Out Against Crime (NNO), is scheduled for Tuesday, Aug. 6, from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
at Dee Park, 9229 Emerson St. in unincorporated Maine Township. Designed to promote family
fun and neighborhood unity, NNO also educates residents on crime prevention and safety.
It is sponsored by Maine Township, Neighborhood Watch, Cook County Sheriff’s Police, Golf
Maine Park District, North Maine Fire District and other community businesses. Local school
children will again be making posters based on a theme. Winners of the popular poster contest
will be announced at the event where prizes will be awarded.
According to Peter Gialamas, the Township Clerk who chairs the NNO Committee, other
highlights that evening will include a bounce house, games for kids with prizes, face painting
and a balloon artist.
National Night Out is called America’s Night Out Against Crime and has grown from
2.5 million participants in its first year to over 30 million in 10,000+ communities and in
unincorporated areas such as Maine Township.

Local talent interested in performing at the event as well as residents and businesses who
wish to volunteer or donate prizes, should contact Township Clerk Peter Gialamas at
petegialamas@yahoo.com or call 847-297-2510.

• Our entire building just got a long overdue
exterior makeover. Check out the full
repainting of Town Hall for the first time in
a decade and a half. We also replaced of our
brick walkway to alleviate flooding and even
out the surface.
continued on page 2
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The Annual Town Meeting in April
was moderated by Des Plaines
Alderman Dick Sayad, center, who
also presented a $5,000 check on
behalf of the Des Plaines Community
Foundation for the township food
pantry. He also donated his Moderator
fee of $50. Here, left to right, are also
Trustee David A. Carrabotta, Esq.,
Trustee Susan Kelly Sweeney, Supervisor
Laura J. Morask, Trustee Claire R.
McKenzie, Sayad, Trustee Kimberly
Jones, Highway Commissioner Walter
Kazmierczak, Clerk Peter Gialamas,
and Assessor Susan Moylan Krey

Laura’s Letter

TRUSTEE’S CORNER

continued from page 1

• Our Food Pantry received 3,000 pounds
of food thanks to the Skokie Post Office
food drive which has chosen our pantry
yearly as the recipient. We also received
a $9,000 check for the food pantry from
the Park Ridge Annual Crop Walk last
fall! Thank you to all who donated,
walked and especially Lynda Santrella
who organized the event.
• The Supervisor Financial Statement
on April 2 was followed a week later
by the Annual Town Meeting where
Des Plaines Alderman Dick Sayad
served as Moderator. At the meeting,
Alderman Sayad also presented a
$5,000 donation to the food pantry on
behalf of the Des Plaines Community
Foundation. Although moderators
customarily donate their fee of $50
to the food pantry, his grand gesture
was spectacular and truly helps
our residents.
• Our April regular meeting saw the
implementation of a new electronic
participation resolution which I had
the honor of being the inaugural test.
It worked and brought us into the 21st
Century with remote meeting access
and participation.
• Finally, the irony of a shortsighted bill
in Springfield to eliminate Townships
wending its way through the legislature
the same week as our Annual Town
Meeting that demonstrated that
Township government is closest to the
people should not be lost on any of us.
Whether it’s a problem with garbage
pick-up, a need for an expedited passport,
a family crisis or emergency, or filing an
appeal on your Triennial Reassessment,
we are here to help.

Trustee, Kimberly Jones
Finally, warm
weather is upon
us! If you’re
like me, I bet
you thought it
would never
get here. Now
that it has arrived and summer is just
around the corner, I invite you to visit the
Maine Township offices. With the panoply
of services and activities, I guarantee the
Township offers something for everyone
young and old.
To name just a few, our Assessor’s office and
her staff will be very happy to help appeal
your property tax bill or provide a number
of other services. A visit to our Clerk’s office
can provide you with a hunting or fishing
license, passport services or free Notary
Public services. For our veterans you can get
information on the Honor Flight program.
For our friends and neighbors who are 55
and older the Maine Streamers Department
offers a variety of entertainment from day

trips, movies, boat rides, etc., you name
a fun activity and I guarantee these folks
are doing it!
For our younger neighbors we have
an Intergenerational Fishing Outing,
Summer Camp, Art in the Town and
Future Leaders Peer Mentoring. Our
MaineStay Department offers teen therapy,
psychiatric services and free rides to
seniors for doctor visits. Maine Township’s
award-winning Recovery Connection
supports young adults in their recovery
by organizing social events and more in
a safe, sober environment.
These programs are just a few of the
services that Maine Township offers.
I encourage all of you to pop into the
Town Hall located at 1700 Ballard Road,
Park Ridge or visit our website at
www.mainetown.com and check out
what we can do for you.
We love to meet the neighbors that we
serve. Have a wonderful summer!

Maine Township names new Director of General Assistance
Austin Kelso, who was born and raised in Des Plaines, has been
named the new Director of General Assistance for Maine Township.
Previously employed by the Des Plaines Park District and Des
Plaines Journal & Topics Newspapers, Kelso has worked in Maine
Township since 2016.
His first position was in the Assessor’s Office where he provided
customer service to the public and appealed property taxes for Maine
Township residents during the triennial assessment in 2016. From
June of 2016 until January of this year when he was named Acting
Director of General Assistance, he was office manager for MaineStay Youth & Family
Services. A graduate of Maine West High School, Kelso earned his Associate of Arts degree
from Oakton Community College and his Bachelor of Arts from Roosevelt University.

As our weather finally (maybe) gets
warmer, summer awaits culminating in
our premier National Night Out Against
Crime celebration where I hope to see you
all on Tuesday, August 6 in Dee Park!
Happy Summer.

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor
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Aqua Illinois Give Back
As a way of giving back to
their customers, Aqua Illinois
President Craig Blanchette
second from left, is pictured
with Maine Township Highway
Commissioner Walter
Kazmierczak, center with neck
tie, and Aqua staff before
collecting trash in high traffic
areas of unincorporated Maine
Township in April. Thank you!

NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR

Review. The Board of Review has not set a calendar as of this
mailing. When Maine Township is advised of the date it will be
posted on the Maine Township website. It will not open prior
to August.

Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey
What You Need to Know
About the Second
Opportunity for Appealing
the 2019 Triennial Reassessment Notice

In early May, the Cook County Assessor’s office mailed
the Triennial Reassessment Notices to all Maine Township
residents. This notice advised residents of their property
assessment change. At that time residents had thirty days to
file an appeal. The official dates were May 7 through June 7th,
2019. Decision letters are mailed usually within 6 - 8 weeks of
the closing date of the appeal. Residents will have a second
opportunity to file an appeal with the Cook County Board of

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Highway Commissioner,
Walter Kazmierczak
Reminder:

TREE BRANCH PICK UP
SERVICE: Available for residents in
UNINCORPORATED Maine Township ONLY.

Do: Effective immediately, the maximum volume (pile) of
branches that can be processed at each home will be limited to a
six feet by four feet area which will be placed next to driveway
with cut ends facing curb. Branches must be curbside by 7 a.m.
on the third Monday of the month and placed out no sooner than
48 hours prior to that time. Once a street is completed we will not
return until the following month.

Getting Ready for the 2018 Second Installment
Property Tax bill

The Second Installment Property tax bill will mail in mid-summer.
It is important to review this bill to ensure that all exemptions
have been granted for entitled residents. If the exemptions do not
appear on the bill, come to the Maine Township Assessor’s office
to apply for them.
We are here to assist our residents, so stop by or call anytime.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 255,
email smkrey@mainetown.com or visit www.mainetown.com

Department 847-297-5225 or at mthighway@aol.com. Noncompliance of obtaining required waiver or permit may result
in violation of our ordinance and a possible fine. Please email
the highway department with your name, address, and brief
description of your project. You will be emailed the appropriate
request form or application and instructions.

Placement of garbage cans:

DO NOT place your garbage cans in the street. Garbage cans in
the street prevent the Highway Department from obtaining the
best results when street sweeping in the spring, summer and fall
and plowing snow in the winter months. Garbage cans should be
placed in the right-of-way next to your driveway. Failure to comply
with the above rules may result in violation of our ordinance and a
possible fine.

April showers bring May flowers and often lots of rain:

Don’t: We will not accept branches under 3 feet or larger than 4”
in diameter; logs, ornamental shrubs, grass or bush clippings or
any bushes or branches with roots will not be accepted; nor will
any branches containing construction debris, foreign material or
garbage; or any branches cut by a landscaper or tree service.

Springtime can be a welcome relief from the cold harsh months
of winter. Often, rain replaces the snow and can cause havoc to
homeowners and our streets and roads. If rain results in water
coming into your house from indoor drains, toilets or sinks
chances are this is a sanitary sewer issue and you would need
to call your water company (residents living in unincorporated
Maine Township who are supplied water by AQUA may call
their 24-hour line 877-987-2782, residents in incorporated Maine
Township would call their water company or village/city.

Permit/Waiver letter request:

If water is standing in the street and storm sewer drains may be
clogged and you live in unincorporated Maine Township, please
contact the Highway Department at 847-297-5225.

Note: Failure to comply with the above rules will jeopardize
your eligibility for our services and may result in violation of our
ordinance with a possible fine.
If you live in unincorporated Maine Township, you are under
the jurisdiction of two local governments, and you MUST
contact both offices regarding permit requirements (Cook
County Building & Zoning Department 312-603-0500,
intake.bnz@cookcountyil.gov and Maine Township Highway

Hours: Monday–Friday from 7 AM to 3:30 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-5225,
email MTHighway@aol.com or visit www.mainetown.com
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CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk,
Peter Gialamas
Hello Everyone,
At the Maine Township Annual
Meeting in April, I had the honor of
presenting Mrs. Angela Brzezinski the township’s
Sgt. Karen Lader Memorial Good Citizen’s Award in honor
of her husband, the late Robert Brzezinski, former Maine
Township highway director. She was accompanied by her
daughter Alicia Brzezinski and Lt. Michael Goldsmith of the
Cook County Sheriff’s Police. The namesake of the award was
a longtime, valued member of the Sheriff’s Police and a true
supporter and friend of the township.
It is that time of year when we start getting ready for Maine
Township’s National Night Out Against Crime, which will be
held on Tuesday, August 6 at Dee Park. This is my sixth year
serving as Chairman of the National Night Out Committee.

We are looking to make the event bigger and better
than ever. To achieve that goal, we are always looking
for volunteers to help at the event or donations from
our local businesses to use as raffle prizes or help
defray the cost of the event. If you can help, in either
area, please contact me at petegialamas@yahoo.com,
or call 847-297-2510.
On Thursday May 2, it was my honor to be elected to
the position of Treasurer of the Clerk’s Division of the
Township Officials of Cook County. It is a wonderful
organization that I have learned so much from as my
time as a Clerk. I am happy to serve and look forward
to continuing our educational sessions in the fall.

Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222,
email petegialamas@yahoo.com or visit www.mainetown.com

Older Adult Services
The Older Adult Services
Program through Advocate
Lutheran General Hospital
offers a variety of valuable
and informative resources
and programs for older
adults, their family members,
and the community.

We provide:
• Senior Information
and Referral
• Adult Day Center
(transportation available)
• Philips Lifeline Personal
Emergency Home
Response
• Home Delivered Meals
• Senior Advocate
• Expressions; a program
for persons with early
stage dementia

For more information about our services, call 847.296.0737.
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MaineStreamers,
Enhancing Lives After 55+

MaineStay Youth & Family Services News

Hop on our coach bus as we head on one of our exciting
day trips or join us at one of our special events:
• Enjoy an afternoon at Miller Park, Milwaukee, cheering
on the Chicago Cubs.
• “The Band’s Visit” at the Cadillac Palace Theatre and
lunch at Carson’s Ribs!
• Join us for an Informative program with lunch, Eleanor
Roosevelt “Her Story Her Day” presented by Lynn Rymarz.

We are currently expanding our
award-winning Big Brothers Big Sisters
mentoring program to offer select youth
the opportunity to be paired with highlyskilled adult mentors, many with extensive
work experience in medicine, business
management, and human resources. Matches meet every other Tuesday
from 6-7:30 p.m. at the Maine Township Town Hall and participate in
a variety of fun, diverse activities and field trip experiences. This is a
unique opportunity for youth to build leadership skills that will enhance
their self-confidence, social skills, and academic achievement to help
shape them to become future leaders in today’s modern society. This
program is FREE for participating families. To apply online visit
www.mainetown.com/mentoring.

A Day in Springfield

Visit our State Capitol, Land of Lincoln in Springfield.
We will visit the highly interactive Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Museum and Library, the Old State Capital
building and tour the newly renovated Governor’s
Mansion. We will conclude our trip at Lincoln’s Tomb,
the final resting place of the 16th President of the United
States, Oak Ridge Cemetery.

Summer Concert, “The Four C Notes”

A tribute to the music of Frankie Valli and
The Four Seasons, Prairie Lakes Theatre, Des Plaines!
Created by John Michael Coppola, best known for his
appearance in Chicago’s long running production of the
Broadway smash hit JERSEY BOYS, THE FOUR C NOTES
are the Midwest’s ONLY tribute dedicated to recreating
the music of Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons!
While they call Chicago home, they perform ALL
OVER THE COUNTRY!

Joining MaineStreamers

The Maine Township MaineStreamers program offers
a variety of opportunities for residents 55 and older.
Membership is FREE and includes a monthly newsletter
which features all of our affordable programs, classes
and trips.

For more information,
contact MaineStreamers at 847-297-2510
or visit mainetown.com/mainestreamers.

“MaineStreamers….makes my days brighter!
I became a member hoping to meet other
members and participate in fun trips and
activities. The staff makes this all possible.”
		

– Susan Culotta, Glenview

Youth Mentoring

Summer Camp

The second session of our Adventure Maine Township summer camp
program will take place from July 9-19 (Monday-Thursday) and is open
to children ages 8-13 who qualify based on family income. This camp
provides a supportive and structured environment where children can
improve their social skills while being exposed to new activities they
may not otherwise be able to experience. Throughout the camp we
discuss important topics such as teamwork, citizenship, peer pressure,
respect, responsibility, and trustworthiness.

For more information on these and other MaineStay programs
visit mainetown.com/mainestay, email mainestay@mainetown.com,
or call 847-297-2510.

Volunteers Needed for
FISH of Park Ridge
Since 1971, FISH (Friends Indeed Serve & Help)
has been serving Maine Township neighbors
providing them with FREE Volunteer
Transportation to medical appointments.

Due to a 40% Increase in Ridership
We Need Volunteer Drivers
To Volunteer, Please Contact:
Ed Oken, President 847-696-0761

FISH of Park Ridge
P.O. Box 86, Park Ridge, IL 60068
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Listen to 1350AM for Township updates

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Town Hall Hours

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Mon - Fri : 9 AM - 5 PM

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Board Meetings on June 25, July 23, Aug. 27
and Sept. 24 at 7:30 p.m.

A total of $7000 was raised by
Countryside Saloon Sports Bar & Grill
to benefit the Maine Township food
pantry. Over the years, the business
has raised about $30,000 from raffles
during Chicago Bears games and
at other times. Here presenting the
check is, l to r, Janet Bar, Countryside
owner, Pantry Director Carol
Langan, and Joyce Solvig, the head
coordinator of the fundraising effort.
The donation was the largest ever by
Countryside. Thank you!

Offices closed on July 4 for Independence Day
National Night Out Against Crime Aug. 6
in Dee Park at 6:30 p.m.
Offices closed on Sept. 2 for Labor Day
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetown.com
Printed on recycled paper

HOW TO CONTACT
OUR DEPARTMENTS

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office, 		

Ext. 255

Clerk’s Office,			

Ext. 222

Code Enforcement Officer,

Ext. 259

General Assistance,		

Ext. 236

MaineStreamers, 		

Ext. 260

Veteran’s Assistance, 		

Ext. 236

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

Peter
Gialamas
Clerk

Susan
Moylan Krey
Assessor

Walter
Kazmierczak
Highway
Commissioner

MaineStay Youth & Family Services
847-297-2510
Office of Emergency Management
847-297-2510
Highway Department

847-297-5225

You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township Web site:
www.mainetown.com.

Kimberly
Jones
Trustee

Claire R.
McKenzie
Trustee
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David A.
Carrabotta, Esq.
Trustee

Susan Kelly
Sweeney
Trustee

