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We Are Here to Help
• Assessor’s Office
• Clerk’s Office
• Highway Department
• MaineStay Youth &
Family Services
• Senior Information &
Assistance Services
• General Assistance
• MaineStreamers
• Veteran Services
• Code Enforcement Office
• Office of Emergency
Management
• Recovery Connection

www.mainetown.com

847-297-2510

On behalf of the Elected Officials and Staff of Maine Township,
we wish you the best of the holiday season and a Happy New Year!

Laura’s
Letter
Greetings residents! As I was
reviewing my last Laura’s Letter,
I said that I hoped you had a nice
vacation during summer or fall
because we would soon be getting
buried with bleak bonkers Chicagostyle weather. Wow! Was I right, unfortunately! Winter
has come early.
After the record breaking snow on Halloween, our
Township schools had to cancel their annual Trick or Treat
through the Town Hall. But, my nimble, dedicated staff
brought the goodies assembled courtesy of Doriene Prorak,
directly to the kids thanks to our tremendous Maintenance
Staff headed by Mike Samaan. This efforts shows our
Township has continued in the old Post Office fashion…
through rain, sleet, snow etc. I truly hope that while you
read this you are not buried under a huge blanket of snow
and shared a wonderful Thanksgiving with friends and
family. Fall and winter have been among our busiest days
at the Township. A few highlights since our last newsletter:
• I give a shout out of thanks to the Vine Street
Barbeque organizers Brian Chaplin, Jamie Rubin,
Jamie Rafferty, and Joe Kontuly for presenting $4,500
to our Food Pantry in early November as one of their
chosen recipients of their fabulous event held in
Park Ridge in August. Thank you as well as to our
own Director, Carol Langan, for coordinating with
this fantastic group. This donation went a long way
towards helping us maintain a stock of food for our
neighbors in need.

• Our premier Garage Sale in September,
spearheaded by Coordinator Anne Camarano
and the MaineStay team, was an enormous
success despite intermittent pouring rain. Most
importantly, $4,500 was raised to help fund our
Summer Adventure Camp for disadvantaged
youth. Also, Anne won a statewide award for her
outstanding work from the Township Officials of
Illinois presented to her in Springfield in November.
Congrats Anne!
• Thanksgiving season saw us put out a call to action
for food and donations to our food pantry. We
were absolutely stunned by the overwhelmingly
generous community response. From schools,
churches, chambers of commerce, local businesses,
and a steady stream of individuals across our
Township, the spirit was heartwarming and that is
what makes this a special place. Please read Trustee
Claire McKenzie’s thoughtful Trustee Corner for a
more in depth look.

• Throughout October and early November a record
number of agencies presented to our Board at
agency funding hearings. Agency funding is a core
mission of the Township whereby each year, social
service agencies apply to us for financial support.
Each agency completes a thorough application and
presentation to help the Board determine those
that best serve our Township residents. Public
sector agency funding has come under attack in
recent years and decreased State support has left
many agencies in greater need of funding. As a
Board, we ensure our financial support gets used
to help Maine Township residents. I should note
that as our Township is one of the few governments
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with a balanced budget, zero debt, and zero
mortgage, thus, we are in the best position to
directly aid those in need without duplication
of services.

• Maine Township has developed beneficial
partnerships with so many groups, and on
October 20, we participated in the 25th Park
Ridge Annual Crop Walk. Again our food
pantry was one of their chosen beneficiaries. A
big thank you to Lynda Santrella and the Crop
Walk team for typically donating over $5,000
annually. It is always greatly appreciated.

• One of the most utilized Township
departments was again this fall, our Assessor’s
office. Led by Assessor Susan Moylan Krey,
the department hosted two extremely well
attended events, one at Park Ridge City Hall
and one at Maine Township, to help property
owners learn about the Board of Review
process. The Township Assessor’s office opened
for Board of Review appeals from October 7
through November 5 during which they helped
over 1,500 township residents for free in-person
filings, phone questions and email question/
answer sessions.
• November saw the Township Officials of
Illinois Educational Conference where our
elected officials and department heads received
valuable training in budgets, levies, and
efficiencies. We are delighted to announce
that once again Maine Township received a
TOI award -for our MaineStay Youth Program
Coordinator Anne Camarano (see above).
• To wrap up, I truly hope your holidays shine.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to us for
any assistance you may need. If our Township
does not provide the service you need, our
incredibly knowledgeable staff will direct you
to an appropriate resource.

Please visit www.mainetown.com to see the vast
array of services offered by Maine Township. As
TOI has consistently recognized, Maine Township
is of incredible value to our residents. There is no
other government unit that can fulfill this type of
need for direct services with no bureaucratic red
tape for less than two cents of your tax dollar. So
stop in during this Holiday season so we may be
of help. Here’s to a fantastic 2020!

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

Supervisor Morask addresses Student
Government Day at Town Hall

Trustee, Claire R. McKenzie
Hello Friends,

In my time as a Maine Township Trustee, helping the
Township Food Pantry help our residents has been of
special interest to me – at this time of year particularly, it
showcases the true spirit of the holidays. Many individuals
and organizations have generously donated to the Maine
Township Food Pantry. We appreciate the continued support from the community
including $4,500 from Vine St BBQ Competition, $1,000 from Nelson Automotive,
and a record setting amount close to $10,000 from Crop Walk this year. Park Ridge
Chamber’s Park Ridge Executive Network (PREN) Group, Oakton Community College
Empty Bowls, Countryside Saloon, Maine East Thespian Troupe 1792, Mary Seat of
Wisdom Park Ridge, Fifth Third Bank Rosemont and local real estate agencies such as
Keller Williams, and Dream Town - Team Fallico Realty have also generously donated
among many others. Once again my utmost thanks to Park Ridge Jewel/Osco who are
donating complete turkey dinners for the Thanksgiving and upcoming holiday season.
Throughout the year, Town Hall has reached out to the community for donations to
re-stock the pantry and those calls for help were met with an overwhelming response.
Our friendly and dedicated staff hand-packs each box with non-perishable food items,
which helps feed hundreds of families and individuals each month. Your contribution,
whether small or large, makes a difference for many of our neighbors in need.
If you would like to donate, non-perishable food items are accepted at Town Hall
Monday-Friday,
9 am - 5 pm or
contact our Food
Pantry Coordinator,
Carol Langan, to
arrange a pickup
in advance. Some
suggested items are:
· Macaroni &
Cheese
· Cereal
· Canned Tuna
· Plain Rice
· Spaghetti Sauce
· Chunky Soup
· Peanut Butter
If you are in need of
food and would like
to learn more about
this program and
the requirements to
qualify, please call
(847) 297-2510, ext 236.
Happy Holidays
and best wishes for
2020! Here’s to a new
decade! Let’s make it
a good one!
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NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR
Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey
How Does Your Local
Assessor’s Office Help You?
If you have never been to the Maine
Township Assessor’s Office, we encourage you to stop in!

Just this past May, Maine Township was reassessed by the Cook
County Assessor. Yes, it is true…as your assessor, I do not assess
your property but my office offers a courteous, highly trained,
efficient staff that will help you to understand and explain the
assessment process. We will do analysis to determine if an appeal
can be filed at no cost. We will assist in explaining the process of
filing a second appeal to the Board of Review. By law, taxpayers
have the right to file an appeal every year.

The Cook County Treasurer mails two tax bills a year. The first one
is due March 1 and the second bill is usually due around August 1.

The second bill is important because it should reflect all the
exemptions that one might be entitled to. If exemptions have not
been received on the tax bill, by law, exemptions can be granted
back for three years. To date, Maine Township Assessor’s office
has saved residents over $600,000 in exemptions that would have
otherwise been missed.

Getting Ready to File Senior and
Senior Freeze Exemptions!
In mid-January, the Cook County Assessor will mail the Senior and
Senior Freeze Exemption Applications. If you turned 65 in the year
2019 (born in 1954) this is the first time you are eligible to apply
and need to come to the Maine Township office in mid-January,
when the applications will be available. We are here to help.
Have a safe and joyous holiday season!

Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 255,
email smkrey@mainetown.com or visit www.mainetown.com

CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk, Peter Gialamas
I wanted to take this time to wish
each and every one of you happy
and joyous holiday season and a very
Happy New Year. With 2020 almost
upon us, I wanted to share some
important dates for the upcoming
March 17 Presidential Primary Election.
3/1/20 Last day to register to vote by online application
3/2/20 First day of early voting

3/12/20 Last day to request a mail ballot, including military
and overseas voters
3/16/20 Last day of early voting

3/16/20 Last day of grace period registration and voting
3/17/20 Last day mail ballots can be postmarked
3/17/20 Election Day

You can register to vote by coming into the Clerk’s Department
here at Maine Township. We are open from Monday through
Friday from 9 am to 5 pm. One of our deputy registrars will be
happy to assist you.
Our right to participate in the democratic process is one of our
greatest responsibilities as citizens, so please be sure to make
your voice heard.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222,
email petegialamas@yahoo.com or visit www.mainetown.com
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HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Highway Commissioner,
Walter Kazmierczak
SNOW REMOVAL
The Highway Department is
responsible for snow removal on all
unincorporated streets. Our plows go out as soon as snow
accumulation warrants removal and when icy conditions call
for salting the streets.
Please remember to adhere to the snow ban parking signs in
your neighborhood. With your cooperation, our streets will be
cleared in the least amount of time. As a reminder, it is against
Township ordinance to push snow from your property into
the street. Any non-adherence could result in a fine.
Your garbage cans must be placed at the end of your
driveway or the right of way. They may not be placed in
the street since it interferes with snow plowing. Any vehicle
parked in the street will be towed at your expense according
to posted signs.

AQUA AID
Aqua Aid is an assistance program designed to enable customers
in need to maintain uninterrupted water service. The program is
focused on unincorporated residents who are serviced by the water
utility AQUA. It is funded by donations from Aqua customers. It
is neighbor helping neighbor. You should know that 100% of each
donation goes directly to those who need it and the contribution
is tax deductible. To participate visit www.AquaAmerica.com/
our-states/Illinois/Aqua-Aid. Individuals who are not customers
of Aqua can make checks payable to Aqua Assistance InitiativeIllinois, 1000 S Schuyter Ave. Kankakee, IL 60901.

Address Number Ordinance
State law require all residents and business owners display address
numbers on residential, commercial and industrial structures that
are visible from the roadway in order to facilitate adequate public
safety and emergency response services. Your compliance with
this law is important.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 7 AM to 3:30 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-5225,
email MTHighway@aol.com
or visit www.mainetown.com
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MaineStreamers, Enhancing Lives After 55!

MaineStay Youth & Family Services News

As a registered member of the MaineStreamers you can enjoy
many of our exciting upcoming day trips or join us at any of our
special events:
• Jane Austen’s beloved novel “Emma” in a new charming
musical at the Shakespeare Theater.
• A Chicago tradition, House of Blues Gospel Brunch, includes
local talent performing traditional and contemporary Gospel
songs. Enjoy an amazing all-you-can-eat buffet followed by a
walk through of the Macy’s Flower show.
• Experience Mies van der Rohes revolutionary Farnsworth
House docent led tour along with Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Muirhead Farmhouse, the only known farmhouse designed
and built by Wright during his life time.

MaineStay is an award-winning department that has been
serving the mental health needs of our community for over
40 years by providing affordable strength-based counseling,
psychiatric services, and comprehensive programs focused on
prevention and education.

Join us for our next community education event entitled 1-2-3
Magic: Effective Discipline for Children 2-12 with Dr. Thomas
Phelan on February 11 from 7-8:30 pm at the Maine Township
Town Hall. 1-2-3 Magic, the #1 child discipline program in the
country, is an easy-to-learn, evidence-based parenting program
that helps parents create a loving, supportive family atmosphere
by showing:
• How to use counting to get to a happier family fast
• Why silence often speaks louder than words
• How strengthening your relationships with your children
should be the ultimate goal of any discipline program
Dr. Phelan is an expert clinical psychologist with over 35 years
of experience working with parenting issues.

Mentors Needed

Jay Leno

After hosting The Tonight Show
for more than two decades, Leno
will be performing a hilarious night
of stand-up comedy live at
the Paramount Theatre.

“A Night of Magic with Bill Cook”

Enjoy a fun filled evening at Manzo’s! Bill Cook has been a
featured performer in some of the most exclusive clubs in
the United States and this spring he will perform for our
MaineStreamer members. His high-energy show combines
comedy, drama, and interactive audience participation.

We are currently in need of mentors age 18 and older for our
Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring program. This awardwinning program for youth ages 8-13 meets every other Tuesday
from 6-7:30 pm. Matches participate in a variety of fun, diverse
activities and field trip experiences. This is a unique opportunity
for youth to build leadership skills that will enhance their
self-confidence, social skills, and academic achievement to
help shape them to become future leaders in society. If you
are interested in volunteering, contact Anne Camarano at
847-297-2510 x272 or apply online at mainetown.com/mentoring.

For more information visit mainetown.com/mainestay,
email mainestay@mainetown.com, or call 847-297-2510.

LIHEAP Grants Help Residents in Need
Joining MaineStreamers

The Maine Township MaineStreamers FREE Membership
program offers a variety of opportunities for residents 55 years
of age or older. Once registered, members will receive a
bi-monthly newsletter featuring all of our affordable programs,
classes and trips.

For more information, contact MaineStreamers at 847-297-2510
or visit mainetown.com/mainestreamers.

“What we like about MaineStreamers is being able to,
not only go on fabulous trips, sample different foods, but
also make new friends, including the wonderful staff of
Mainestreamers who make everything interesting and fun.
A great way to be able to do these things since retiring.”
		

– Bill and Christina Pagan, Des Plaines

LIHEAP season has been as busy as ever in General Assistance.
We have already handled over 600 appointments pertaining to
energy assistance. Please note that December 1st marks open
enrollment for the general public (assuming you qualify based
on income). LIHEAP offers a one-time grant on utility bills to
those in need. Do not hesitate to call General Assistance to find
out about our guidelines. This would be a great opportunity
to inquire about the other services we provide to those in need
living in our community.
For those of you who are receiving Social Security Disability
benefits or have celebrated your 65th birthday and your annual
gross income (including Social Security) is $27,610 (for a single
person household) or $36,635 (for a 2-person household), you
may be eligible for a license plate sticker renewal discount.
Contact us and ask about the “Benefit Access” program or
inquire about any services we offer to seniors.
General Assistance can be contacted at 847-297-2510 ext. 236
for any questions. You never know what help is available until
you reach out.
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Listen to 1350AM for Township updates

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Town Hall Hours

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Mon - Fri : 9 AM - 5 PM

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS
Next Board Meeting is Thursday, December 26 at 7:30 p.m.
Board Meetings on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.
Neighborhood Watch on Jan. 8, Feb. 5, and March 4.
Offices closed on Dec. 25 for Christmas.
Offices closed on Jan. 1 for New Year’s.
Offices closed on Jan. 20 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
Offices closed on Feb. 17 for President’s Day.
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetown.com
Printed on recycled paper

HOW TO CONTACT
OUR DEPARTMENTS

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office, 		

Ext. 255

Clerk’s Office,			

Ext. 222

Code Enforcement Officer,

Ext. 259

General Assistance,		

Ext. 236

MaineStreamers, 		

Ext. 260

Veteran’s Assistance, 		

Ext. 236

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

Peter
Gialamas
Clerk

Susan
Moylan Krey
Assessor

Walter
Kazmierczak
Highway
Commissioner

MaineStay Youth & Family Services
847-297-2510
Office of Emergency Management
847-297-5911
Highway Department

847-297-5225

You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township website:
www.mainetown.com.

Kimberly
Jones
Trustee

Claire R.
McKenzie
Trustee
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David A.
Carrabotta, Esq.
Trustee

Susan Kelly
Sweeney
Trustee

