A R E POR T T O T H E R E S I D E N T S O F M A I N E T OW N S H I P

Award Winning
Newsletter

-Township Officials of Illinois

Spring 2020

WHAT’S INSIDE
Trustee’s Corner

p. 2

Annual Crop Walk

p. 2

COVID-19
Response

News from the Assessor p. 3
Highway Dept. News

p. 3

Clerk discussses
U.S. Census

p. 4

MaineStreamers
trips and events

p. 5

Maine Township staff
members were on
hand recently to help
take donations and
distribute prepared
boxes from the
Food Pantry.

MaineStay community
services
p. 5
The Maine Fest

p. 5

Free Document
Shredding Event

p. 5

Upcoming Meetings

p. 6

Township Departments
and Services
We Are Here to Help
• Assessor’s Office
• Clerk’s Office
• Highway Department
• MaineStay Youth &
Family Services
• Senior Information &
Assistance Services
• General Assistance
• MaineStreamers
• Veteran Services
• Code Enforcement Office
• Office of Emergency
Management
• Recovery Connection

www.mainetown.com

847-297-2510

Laura’s
Letter

As I write this very serious COVID-19
update to our residents, I just
finished my fourth Zoom video
meeting of the day. The latest was
with my dedicated Township staff.
I’m listening to the fourth press
conference of the day. Like many of
you, prior to March of this year, I had never heard of Zoom.
I was aware, however, back in the first weeks of March
that Coronavirus was inevitably going to hit Illinois. I
recall sending a March 5 email telling a friend I thought
that schools would inevitably be closing for both city and
suburbs, along with courts, and government buildings. As
we all know now, a shelter in place order was signed into
effect March 21 and now extends through April 30.

All restaurants are closed for in person dining. Churches,
synagogues and mosques are closed. Students are “distantlearning”. We are historically living through the scariest
and strangest time ever. It’s incredible to look out at our
neighborhood streets, Chicago streets, and New York City
streets and see them empty. It’s terrifying that I personally
know numerous people sick with COVID-19 including
some who have tragically passed away. We have a bizarre
new “normal”; new vocabulary, new ways to grocery shop,
and new ways to live our daily lives.

Many, many people feel alone, terrified, upset, stressed, and
financially strapped in ways not seen for decades. This is why
we at the Township want to tell you everything we can and
will continue to provide vital services to all our residents.

While our physical Town hall is closed to best preserve the
safety of our residents and staff, almost all of our regular
Township services are being offered including most
importantly continuous outreach to our department clients;

Seniors, Therapy Services, Food Pantry, Clerk, Assessor
and General Assistance. A few of our important updates
and milestones are:

• We were the first local government to hold remote
video Board meetings via Zoom. Just two days after
the Governor’s shelter in place order, we held a Special
Board Meeting March 23, at 3 PM. We were able to
livestream it while holding a fully functional video
meeting complete with agenda and full and active
public participation with an ease of use. Subsequently,
we held our regular March meeting including Bill Pay,
two budget hearings to discuss and potentially adopt a
budget, followed by a full monthly agenda and public
participation. Thursday, April 9, we held another
remote Special Board meeting and adopted a COVID-19
policy as well as a uniform remote work policy.
• On March 23, I declared a local State of Emergency
for Maine Township which lasted seven days. This
allowed us several things to better assist residentsincluding activating our emergency protocol, increase
the “personal fundamentals” General Assistance (GA)
money we could give to residents on GA, and to apply
to FEMA for reimbursement of all COVID related
expenses.
• To that end, I asked our Office of Emergency
Management (OEM) to locate any masks that maybe
in storage. We were then able to donate hundreds of
N95 masks to Lutheran General Hospital and our local
North Maine Fire Department! We were really thrilled
to be able to help our frontline medical personnel and
first responders.
• Our various departments worked with our technical
support and our administrative team to set up virtual
remote work. MaineStay Youth and Family Services
was able to offer Zoom tele-health therapy sessions for
their entire client base of 90 clients and made inroads
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on the 40-person waitlist. We agreed to waive
our sliding scale fee for the duration of this
emergency. This service has proven invaluable.
• Our Senior Department has called to proactively
check in on their seniors, put together a Senior
Newsletter, and is creating new programming
available by Zoom such as bingo and yoga.
Additionally, personnel from the Senior
Department are teaming up with the Clerk’s
department to create an online COVID resource
book for residents to provide information on
local resources for essentials and businesses that
may provide assistance as well as links to other
governments and programs.
• The Clerk’s office has been busy creating our
special agendas, maintaining meeting minutes,
sending Board packets and remains available to
respond to FOIA (Freedom of Information Act)
requests.
• The Assessor’s office is working remotely to audit
residents’ exemptions ensuring they are applied
correctly, while also busy transferring their
voluminous paper files to be available online.
• Last but most definitely not least, our Food
Pantry has been the busiest we have ever seen.
Since April 3 we have given out over 500 boxes of
food. Last week got so busy that for the first time
in my 20+ Township years, we ran out of food!
In an example of incredible intergovernmental
cooperation and amazing generosity, I talked
to Alderman John Moran of Park Ridge City
Council late Wednesday evening and by
Thursday morning, John had set up a GoFundMe
page, used our Pantry Wish List to send a sample
shopping list to volunteer shoppers and by
Friday, April 10, the fund was over $10,000!
• Friday afternoon, Alderman Moran along with
several others donated enough food to fill a
huge SUV. The Township’s water supplier, Aqua,
through its representative Beth Penesis donated
$1,000 and several bags of groceries to the Pantry.
• As I wrap up this COVID issue of my letter,
220 GoFundMe donors have donated $14,729 of
food to our Food Pantry. To visit the page go to
www.mainetown.com/pantry.

TRUSTEE’S CORNER
Trustee, David A. Carrabotta, Esq.
“What comes you gotta take” is what my great aunt would
remind me of, even as aging and related issues necessitated
her sad and reluctant move from her Chicago home to a
Senior Center.
April finds Maine Township residents continuing to live
the daily challenges caused by the coronavirus which are
difficult and require great personal sacrifice. Although we each “gotta” endure it, to my
pleasure I have seen and spoken with many people enduring together – with “social
distancing” of course.
So many have shown me the strength of keeping emotions in check while following the
corona virus guidelines (see coronavirus.gov), and compassionately communicating
with and assisting family members, neighbors and friends. They continue to object to
hoarding while assisting our senior citizens by phone and deliveries, while giving up
work and social opportunities that require leaving the house.
There has also been a focus by so many on supporting our local businesses, including
purchasing gift cards for future use, making drive up and home delivery type purchases,
and walk in purchases where available. This is assisted by our local chambers of
commerce continuing to post updated lists online of those entities open for business.
Your Township continues to assist by providing certain services, and your Board
continues to meet and work with public participation available from our homes using
Zoom Video Communications.
Continue in these good works coupled with prayer, and we will reach that time when
we can return to school, work and places of worship.

COVID-19 Response
Maine Township was able to donate
masks to our first responders. Shown
here is Dayna Berman, Administrator,
donating masks to Mike Bronk, North
Maine Fire Chief.

Finally, please do not hesitate to reach out to
us for any assistance you may need. If our
Township does not provide the service you need,
our incredibly knowledgeable staff will direct
you to the appropriate source. Please visit
www.mainetown.com to see the array of
services offered by Maine Township.
Unfortunately the Annual Town Meeting
scheduled for April 21 was postponed. We
will keep you posted. You can always reach us
at 847-297-2510 x230 or info@mainetown.com.
Please stay safe, stay well, and stay home!

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

Alderman John Moran
with grocery delivery to
Carol Langan.
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NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR
Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey
Cook County Assessor
Temporarily Suspends Appeal
Date for Maine Township
Originally Maine Township was scheduled to open for 2020
appeal in late May. Effective March 20, 2020, the Cook County
Assessor announced a temporary suspension of all appeals until
further notice. Since this is not a reassessment year, residents will
not receive a formal notice from the Cook County Assessor.
“As soon as I am made aware of the new date, I will post it on
our Maine Township Website,” said Assessor Krey. “Under this
current unprecedented situation, we are working hard to keep
our residents informed as changes evolve.”

New Rules for Appealing with the
Cook County Assessor
For 2020, the Cook County Assessor has expanded the amount
of days the township will be open to file appeals to 40 days from

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Highway Commissioner,
Walter Kazmierczak
During these challenging times, we
believe there is no such thing as being too
safe and therefore we want our residents
to know that we are taking the necessary
precautions to help keep them and our staff as safe as possible
during this time of heightened awareness.
The health and safety of our residents and employees are of
paramount importance as we will follow guidelines that are set
as long as it takes until this public health threat subsides or is
under control.
Thank you for your continued support, as a cautionary measure,
at this time all appointments will be conducted over the phone
so please call 847-297-5225 to schedule an appointment or email
mthighway@aol.com.

Tree Branch Pickup Program: (Annual Program runs April
through September) Branches must be put out at the curb by
7 a.m. on the third Monday of the month, but not more than 48
hours before that time.

Once again this year I am pleased to offer our tree branch pickup
service to Unincorporated Maine Township. However, due to
the abuse of this service by a few homeowners, it has become

the original 30 days. In the past, once the appeal date closed,
an additional 10 days were allowed to submit supporting
documentation. This year, the appeal deadline (40 day) will
include the additional 10 days. Also new for 2020, once an
appeal has been submitted, either electronically or by paper, no
additional documentation may be submitted at a later time. All
documentation MUST be included at the time of filing.

New Rules for Re-Review Dates with the Cook
County Assessor
A taxpayer dissatisfied with a decision of the Assessor may
request a re-review of the case. During this process, the taxpayer
must provide new supporting evidence or argument to justify
reconsideration. Taxpayers will now have 5 business days of the
date of the letter from the Assessor informing the appellant of the
Assessor’s decision to submit a re-review.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 255,
email smkrey@mainetown.com or visit www.mainetown.com

necessary to set limits on the volume of branches that can be
picked up from each home. Therefore, we ask for your cooperation
so we may continue this program for everyone. Effective
immediately, the maximum volume (pile) of branches that can be
processed at each home address will be limited - six feet by four
feet once a month. Cut ends must be faced toward the curb.
For branches under three feet; branches larger than 4” in diameter;
logs, ornamental shrubs, grass or bush clippings or any bushes or
branches with roots; branches containing debris, foreign material
or garbage; BRANCHES CUT BY A LANDSCAPER OR TREE
SERVICE, please call your waste haulers/scavenger service for
pick up. Republic Services 708-345-7050.

Permit & Waiver Letter Requests: Please send email request

to: mthighway@aol.com or you may call 847-297-5225 (please leave
your name and telephone number so we can return your call).

Spring Rainy Season:

Reminder: seasonal rain may cause problems. If you are getting
water in your home and it is coming up drains or sinks you need
to contact your WATER UTILITY COMPANY. The highway
department maintains the storm sewers in the streets (ONLY)
so if there is water in the street or if a storm sewer appears to be
clogged, then please call our office 847-297-5225.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 7 AM to 3:30 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-5225,
email MTHighway@aol.com or visit www.mainetown.com
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CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk, Peter Gialamas
U.S. Census is in Full Swing
Hopefully by the time you are
reading this, we will be back to
business as usual at the Clerk’s
Department. Unfortunately due to
the Coronavirus concerns, we had to
suspend passport applications as well as all other functions
of our department. The 2020 US Census is now in full swing.
Below are some dates to keep in mind. If you have not
already done so, please fill out your Census questionnaire.
The census results will help determine how more than $675
billion in federal funding will be allocated to states and
communities. We want to make sure everyone in Maine
Township is accounted for.
April 1: Census Day is observed nationwide. When you
respond to the census, you’ll tell the Census Bureau where
you live as of April 1, 2020.
April: Census takers will begin visiting college students who

live on campus, people living in senior centers, and others
who live among large groups of people. Census takers will
also begin following up with households that have not yet
responded in areas that include off-campus housing, where
residents are not counted in groups.
May - July: Census takers will begin visiting homes that
haven’t responded to the 2020 Census to help make sure
everyone is counted.
December: The Census Bureau will deliver apportionment
counts to the President and Congress as required by law.
2021
March 31: By this date, the Census Bureau will send
redistricting counts to states. This information is used to
redraw legislative districts based on population changes.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222,
email petegialamas@yahoo.com or visit www.mainetown.com
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MaineStreamers, Enhancing Lives After 55+

MaineStay Youth & Family Services News

Welcome to spring! We hope you are staying home and healthy
during this uncertain time. Spring brings renewal and hope.
Unfortunately, we are not able to do the fun things we would
normally do. Please stay connected with us by checking our
Maine Township/MaineStreamers website mainetown.com for
virtual classes, an informative fun newsletter and fun links you
can check out. Otherwise here are some exciting things to look
forward to!

MaineStay has been serving the mental health needs of our
community for 45 years by providing affordable strength-based
counseling, psychiatric services, and comprehensive programs
focused on prevention and education.

Route 66

Travel historic Route 66 of Illinois from Joliet to Briarwood, with
award winning author John Weiss. This tour will include visits
to the Route 66 visitor’s center, Milltown Market, Two Cell Jail,
Old Route 66 Café, 1932 filling station, Frank Lloyd Wright Bank,
Route 66 Hall of Fame and Museum and much more.

Summer Concert, “Dancing Queen”
A tribute to the music of ABBA, Prairie Lakes Theatre, Des Plaines!
Enjoy the most accurate ABBA
tribute band in the Country, on
August 18. With thorough attention
to detail, they’ve recreated an ABBA
experience that won’t be forgotten.

Joining MaineStreamers

The Maine Township MaineStreamers program offers a variety
of opportunities for residents 55 and older. Membership is FREE
and includes a bi-monthly newsletter which features all of our
affordable programs, classes and trips.

For more information, contact MaineStreamers at 847-297-2510
or visit mainetown.com/mainestreamers.

“The MaineStreamers have been in our lives as long as we
can remember. This special organization supports and
celebrates the physical and social well-being of all of us. I
particularly want to commend the devoted and competent
staff. The staff treats us like family. Thank you so much
for all you do, you make our lives worthwhile.
		

– Jim & Kathleen McMahon, Park Ridge

Document Shredding Event Cancelled
Due to COVID-19
To protect our residents health to the best of our abilities,
we are being advised to not hold events that may result in
large groups throughout June at a minimum. To that end,
we are postponing our document shredding event. The
new date will be announced at a later time! We appreciate
your understanding.

Teletherapy Services

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, MaineStay has shifted
to offering telehealth services for Maine Township residents.
Counseling services are available via video or phone sessions.
All fees for counseling services have temporarily been waived
due to the financial hardship COVID-19 is causing for so many
families. Recent events and an unprecedented amount of
uncertainty are greatly contributing to an increase in anxiety
and fear that can create or exacerbate existing mental health
conditions. We are committed to doing everything we can to
help our residents successfully navigate this period of crisis.

Telepsychiatry Services

MaineStay, in partnership with The Josselyn Center, continues to
offer affordable and convenient psychiatric services to residents
of Maine Township using telehealth. Psychiatric services are
available via video or phone sessions, although initial diagnostic
assessment must be done via video. Services are available to
both adults and children age 12 and older. Medicaid recipients
are welcome and a sliding fee is available.

Virtual Services

To accommodate public health guidelines, MaineStay has
changed the delivery method of some of our programs such as
mentoring and parenting classes into a virtual format. Please
refer to our website for more details.

For more information on these and other MaineStay
programs visit mainetown.com/mainestay, email
mainestay@mainetown.com, or call 847-297-2510.

MAINE FEST ANNOUNCED
Something to look forward to! Maine Township will be hosting
their first “Maine Fest” this coming Fall at the Township! All
Maine Township residents will be invited. We have wonderful
entertainment planned for all
ages, which includes Andy
Head, the wonderful Wacky
Juggler, and “The Rocking
Fenderskirts” playing our
favorite rock ‘n’ roll oldies.
Enjoy Bingo and
receive a giveaway
after visiting the
informational tables
regarding the services
the township offers.
You will also be able
to purchase food
from a variety of food
trucks. It will be a fun
Fall day!
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Listen to 1350AM for Township updates

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Town Hall Hours

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Mon - Fri : 9 AM - 5 PM

The Annual Crop Walk

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

done by area churches
and other organizations
each Fall is a much
appreciated effort to raise
funds for food pantries
including Maine Township.
At a recent Town Board
meeting, a $10,550 check
was presented by Linda
Santrella and Sandy
Bowen, both of the Crop
Walk organization.

Board Meetings on Apr. 28, May 26 and June 23 at 6:30 p.m.
Check www.mainetown.com for information about
Board Meetings held via video conferencing.
Neighborhood Watch on May 6 and June 3.
Offices closed at 1 p.m. on May 22.
Offices closed May 25 for Memorial Day.
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetown.com

Here, left to right, in the front row are Laura J. Morask, Supervisor; Linda Santrella;
Sandy Bowen; Carol Langan, Pantry Coordinator; and Susan Moylan Krey,
Assessor. In the back row, l to r, are Trustees David A. Carrabotta, Esq., Susan
Sweeney, Claire R. McKenzie, and Kimberly Jones; Peter Gialamas, Clerk;
and Walter Kazmierczak, Highway Commissioner.
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HOW TO CONTACT
OUR DEPARTMENTS

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office, 		

Ext. 255

Clerk’s Office,			

Ext. 222

Code Enforcement Officer,

Ext. 259

General Assistance,		

Ext. 236

MaineStreamers, 		

Ext. 260

Veteran’s Assistance, 		

Ext. 236

Laura J. Morask
Supervisor

Peter
Gialamas
Clerk

Susan
Moylan Krey
Assessor

Walter
Kazmierczak
Highway
Commissioner

MaineStay Youth & Family Services
847-297-2510
Office of Emergency Management
847-297-5911
Highway Department

847-297-5225

You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township website:
www.mainetown.com.

Kimberly
Jones
Trustee

Claire R.
McKenzie
Trustee
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David A.
Carrabotta, Esq.
Trustee

Susan Kelly
Sweeney
Trustee

