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MAINESTREAMERS-CONNECT
Maine Township, 1700 Ballard Road, Park Ridge, IL 60068 - (847) 297-2510

Dear Members,
What a year it has been! I cannot believe
that the Holiday Season is upon us and
more than ever, we all need to treasure
our families, reach out to friends and
count our blessings. This has been a very
challenging year for all of us. It is so
important to fill our homes with joy, our
hearts with love, and our lives with
laughter.
We continue to do Zoom programs for
Bingo, Trivia, Day at the Races,
Informatives, and a variety of games. We
will also host a few special holiday
programs on Zoom, which are listed on
the last page on this newsletter. All our
programs can be found on our website,
mainetown.com, under MaineStreamers.
If you have any questions on navigating
Zoom please call us at 847-297-2510, we
are here to assist you. On behalf of the
MaineStreamers, I would like to wish our
MaineStreamer family Happy Holidays!
Marie Dachniwsky, Director

Did You Know….?
Chicago’s First Christmas Tree
“The Christmas Tree Ship”, captained by Herman Schuenemann,
would deliver trees from northern Michigan and Wisconsin to
Chicago’s docks. The ship would float into Chicago, decorated
in lights and families would come aboard to pick out
inexpensive trees. For this generosity, Schuenemann earned
the nickname “Captain Santa”. Unfortunately, the ship sank
during a Lake Michigan storm in 1912 on one of the voyages
delivering trees. For years after the ship’s sinking, Christmas
trees washed up on the shores of Lake Michigan.
The idea for the municipal Christmas tree was first suggested
years ago by the Municipal Christmas Festival Association
headed by Charles L. Hutchinson, then president of the Art
Institute. The first tree was gifted to Chicago by an associate of
Captain Schuenemann to honor the memory of “Captain Santa”.
The Chicago tree tradition began at exactly 6pm on Christmas
Eve of 1913 when Mayor Carter H. Harrison arrived at the north
end of Grant Park with the National Guard acting as an escort.
A crowd of over 100,000 reportedly cheered as Harrison used a
button to illuminate the 600 multi-colored bulbs on the 35 foot
Douglas Spruce, as a band played “Salute to the Nations”, a
medley of national anthems. A trumpet fanfare was heard from
the balcony of the Chicago Athletic Association.
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Chicago’s Holiday Tradition
Marshall Field’s Holiday Windows For over a century, Marshall Field’s has been delighting families
during the holidays. The Walnut Room tree, the main aisle
decorations, and visits to Santa have enthralled generations,
but the biggest attraction of all are the Christmas windows.
These fantasies behind glass have been a huge marketing
success and a tradition for the people of Chicago. The holiday
windows trace their history back to the early days of Marshall
Field’s, founded in 1852. A few years later, in 1897, display
manager, Arthur Fraiser, pioneered in window design, creating
toy windows. These windows continued through World War II.
During the war, a new idea struck the visual team to design
themed windows that span the length of State Street . As you
walked from one end to the other, the windows told a story.
The idea was to “Give the kids what they want”, and keep
people coming to the store. The Marshall Field’s windows have
changed over the past hundred years, but have remained a
part of Chicago’s history!

Holiday Baking Corner
Orange-Frosted Cranberry Scones
2 cups flour
1/4 cup sugar
1 tablespoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon grated orange peel
3/4 cup fresh or frozen cranberries
3/4 cup walnuts
1 1/4 cup heavy cream
Glaze
1 cup powdered sugar
3 tablespoon milk

Czech Bars
2 sticks of butter, softened
1 cup sugar
2 egg yolks
2 cups flour
1 teaspoon vanilla
Solo filling or any fruit preserves
1/2 cup chopped nuts
Powdered sugar for dusting

Directions

Directions

Combine all ingredients in a bowl. Form a
round 9” disk, cut into 12 slices. Put on a
baking sheet and bake at 425 degrees for 15
minutes. While baking, make a sugar glaze of 1
cup powdered sugar and three tablespoons
milk and glaze the warm scones.

Cream butter and sugar. Add egg yolks, vanilla
and cream together. Mix in flour. With fingers
pat batter into a 9 X 13 pan. Spread fruit filling
on top and sprinkle with nuts. Bake 25 to 30
minutes at 350 degrees. Cool and dust with
powder sugar.
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Virtual Programs on Zoom
We are offering the following virtual programs on Zoom. To access these programs visit our website: https://
mainetown.com/departments/mainestreamers/ Click on “Activities” under special events. If you would like to join us for
any of these programs and are not familiar with Zoom, please call the MaineStreamers and we can talk you through the
steps. Also, on our website we have a tutorial on “How to Navigate Zoom”.
“2020 has been difficult and stressful for everyone. The MaineStreamer staff have stepped up to truly help the MTMS
members stay social and active within the pandemic restrictions. Since these restrictions are continuing into the Fall and
Winter, members are encouraged to participate in scheduled activities using Zoom from home. They may use a laptop with
a camera, a computer without a camera, a tablet (iPad, etc.), a smart cell phone with internet capability or just a phone to
listen and talk. You do not have to have a Zoom account! Zoom links are provided on the website.
MaineStreamer Zoom events have been fun and entertaining, but also have kept me social with other members as well as
providing mental stimulation in playing various games such as BINGO -- you must focus to win! Participating in an
interactive hour of a Zoom event refreshes my outlook with a relaxing, uplifting feeling – intensified when I win a
game! These activities help me and others stay social, healthy, hopeful, looking forward to in-person events.”
Alberta

November Programs
Illinois Military Monuments and History on Veterans and Notable Illinoisans
Presenter: Major Lorenzo A. Fiorentino
November is National Veterans and Military Families Month. We celebrate those
who have honored our country with their service and sacrifice. Lorenzo A. Fiorentino
will share monuments dedicated to national figures as well as lesser known heroes
throughout Illinois. A retired major with more than 21 years of service in the Illinois
National Guard and the U.S. Army, having completed tours in Afghanistan and was
part of relief operations in New Orleans after Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. He holds a
master's degree in human services administration and is a long-time student of
history. Images that he will share have come from various archives, postcards,
personal photographs, and friends' collections.
Free Zoom Program - November 5th - 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Book Dramatization Program by Barbara Rinella
The Queen’s Fortune, A Novel of Desiree, Napoleon and the Dynasty by Allison Pataki
What literary joy to celebrate amazing, brilliant author, Allison Pataki’s historical
fiction novel! This is truly a coming of age journey as one meets beautiful, young
Desiree Clary and her wealthy family in magnificent Marseille, France at the
beginning of the French Revolution.
Desiree must leave her privileged life behind when the Revolution roils the
countryside and it falls on her to save her family from the guillotine.
She finds an unlikely friend in the ambitious young military prodigy Napoleon
Bonaparte. Join us for a prerecorded book review by Barbara Rinella and hear
for yourself Desiree’s astounding story and come to understand how she helped
create a “Dynasty that Outlasted the Empire.”

Free Zoom Program - November 18th - 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
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December Programs
A Christmas Carol: The Story Behind The Story
Presenter: Steven Frenzel, Marquee Filmtalks
It’s one of the most beloved, celebrated, and truly original stories in human
history, but not many people know the fascinating details, infuriating incidents,
and jaw-dropping achievements that went into the making of Charles Dickens’
masterpiece, A Christmas Carol. What was he doing the night he came up with
the story, and what was the first image that came to him? Why was writing and
publishing this book one of the biggest gambles of Charles Dickens’ life? What
did critics say about the book then? Wait until you hear the amazing good
news/bad news story of when Dickens decided to sue the huge publishing
house that was stealing his profits! Learn many amazing stories behind this
great tale as we see how filmmakers have brought Scrooge and his many
ghostly companions to the silver screen!

Free Zoom Program - December 8th - 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

An Illustrated Lecture by: Leslie Goddard
Remembering Marshall Field’s at Christmas
For many Chicagoans no Christmas season was complete without a visit to
Marshall Field’s, the city’s grande dame of department stores. This
illustrated talk traces the store’s beloved holiday traditions, including the
Walnut Room Christmas tree, the holiday window displays, the toy
department, Cozy Cloud cottage, and the Christmas catalog. See family
photos with Santa Claus over the years and peek behind-the-scenes at the
employee party. And of course, meet Uncle Mistletoe and his family.

Free Zoom Program December 18th - 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Music for the Holidays
Entertainer: Antonio Duca
Antonio Duca is a 21-year-old Singer / Actor/ Songwriter and Entertainer
born and raised in Chicago. He performs standard music such as Frank
Sinatra, Charles Aznavour, Dean Martin, Bobby Darin, Tony Bennett, Elvis
Presley, Julio Iglesias, Domenico Modugno, Andrea Bocelli, some Christmas
traditional music and much more. He also sings in French, Italian, Spanish and
Portuguese.

Free Zoom Program December 22nd - 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

