MAINESTREAMERS-CONNECT
Maine Township, 1700 Ballard Road, Park Ridge, IL 60068 - (847) 297-2510

Dear Members
Spring is around the corner! We know
the last year has been pretty challenging,
but spring brings renewal and hope.
Feeling the warmer temperatures and sun
shining will make everything so much
better. We look forward to hosting some
of our outdoor activities once again, such
as tailgate bingo and our drive-in
concerts. But the best part will be seeing
everyone in person again. In the
meantime, enjoy the colorful, springlike
photos we have included to help raise
our spirits and have us dreaming of warm
weather, owers, and being outside!
We continue to do Zoom programs for
Bingo, Trivia, Day at the Races, and a
variety of games. Join us for one of our
fun, educational, informative programs
on Zoom, which are listed on the last two
pages in this newsletter. All our programs
can be found on our website,
mainetown.com, under MaineStreamers,
Activities. If you have any questions on
navigating Zoom please call us at
847-297-2510. We are here to assist you.
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Did You Know….?
A Hidden Gem in the Heart of the City Alfred Caldwell Lilly Pool, Chicago
The Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool is a 3.14-acre area located along
the southern edge of Lincoln Park Zoo. Originally built in 1889
for raising tropical water lilies, the Lily Pool was redesigned in
the prairie style by landscape architect Alfred Caldwell in the
1930s. It is meant to mimic a river formed by a melting glacier’s
ow of water as it cuts through rock. The stonework and paths
have a natural look reminiscent of limestone bluffs, and a
waterfall near the north end of the Lily Pool represents the
source of this glacial river.
In 2001, the Chicago Park District partnered with Friends of
Lincoln Park to begin restoring the Lily Pool’s historic
landscape. This involved the replacement of invasive trees and
shrubs with native plants, and wild owers. In addition, the
restoration effort included the installation of accessible ramps
and pathways as well as the rehabilitation of the pavilion,
council ring, pathways, and the waterfall.
Today, the Alfred Caldwell Lily Pool is a haven for wildlife,
providing food, water, and shelter for many species of birds,
dragon ies, butter ies, frogs, and turtles. It is especially popular
with birders because it provides ideal viewing opportunities
from pathways above the water. It is truly a beautiful, peaceful
gem in the heart of the city.
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Spring Is In the Air
Illinois Parks to Visit During the Spring
Illinois has so many beautiful parks to visit. But if you’re looking for
signs of Spring here are a few parks that are worth a visit.
Sunken Garden, Aurora
The Sunken Garden was originally designed by Ray C. Moses in the
1930’s inspired by his father George, a former gardener at the
Estates of English Nobility. Throughout the years Ray designed
various layouts marking special occasions with elaborate designs. In
the 1940’s these layouts included a tribute to the armed services
with Army and Navy designs. The garden was renovated in 2002 with
new benches and a three-tiered fountain with lights, which became
the center focal point of the garden. Statues in each corner of the
garden represent each of the seasons. The garden is hand planted in
the fall with over 10,000 tulips in preparation of the coming spring.
Morton Arboretum, Lisle
The Morton Arboretum was established on December 14, 1922, by
Joy Morton, founder of Morton Salt Company. The Morton
Arboretum is an internationally recognized outdoor tree museum
and tree research center. On 1,700 acres are 222,000 plants
specimens representing more than 4,500 different kinds of plants,
along with specialty gardens, educational exhibits, award-winning
Children’s Garden and 16 miles of hiking trails. In 1963 the Sterling
Morton Library was designed by noted Chicago architect Harry
Weese and named after Sterling Morton, son of founder Joy Morton.
It currently holds more than 30,000 books and magazines, as well as
tens of thousands of non-book items including prints, original art,
letters, photographs and drawings. The collections focus on plant
sciences, especially on trees shrubs and landscape design. You can
enjoy a day taking a relaxing walk in the most peaceful atmosphere.
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Mount Saint Mary Park, Saint Charles
In 1971, Mount Saint Mary Park was purchased from
the Sisters of St. Dominic. It is located along the Fox
River. The park was of cially dedicated in 1984.
Whether you are going for a stroll or enjoying a
picnic under the gazebo, Mount Saint Mary Park has
a lot to see. In the spring throughout the park you
will nd life-size sculptures ranging from comic to
modern art against the backdrop of nature’s
seasonal beauty. You can even come across a life
size Humpty Dumpty sitting on a wall.
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Virtual Programs on Zoom
We are offering the following virtual programs on Zoom. To access these programs visit our website: https://
mainetown.com/departments/mainestreamers/ Click on “Activities” under special events. If you would like to join us for any
of these programs and are not familiar with Zoom, please call the MaineStreamers and we can talk you through the steps.

March & April Classes and Informative Programs on Zoom
“Hell Hath No Fury! The Wild, Wicked, and Wonderful Women of the Windy City”

Presented By: Clarence Goodman
You will be amazed by how many in uential women have had
something important to do with Chicago. From Bertha Palmer to Lucy
Parsons to Oprah Winfrey, the impactful women who called Chicago
home are legendary and profound. Please join Chicago historian
Clarence Goodman for “Hell Hath No Fury! The Wild, Wicked, and
Wonderful Women of the Windy City” to learn about the legions of
great Chicago ladies.

Free Zoom Program - Monday, March 8th - 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Craft in a Bag on Zoom - Hippity Hoppity Bunny Craft
So long, winter, and welcome spring! Let’s create a fun, spring, decorative
centerpiece for your home. The kit will include all supplies needed and
instructions with curbside pickup at Town Hall. Then join other crafters on
Zoom while we assemble our centerpiece together. Curbside pickup will be
by appointment only after registration and payment is made. A glue gun or
gorilla glue will be needed for the project (not provided).
Max. # of participants 12
If you would like to register for this class please call, 847-297-2510 Ext. 252
Class Held on Zoom, Wednesday, March 10th - 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Cost: $17.00

Patrick and the Saints of the Emerald Isle - Presented By: Terry Lynch from HFK Presents
Celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day with nationally known actor, Terry Lynch, who
specializes in historical portrayal. You will hear the story of Saint Patrick, the
patron Saint of Ireland. Patrick will tell the tales of his life, as well as other
Irish Saints including Saint Brigid, Saint Columba and more! Brigid is known
as Muire nan Gael or “Mary of the Gael,” which means Our Lady of the Irish.
Saint Columba is credited with developing a monastic rule of life which was
followed in many places united Saint Benedict’s Rule. Originally, the color
of Saint Patrick Day was blue!
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Free Zoom Program - Tuesday, March 16th - 10:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
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Secretary of State Rules of the Road Class
This course is designed by the Illinois Secretary of State to give drivers the
knowledge and con dence they need to renew or obtain their driver’s
license. The review course combines an explanation of the driving exam
with a practice exam. Anyone wishing to renew their license should take this
class. This class will be free on Zoom, but registration is necessary so we can
mail you the class worksheets.
If you would like to register for this class please call, 847-297-2510 Ext. 244

Free Zoom Class - Tuesday, March 23rd - 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Egypt - In the Footsteps of Pharaohs
Presented by: Barb & Ron of Travel Talks
Enjoy a trip to Egypt viewing photos of Barb & Ron’s travels in 2020. Egypt was in
its glory days about 5000 years ago. Its obsession with the afterlife left timeless
treasures to explore. Meet the pharaohs who built them and the gods they
honored. Visit the cultural, seaside city of Alexandria and bustling, brash Cairo.
Discover the pyramids, the sphinx, colorful tombs, and magni cent temples. Float
down the peaceful Nile Luxor to Aswan, stopping at villages along the way and
explore the Aswan Dam and Abu Simbel.

Free Zoom Program - Tuesday, April 6th - 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Shadow Over Chicago: Al Capone and the Windy City
Presented By: Robert Girardi
Chicago has a worldwide reputation as a city lled with crime and violence.
People all over the world associate Chicago with its most notorious criminal,
Al Capone. He has become a cultural icon despite his role as one of the
most vicious gangsters in our history. This presentation is an overview of Al
Capone’s career and his rise to power and celebrity.

Free Zoom Program - Tuesday, April 13th - 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Mind Games 1, The Science of Perception Deception
Presented By: William Pack
Our brain decides how we perceive everything around us. It nds patterns and
solves problems ef ciently, except for when it lies to us. In this engaging
program, William explores the real science of how our brains trick us into seeing
and believing things that don’t exist. In this program, you’ll experience how
optical illusions work, why people fall for scams, and how we make thousands of
choices every day that are in uenced subconsciously.
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Free Zoom Program - Tuesday, April 20th - 2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

