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Karen’s
Column

Pakistan and Indian Cultural Days

One of the new
and exciting
developments at
Maine Township is
that we have begun
plans to use social
media platforms to quickly and effectively
communicate with you. That does not
mean that we will be abandoning our
printed newsletters as we know many of
you prefer to receive your news that way.
But we hope social media will help us alert
you to events and opportunities that may
not make the newsletter deadline.
During the past few months, Maine
Township has been busy reopening to
the public and has recently hosted some
outdoor events, larger than any in the past.
Our Indian Cultural Day and Pakistan
Cultural Day, both held in August, were
extremely popular and successful events.
We welcomed many residents of our
Township who have not historically had
a high level of participation in our events.
Please see Trustee Malik’s column for more
details about both of these events.

Hundreds of residents attended the Pakistan (above) and
Indian (below) Cultural Days.

German culture was celebrated at our
Fall Festival with German music, food
and activities. The band, Paloma, came
attired in lederhosen and brought a sense
of humor and fun to the event. They have
been entertaining crowds in the Chicago
and Midwest area for over 40 years, and
they performed a wide variety of classic
German songs, new German hits, oldies,
country and classic standards.
Another first-time event in August was the
Free Food Giveaway given in conjunction
with Black Men United and School
District 63. While free food was the main
attraction, furniture and appliances were
also given away at no charge.
continued on page 2

Monika Jaroszewicz (l) and
Supervisor Karen J. Dimond
(speaking at podium) address
the crowd at Indian
Cultural Day.
Trustee Asif Malik (center) with some of the organizers from
Indian Cultural Day.

Karen’s Column
continued from page 1

A very popular event was our August
Prescription Drug-Take Back and
Electronics Recycling Event. Frankly,
we did not anticipate just how popular
it would be. Cars were lined up on
Ballard Road before the start time
and were stacked three across in our
parking lot while waiting to unload old
electronic equipment. Unfortunately, we
had to turn some people away because
the truck engaged to haul away the
electronics filled up very rapidly. So, we
will plan for another such event in the
new year.

Prescription Drug-Take Back
& Electronics Recycling Event

A similar event was our September
document shredding event. This event
allowed residents to safely dispose of
documents that they no longer needed,
but which still contained confidential
information. Happily, everyone who
brought their documents to be shredded
was able to complete that task.

left: Cook County Officers Edward
Mosquera and Erwin Aquino with a
load of recycling from our residents.

Perhaps not as visible or as exciting as
our popular events, but also important,
are Maine Township’s efforts to make
its ordinances more user-friendly.
The Board has entered into a contract
with Municode, which will organize,
standardize, and publish our ordinances
on-line. These changes will take place
over the coming months.
Finally, I continue to work to gain
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA)
funds for Maine Township. These funds
are intended to be spent on immediate
pandemic recovery needs along with
future infrastructure projects, economic
development, public safety measures,
and other initiatives. However, the State
of Illinois will be funneling ARPA funds
to counties, towns and villages, but not
to townships. Therefore, I am seeking
to have a portion of the $1 billion Cook
County ARPA funds flow through to
Maine Township. Unlike local towns
and villages, Maine Township serves
incorporated AND unincorporated
areas of the township, and all of its
residents deserve to benefit from
these funds.
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Officer Edward Mosquera, Trustee Kimberly Jones, Doriene Prorak,
Justin Macintyre (and son), and Peter Jimenez from our Highway
Department helped take part in the event.

General Assistance
Open enrollment for Medicare starts 10/15/21 and ends 12/7/21.
Please don’t hesitate to schedule an appointment with Maine
Township’s General Assistance SHIP counselors. If this is your first
year of eligibility to enroll in Medicare, we can help you navigate the
insurance that fits you best. If you are thinking about switching your
plan or are curious if there is a cheaper alternative available, we are
here to assist you. We have openings in our schedule to ensure that
you can get in before the enrollment period ends. Please call our
offices at (847) 297-2510 ext. 236

Black Men United Food
Give Away Event

Trustee Asif Malik and Food Pantry Director Carol Langan help pass out food and other goods with representatives from Black Men United.

MaineStay Youth & Family Services News
MaineStay is an award-winning department that has been serving the
mental health needs of our community for 46 years by providing affordable
strength-based counseling, psychiatric services, and comprehensive
programs focused on prevention and education.

Learning to work together as a team is one of the areas emphasized in our new
Workshop Improv Theatre program led by Logan Allen Brown, MaineStay’s
Youth Program Coordinator.

Workshop Improv Theatre

Art in the Town

This ten-week free program for
ages 8-14 focuses on confidence
building, expressiveness, and social
skills. Through the art of comedy
and fun of improv, participants learn
how to step outside their comfort
zone and explore their imagination
while learning valuable skills such as
listening, public speaking, problem
solving, and teamwork.

Our ten-week free art program for children
ages 6-12 helps participants enhance their
artistic abilities while increasing confidence
and social skills.

Mentoring
Our award-winning free mentoring program,
offered in partnership with Big Brothers Big
Sisters, meets twice monthly in a structured
group setting and helps children ages 8-12
enhance their social skills, confidence, and ability to be successful in school and in the future.

Students enjoy a painting project
during a recent session of our Art
in the Town program offered in a
hybrid format.

Adult Anger
Management Group
This eight-week group helps
participants better understand and
gain control over anger and make
positive behavior changes to manage
it effectively.

Parenting Class
Using an engaging blend of video
and discussion, this six-week group
focuses on practical ways to be more
effective parents.

For more information on these and other MaineStay programs visit mainetown.com/mainestay,
email mainestay@mainetown.com, or call 847-297-2510.
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NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR
Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey

Did You Review Your 2020 Second Installment
Property Tax bill for all Exemption Deductions?
According to the Cook County Assessor, exemptions for the 2020
Property Tax Year should have automatically renewed. However,
we have noticed that many residents did not receive their
deductions. It is important that you review your bill to ensure
that you did receive your exemptions. Homeowners that owner
occupied January 1, 2020 and were born in the year of 1955 or
prior, should have received the Homeowner and Senior Exemption

TRUSTEE’S
CORNER
Trustee, Asif Malik
Hello Maine Township Residents,
I am the first Pakistani and south Asian
to be elected as trustee in the history
of Maine Township. I am deeply honored to serve as your trustee
along with my fellow officials. Public service is a sacred trust and
I am sure that with everyone’s support and good wishes I will be
able to fulfill these duties.
This past summer, for the first time, Maine Township hosted
historical Pakistan and Indian
cultural days. The credit for
celebrating an Indian Cultural
Day and a separate Pakistan
Cultural Day in Maine
Township goes to the Maine
Township board. Pakistani and
Indian American communities
celebrated their annual
Independence Day cultural
festivals enthusiastically and
passionately. It brought the
people of different
communities together.
Many Board members raised
the issue in a meeting of the
Board of Trustees that the Maine
Township has a large South
Asian community. Therefore,
like other communities, cultural
days should be celebrated in
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on this last bill. If you did not receive your exemptions, please
contact the Maine Township Assessor’s Office and we will
assist you in getting a Certificate of Error/refund.

When Can I File a 2021 Appeal to the
Board of Review?
This year, the appeals process is running unusually late and
we do not have a time slot issued by the Cook County Board
of Review as of October 1st. To ensure that you don’t miss
the date, you can watch our website, as we will post any
information as it becomes available, or click onto the Cook
County Board of Reviews website to find the filing dates. Once
Maine Township officially opens, we will be happy to assist
you in filling an appeal.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 255,
email smkrey@mainetown.com or visit www.mainetown.com

those communities. The main purpose of the celebrations was to
highlight the culture and traditions of the community and to create
awareness among the people about them.
Indian Cultural Day was celebrated on August 3, while due to respect
for the month of Muharram, Pakistani Cultural Day was celebrated
on August 21, 2021 after Ashura Muharram instead of on August
14th. The Pakistani American community was congratulated on
Pakistan’s Independence Day. Both events took place outside Town
Hall at 1700 Ballard Road, Park Ridge, Illinois. Both ceremonies were
totally remarkable. Hundreds of people attended.
The celebrations of both Pakistan and Indian culture days included
speeches about the events’ cultural importance, songs by local
groups, poetry, and dances performed by renown dance performers.

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Ed Beauvais,
Highway Commissioner

2021 Annual Projects: Work from our Annual Projects included

repair, removal and replacement of Curb, Sidewalks and Gutters and
street resurfacing for the following streets: Dee (Ballard to Dempster),
Rancho (Ballard to end), Robin (Ballard to Dempster), Bobbi (Howard
to alley), William (East of Flora), Linda (East of Flora) and Highway
Department/OEM Department parking area. I am happy to say this was
finished well before our estimated mid-October completion date.
We will be finishing up on a few additional small repairs as weather permits.

Maine Township Highway Department REPORT CARD:
A big heartfelt THANK YOU to all volunteer participants who took
the time to complete and return this highway department survey.
I enjoyed reading every one of them and will put this information to
good use when planning for the upcoming fiscal year 2022-2023.
100% of all participants were in FAVOR of utilizing highway department
reserve monies for necessary infrastructure improvements, upgrading
streetlights to LED where necessary and expanding Maine Township
Recycling Program and 99% of all participants stated they would plan
on participating in an annual recycling event.
I also received three excellent resident suggestions:
• Look into styrofoam recycling at future Recycling Events
• Research status of Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
Improvement Proposals
• Replacing Streetlights with longer lasting LED lights
If you have any ideas or suggestion to improve upon our services,
the quickest way to receive a response is to send us an email at
mthighway@aol.com.

2021 Annual Tree Branch Pick-up Program
(Unincorporated Maine Township ONLY): As of September
20th, we have concluded our popular Tree Branch Pick-up Program for
the year. This is an annual program that we run every year starting in
April and ending in September on the third Monday of the month.

Highway Commissioner Ed Beauvais (l) and Trustee Asif Malik (r)
checking progress on street resurfacing

Snow Management & Snow Plowing: Whether we like it or

not, winter will be upon us in the near future and just wanted to go over
a few Dos and Don’ts when dealing with snow on your property.
• If you are shoveling snow on your property or you have hired
someone to plow/shovel your driveway, walkway and path to your
mailbox, remember it is AGAINST Maine Township Ordinance to
push snow into the street and failure to place your snow on your
property may result in a costly Violation fine issued by Maine
Township Code Enforcement Officer. You must place the snow from
your property onto your property. The right-of-way is reserved for
the highway department to place snow from the street.
• If you notice a large area of ice on sidewalk or street, it may be a
water main break and should be reported to your water company
(check phone number listed on your water bill).
• Please report any abandoned cars left parked on the street to the
Code Enforcement Officer at Town Hall 847-297-2510 prior to
the first snow fall. Our goal is to plow the street as cleanly as
possible and unmoved cars make snow plowing the street much
more difficult.
• Please take care when driving alongside and behind one of our
snow removal trucks and give them the right-of-way to avoid
unnecessary collision/contact. Roads are often very icy and
slippery from the snow. Remember to slow down and give yourself
extra time to break, while traveling.

Good News – Spring is Right Around the Corner:

Wintertime is a great time to do some research and plan for spring
projects. Maine Township Permit/Waiver Letters are good for a year, so if
you start the process in January, February or March you can be prepared
to get started first thing in the spring. If you live in unincorporated
Maine Township, please send us an email mthighway@aol.com list
your address under Subject and include your name, property address,
phone number and a brief description of your project and we will email
you the appropriate form and instructions.

(l to r) Highway Commissioner Ed Beauvais, Trustees Kim Jones
and Asif Malik enjoying the Autumn Social
2021 Curb, Sidewalk & Gutter
Project - Removing & Replacing
Curb & Gutters

2021 Street Resurfacing Project Removing & Replacing
Asphalt Street

Hours: Monday–Friday from 7 AM to 3:30 PM
*Appointment Required* Call (847) 297-522
Mainely News • Fall 2021
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CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk, Peter Gialamas
Hello Everyone,
As we roll into fall I would like to
announce we have a new Deputy Clerk
working in our department. Banu Siva
has been with us since August and we
are very happy to have her. We now have three Deputy Clerks to
help you with your passport applications or any of the services
we provide you at the Clerk’s Department. Please remember that
passport application processing is by appointment only while all
other services are on a walk-in basis. If you need to schedule an
appointment, please call 847-297-2510 and ask for the Clerk’s
Department. I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy.

Food Pantry
Our food pantry is always in need of donations,
especially around the holiday time. If you would
like to donate, non-perishable food items are
accepted at Town Hall Mon-Fri, 9 am to 5 pm or
call our main number to arrange a pickup
in advance.
Some suggested items are:

• Coffee
• Rice
• Toilet paper
• Oatmeal
• Crackers
• Juice
• Shampoo
• Toothpaste
• Canned Fruits/Applesauce
• Pasta Sauce/Marinara
• Chef Boyardee
• Peanut Butter/Jelly

Deputy Clerk Banu Siva helping a resident with a passport.

Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222,
email pgialamas@mainetown.com
or visit www.mainetown.com

• Pancake Mix
If you are in need of food and would like to learn
more about this program and the requirements
to qualify, please call (847) 297-2510, ext 236.

Code Enforcement Winter Tips
1. Branch pickup season ended in September and will
not begin again until April 18th. Do not put branches
on the Township Right-of-Way.
2. Raked up leaves are not to be placed on the
Township Right-of-Way.
3. Snow removal from your property onto the Township
street is illegal.
4. Pay attention to signage in your area regarding
Snow Route parking. You will be ticketed and towed
for 2 inches or more.
5. If you have a fire hydrant in front of your house,
make sure it is visible during the snow season.
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6. Do not place garbage bins or bulk items until the evening
before your garbage day.
7. Pickup miscellaneous litter around your property to
continue in the effort of keeping the neighborhood clean.
8. It is illegal for sump pumps or gutter drainage to be
discharged onto sidewalks. This becomes a safety hazard.
9. All garages, sheds, or any other buildings, shall be
kept in good condition to avoid the harborage of any
rodents or pests.
10. To promote safety, all snow should be removed from
the sidewalks.

MaineStreamers, Enhancing Lives After 55+
MaineStreamers are back on the road! Hop on
our coach bus as we head on one of our exciting
day trips or join us at one of our special events:

Members Enjoying The Summer Concert Series

Dancing Queen

Rockin’ Fenderskirts

American English - Concert

Enjoy a live concert by American English,
a Beatles tribute band, at a local venue.
The Four C Notes

Rodgers & Hammerstein’s
Cinderella

Experience one of the most beloved and
cherished fairy tales live on the Paramount stage
in Aurora.

Trustee Kimberly Jones (r) seen
here with her mom as well as MaineStreamers member Linka Jones.

Ready for the entertainment at
the Autumn Social

Joining MaineStreamers
For more information on this FREE membership, contact the MaineStreamers department
at 847-297-2510 or visit mainetown.com/mainestreamers.

Vaccination Clinic
Maine Township will be hosting a Jewel-Osco COVID-19 vaccine
booster clinic on November 8, 2021 from 9 am to 12 pm at Town Hall.
Visit mainetown.com for the link to make an appointment or
call 847-297-2510 ext. 281 for more information about how you
can schedule appointments and eligibility.

Mainely News • Fall 2021

7

A REPORT TO THE RESIDENTS OF MAINE TOWNSHIP
Presorted Standard

U.S. Postage

PAID
Palatine, IL
Permit No. 7140

MAINE TOWNSHIP • 1700 Ballard Road, Park Ridge, Illinois 60068-1006
847-297-2510 • www.mainetown.com

Listen to 1350AM for Township updates

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Town Hall Hours

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Mon - Fri : 9 AM - 5 PM

Upcoming Meetings & Events
Board Meetings on Nov. 23, Dec. 28, Jan. 25, and Feb. 22
at 6:30 PM. Check www.mainetown.com for information
about Board Meetings held via video conferencing.
Offices closed on Nov. 11 for Veteran's Day
Offices close at 1 PM on Nov. 24
Offices closed Nov. 25 & 26 for Thanksgiving
Offices close at 1 PM on Dec. 23
Offices closed on Dec. 24 for Christmas
Offices close at 1 PM on Dec. 30
Offices closed on Dec. 31 for New Years
Offices closed on Jan. 17 for Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Offices closed on on Feb. 21 for President's Day
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetown.com

Printed on recycled paper

How to Contact
Our Departments

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office . . . . . . . . . . . ext. 255
Clerk’s Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ext. 222
Code Enforcement Officer . .  ext. 259
General Assistance. . . . . . . . .  ext. 236

Peter Gialamas
Clerk

MaineStreamers . . . . . . . . . . .  ext. 260
Veteran’s Assistance . . . . . . .  ext. 236

Susan Moylan Krey
Assessor

Ed Beauvais
Highway Commissioner

Karen J. Dimond
Supervisor

MaineStay Youth
& Family Services . . . . . . . . . . ext. 261
Office of Emergency
Management . . . . . . . . .  847-297-5911
Highway Department. . . 847-297-5225
You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township website:

www.mainetown.com
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Kimberly Jones
Trustee

Kelly Horvath
Trustee

James Maher
Trustee

Asif Malik
Trustee

