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Karen’s
Column

Tree Lighting
in Des Plaines

New Ways to
Stay in Touch with
Maine Township

Supervisor Karen Dimond,
Trustee Kelly Horvath,
Trustee Asif Malik and
Highway Commissioner
Ed Beauvais join Des
Plaines Mayor Andrew
Goczkowski for the City
of Des Plaines Annual Tree
Lighting Ceremony
in Metropolitan Square.

With the start of this new
year, we are beginning to reach out to you on
Facebook, in addition to updating our webpage
and issuing more press releases to the local
media regarding Maine Township events and
opportunities. So, for timely information and
updates, check our webpage frequently at
https://mainetown.com and follow us on
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/MTGovt.

Keeping you Healthy
Maine Township wants to help you stay
healthy, so we offered COVID booster shots
at the Township Offices on November 8, 2021
and February 15, 2022. We were also pleased
to welcome some of our younger township
residents (ages 5 to 11) to our offices on January
18, 2022 and February 8, 2022 to get their initial
and follow-up COVID inoculations – along
with a treat they could take home. And, on
January 2, 2022, when the demand for COVID
tests was at its peak, Trustee Asif Malik, along
with the not-for-profits Empowering Women
and Care and Cure, arranged to have drive-up
COVID tests performed outside our offices.
In February, we began distributing free KN 95
masks to the public.
As we know, the pandemic has caused all of us to
endure new types of stress and isolation. Maine
Township’s therapists can help as they offer
counseling in-person or remotely. You don’t have
to endure anxiety or depression alone. Contact
MaineStay at (847) 297-2510 for an appointment.
https://mainetown.com/departments/mainestay
Finally, if the bitterly cold weather has left you
feeling chilled and isolated in your home, come
to our offices during our business hours and
relax for a while, perhaps with a good book, in
our warming center.
continued on page 2

Vaccine Clinic
Maine Township hosted along with Jewel-Osco COVID-19 a vaccine clinic for
kids 5-11 organized by Deputy Administrator Victoria Rizzo.

Supervisor Karen Dimond helping with
check in

Kids doing a craft project after
receiving vaccine

Agency & Program Coordinator Evan
White and Administrator Dayna Berman
help pass out arts & crafts

Deputy Administrator Victoria Rizzo and
Jewel Osco Pharmacists

Karen’s Column
continued from page 1

Maine Township Food Pantry

Thank you for your generosity
During the past few months, I was
overwhelmed by the kindness of Maine
Township residents, schools, organizations and
businesses who gave cash and food to our food
pantry over the holiday season. Together they
donated over $68,000 in cash over a threemonth period of time. In addition, thousands
of pounds of food were donated, including
871 pounds from the Cook County Sheriff’s
Office alone. Two not-for-profits, Empowering
Women and Care and Cure, donated turkeys,
enabling Maine Township to give away
200 turkeys just before Thanksgiving.
We also distributed over 200 hams the
following month.
As usual, we experienced an upswing in
donations during the holidays and this year’s
contributions will help the pantry stay stocked
in the leaner months ahead. But we will still
need your support as the months go by. These
basic food items are in particular demand:
sugar, flour, brown and white rice, tuna, pasta
sauce, canned fruit and oil. Food donations
can be dropped off anytime during business
hours in the bin just inside our front door.

Maine Township
Supervisor Karen
Dimond accepted
a donation of 871
pounds of goods
from the Cook
County Sheriff’s
office on behalf of
the Maine Township
Food Pantry.

Honoring Retirement

Staff Changes
Two employees recently retired after serving
Maine Township for many years: Carol Langan,
Food Pantry Director, and Doriene Prorak,
Assistant to the Supervisor. We thank them
for their many years of serving the community
and wish them well in their future endeavors.
New full or part-time staff members recently
joined us or were promoted so as to fill vacated
positions. Say hello to them when you next visit
our offices:
Arielle Kalvelage, Family Therapist
Summer Zumbrock, Therapist
Jazmin Arana, Therapist
Emily Toomey, Youth Program Coordinator
Evan White, Agency and Program
Coordinator
Paula Rezutko-Custic, Afternoon
Receptionist
Ruba Al Ayed, HR Generalist
Jenessa Orengo, General Assistance
Office Manager
Alicia Brzezinski, promoted to Assistant
to the Supervisor
Nick Kanehl, promoted to Food Pantry
Director

Holding plaques honoring their retirement are Food Pantry Director Carol Langan
(left center) and Assistant to the Supervisor Doriene Prorak (right center) on Friday,
Jan. 7 in Park Ridge. The plaques were handed out by Township elected officials,
pictured left to right, Clerk Pete Gialamas, Trustee Kim Jones, Supervisor Karen
Dimond and Assessor Susan Moylan Krey.

FREE Shredding Event
Saturday, April 23 • 9 AM – 12 noon

Town Hall parking lot, 1700 Ballard Rd., Park Ridge
Maine Township will be sponsoring a free Document Shredding
Event for its residents in the Township parking lot. Shred First Inc. of
Des Plaines will perform the document shredding. Please limit your
shredding to three plastic or paper grocery bags and remove all paper
clips, binder clips and rubber bands; staples are acceptable.
For more information: Please call 847-297-2510, ext. 251
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MaineLines – General Assistance program
The General Assistance department would like
to highlight our MaineLines program. This is a
subsidized taxi service where Maine Township will
charge you $1 for a voucher that is worth $5 off of
a taxi ride from our participating Taxi companies.
To qualify, you must be 65 or older and make less
than $27,610 for a single resident or $36,635 for a

married resident. You must also have limited mobility
documented from a health care professional stating
you cannot walk far or handle bus steps. Maine
Township residents are the only people who qualify
and you may use 1 voucher per ride. Your taxi ride
must start or end within Maine Township.

MaineStay Youth & Family Services News
MaineStay is an award-winning department that has been serving
the mental health needs of our community for nearly 50 years by
providing affordable strength-based counseling along with youth
and community programs focused on prevention and education.

left: Students at Emerson Middle School, along with high
school mentors, participate in a bonding activity to learn about
each other’s interests as our Future Leaders peer mentoring
program kicks off the new year led by MaineStay employees
Evan White (shown here) and Emily Toomey.
above: Mentor Arthur Mollenhauer, former CEO of Big Brothers
Big Sisters of Metropolitan Chicago, and his mentee, work on a
gingerbread house project during the December session of our
Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring program.

MaineStay Volunteer Mentors Needed
Our mentoring program, offered in partnership with Big
Brothers Big Sisters, meets twice monthly on Tuesdays from
6-7:30 pm in a structured group setting and helps youth
enhance their social skills, confidence, and ability to be
successful in school and in the future. We are in need of
additional volunteers willing to mentor young people from
our community. A small contribution of only 3 hours of your
time each month can change the course of a child's life. Please
contact Emily at etoomey@mainetown.com for details.

Adult Anger Management Group
starts March 29 from 6-7 pm

This eight-week group helps participants better understand
and gain control over anger and make positive behavior
changes to manage it effectively.

Anxiety Coping Skills Group
starts March 31 from 5-6 pm

This research-supported eight-week group helps children ages
8-13 learn effective ways to deal with anxiety and stress. Participants will learn how to recognize anxious feelings and physical
reactions to anxiety, how to clarify thoughts and feelings in anxious
situations, and how to develop plans for effective coping.

Parenting Class

starts April 14 from 6-7:30 pm
Our six-week parenting class uses an informative blend of video
and discussion to help parents learn fun and practical ways to
parent with more energy and less stress.
Please contact Richard at rlyon@mainetown.com for details
regarding any of the above listed groups and classes.

For more information on these and other MaineStay programs visit mainetown.com/mainestay,

email mainestay@mainetown.com, or call 847-297-2510.
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NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR
Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey

What You Need to Know About 2021 Exemptions
For the 2021 property tax year, The Cook County Assessor will
auto-renew the Senior Freeze, Veterans with Disabilities, and
Persons with Disabilities Exemptions. The Homeowner and
Senior Exemptions will continue to auto-renew every year. If you
can’t remember if you received the exemption, check your 2021
Second Installment Property Tax Bill or you can visit the Cook
County Tax Portal at cookcountypropertyinfo.com. Additionally,
the Cook County Assessor will be mailing homeowners a

TRUSTEE’S
CORNER
Trustee, Kelly Horvath
I am very excited to be writing my first
‘Trustee’s Corner’ after being elected
last April. I am honored to serve the
residents of Maine Township alongside four other new board
members as well as 3 incumbent board members. Together we
have been working hard to make a positive difference for everyone
in the township.
When running for office, an issue I spoke often of was the need for
increased communication with the residents. The Township offers
a vast number of services and programs that unfortunately, many
residents aren’t aware of. It was one of my goals, to expand upon
our current communication methods in order to reach as many
residents as possible. While some prefer to read about Township
business in Mainely News, there are many residents that don’t.
Last summer I worked with our Supervisor and Administrator to
define our communication and marketing needs. After lengthy
discussions with the Board where we interviewed several PR firms,
we selected a company with fresh, innovative ideas that we felt
would help reach a new audience while also sharing richer content
with our current audience. In just a few months, I’ve already
noticed an increase in our reach.
I am particularly excited about our new Facebook page. This is
the first time the Township has ever had a social media account.
Having a place where we can share real-time news and events
is vital for people who rely on having up to date information.
Whether it is regarding road conditions for the unincorporated
areas, an event that is coming up, news from the Assessor’s
office, or other important messages, having a place to share that
4
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postcard or letter in late March 2022 confirming what
exemptions will auto-renew.
If a resident did not receive these exemptions on last year’s
2020 property tax bill or received a Certificate of Error, they
will need to reapply for the 2021 tax year. The applications
will not be available until late March. Maine Township
will be happy to assist all residents with completing the
applications required.
Seniors born in 1956 are eligible to apply for Senior and/or
Freeze Exemptions. The application can be completed online
by visiting www.cookcountyassessor.com or the Maine
Township Assessor’s office will assist you in completing the
application in late March.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 255,
email smkrey@mainetown.com or visit www.mainetown.com

information in the months between printed newsletters is a big
step towards better communication. It is also my hope that we can
reach a new audience as well, sharing even more of the Township’s
wonderful resources with them. Please follow our newly created
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/MTGovt

Recovery Connection
The holidays can be a difficult time for people in
recovery to maintain their sobriety. This year the
Recovery Connection partnered with local radio
personality and playwright, Harry Teinowitz,
for a Thanksgiving Eve outing to his new play,
When Harry Met Rehab, billed as a comedy that
takes sobriety seriously. Our outing allowed our
recovery community to have a great time with
fellow sober people in a safe place.
If you or a family member have concerns about
drug and alcohol use, call Marty at the Recovery
Connection for a confidential conversation
847-297-2510 ext. 233

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Ed Beauvais,
Highway Commissioner

Hope everyone is keeping warm during this frigid winter period we are
currently experiencing. Snow, ice and below freezing weather presents
hazards for us all and I would like to address precautions we can all
take. Although we do our best to keep the streets plowed and salted in
unincorporated Maine Township, ice is particularly dangerous. If the
snow falls on cold surfaces and the temperature is below 32 degrees, ice
will form quickly. It takes double the amount of salt to melt ice. If you
purchase salt to use on your stoop, sidewalks, and driveway; salt works
best if applied when the temperature is warmest.

Trustee Kelly
Horvath and Highway
Commissioner Ed
Beauvais checking on
truck salt inventory
before highway crew
starts their routes

Seasonal Hazards:
Winter - Ice Precautions – Plan ahead when possible, and plan
trips around the weather. If you do not need to go out, do not. Allow
enough time to get where you are going. Exercise caution when getting
into and out of your vehicle. Look for the safest route to your location.
Ask someone to help you navigate a slippery or unsafe path. Take small
steps and wear appropriate footwear. Consider sweeping away the
surface with a broom after shoveling before cold sets in. Avoid carrying
items and wear gloves to keep hands free to assist you with stabilization
and balance. Take advantage of handrails when available. Clean your
shoes after going inside. Snow and ice can freeze onto the soles of shoes
and become treacherous, even indoors. RANDOM FACT - Each year 2.8
million elderly adults are treated for fall-related injuries. The chances of
suffering a fall in colder weather increases after age 65 and significantly
so after age 75.
Spring - Springtime flooding has seen a dramatic increase especially
across northern and western Illinois. It is important to know how to take
appropriate precautions for potential spring flooding. Spring snowfalls
and melts are especially common. Seasonal temperature changes also
result in heavy rainstorms and tornadoes. Saturated ground and swollen
rivers contribute to area flood risks.

FLOODING Precautions - Next time it rains, grab an umbrella,
and walk around your house. Track the path of water flow. Eliminate
low spots in the yard by grading surrounding areas or consider adding
a dry well, installing drainage system or rain gardens to low lying areas
or where water is pooling. Inspect Gutters and downspouts. Take care
of your sump pump, install a battery backup or a back-flow valve.
Waterproof basement walls. Cover Window wells. Check exterior steps
for damage or wear.

2022 Tree Branch Pick-Up Service

(Unincorporated Maine Township ONLY):
Tree Branch Pick Up Service is an annual program that begins in April
and runs through September (third Monday of the month) 2022 Dates
- Apr 18th, May 16th, Jun 20th, Jul 18th, Aug 15th, and Sep 19th is the
last pick-up date of the season. This is for tree branches ONLY. You are
limited to a pile of branches 4' by 6' → placed by the curb, cut ends
must be facing the curb. You must place branches at the curb by 7 AM
on the 3rd Monday of the month, but no more than 48 hours before
pick-up day. Putting branches out before that time may result in an
Ordinance Violation and Fine.

Building Permits/Waiver Letter Requests:
If you live in unincorporated Maine Township, you are under the
jurisdiction of TWO local governments, Maine Township Highway
Department and Cook County Building & Zoning Department. If you
are not sure if your project will need a Permit or Waiver Letter, please
send email to mthighway@aol.com with your property address and
brief description of your project (please include copy of Plat of Survey,
Contractor's Estimate, Photograph or Diagram of project). When
we receive your email, we will review your project and send you the
appropriate form, application, and instructions. REMINDER - you may
not START your project until you have satisfied permit requirements
for BOTH Maine Township Highway Department and Cook County
Building & Zoning Department.

Street Light Outages/Missing Signs:
Please report any streetlight outages, damaged or missing signs in
unincorporated Maine Township to highway department via email at
mthighway@aol.com
MaineStreamers Holiday Luncheon - In attendance (L to R) Trustee
Kelly Horvath, Supervisor Karen Dimond, Clerk Peter Gialamas,
Trustee Kimberly Jones, Assessor Susan Moylan Krey and Highway
Commissioner Ed Beauvais

Hours: Monday–Friday from 7 AM to 3:30 PM
*Appointment Required* Call 847-297-5225
Mainely News • Winter 2022
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CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk, Peter Gialamas
It is with a heavy heart that I
share the news of longtime Maine
Township Clerk Gary Warner's
passing this previous January. Gary
was first elected Clerk in 1986 and faithfully served in that
position until 2017 when he decided it was time to retire. I
was honored that Gary whole heartedly endorsed me as I ran
to be his successor. Gary was a great mentor and friend to me
when I started back at the township many years ago. As well
as his duties as Township Clerk, Gary Warner served as Past
commander of the Amvets Post #36, Past Grand Knight of
the North American Martyrs post #4338, Past commander of
American Legion of Park Ridge as well as being a member of
the city of Park Ridge citizen’s patrol of the Park Ridge Police
Department. His history of volunteerism and community
activism is well known and much appreciated throughout
all of Maine Township. He was one of a kind and will be
greatly missed.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM.
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222,
email pgialamas@mainetown.com
or visit www.mainetown.com

(left to right): Clerk Peter Gialamas and Chief Deputy Clerk
Wiesia Tytko seen here with the late Clerk Gary Warner.

Assessor Susan Moylan Key is Hosting:

FREE PROPERTY AFTER DEATH FORUM
Presented By: Cook County Clerk Karen A. Yarbrough
Thursday, April 28th - 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sabeel Center - 8800 Ballard Rd., Des Plaines
This will be a Virtual and In-Person Event
Learn how to transfer your home, car, checking & savings account
without a will or a trust, and how to save thousands of dollars
in legal and court fees!
Please RSVP to Maine Township Assessor at 847-297-2510 ext. 251
or use the QR Code (provided on the right) from Cook County Clerk to register.

Registration Required - Seating is Limited
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MaineStreamers, Enhancing Lives After 55+
MaineStreamers are back on the road! Hop on our coach bus as we head on one of our exciting day trips, or join us at one
of our special events:

Goodnight Oscar

Afternoon Magic

An exciting show that combines comedy, magic, and audience
participation with Magician Bill Cook.

Anything can happen on live
TV and one night it did. Sean
Hayes (Will & Grace) stars as
the irrepressible Oscar Levant
on stage at the Goodman
Theatre.

Members Enjoying Fall & Winter Day Trip & Events

Fall Foliage Train Ride, East Troy Railroad

Teatro ZinZanni, Chicago

Paine Art Center, Nutcracker in the
Castle, WI

American English Concert,
Prairie Lakes Theater

Supervisor Dimond enjoying a MaineStreamers
day trip at Sanfilippo Estate in Barrington Hills.

Joining MaineStreamers
For more information on this FREE membership, contact the MaineStreamers department
at 847-297-2510 or visit mainetown.com/mainestreamers.

The North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic will be presenting an informational Zoom program
on the legal services it can offer our low income residents.

These services include representation in the areas of Immigration, Housing, and Domestic Violence.
(There are no income limits for representation in Domestic Violence matters.)

The program will be presented on

April 4th, 2022 in English at 6:30 pm & in Spanish at 7:00 pm
Register and join via zoom: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85614630120 or visit mainetown.com for clickable link.
Meeting ID: 856 1463 0120. Please call for passcode 847-297-2510, ext 251.
You may join the program at either 6:30 or 7:00 pm • In person viewing on screen available at Maine Township.
Later this spring, we plan to offer free legal clinics at which residents may receive individualized advice in these areas of law.
Mainely News • Winter 2022
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Town Hall Hours

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Mon - Fri : 9 AM - 5 PM

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER
Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/MTGovt

Subscribe to receive our email updates
(on our home page): www.mainetown.com

Upcoming Meetings & Events
Board Meetings on March 19, April 26, and May 24
at 6:30 PM. Check www.mainetown.com for information
about Board Meetings held via video conferencing.
Annual Town Meeting on April 12 at 7 PM
Offices closed on May 30 for Memorial Day
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetown.com

How to Contact
Our Departments

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office . . . . . . . . . . . ext. 255
Clerk’s Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ext. 222
Code Enforcement Officer . .  ext. 259
General Assistance. . . . . . . . .  ext. 236

Peter Gialamas
Clerk

MaineStreamers . . . . . . . . . . .  ext. 260
Veteran’s Assistance . . . . . . .  ext. 236

Susan Moylan Krey
Assessor

Ed Beauvais
Highway Commissioner

Karen J. Dimond
Supervisor

MaineStay Youth
& Family Services . . . . . . . . . . ext. 261
Office of Emergency
Management . . . . . . . . .  847-297-5911
Highway Department. . . 847-297-5225
You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township website:

www.mainetown.com
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Kimberly Jones
Trustee

Kelly Horvath
Trustee

James Maher
Trustee

Asif Malik
Trustee
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