A REPORT TO THE RESIDENTS OF MAINE TOWNSHIP

KAREN J. DIMOND, Supervisor

Serving Our Community Since 1850

Summer 2022

Karen’s
Column
Annual Meeting
On April 12, 2022, Maine
Township, along with
every other township in
the State of Illinois, held
its “Annual Meeting” as required by state law.
Since the 1850s, Maine Township has been
holding these annual meetings at which voters
can directly vote on agenda items and receive a
report about what the township has been doing
over the past year.
At this year’s meeting, I presented a recap of
many of the past year’s events, while Clerk
Gialamas presented this years’ Sgt. Karen Lader
Memorial Good Citizen’s Award. The award is
named after a Cook County Sheriff who passed
away in 2010 and is awarded to a resident who
has demonstrated strong support and dedication
to his/her community. This year’s recipient was
James G. Argionis of Park Ridge.

Helping You With Your
Spring Cleaning
Have you completed your spring cleaning?
Or perhaps, you have cleared out your storage
area during the pandemic? This spring, Maine
Township is helping you dispose of no longer
needed items. On Saturday, April 23, 2022, we
held a free document- shredding event. Over the
course of the morning, 346 cars drove through
our parking lot and dropped off documents to
be shredded on site. Residents were allowed to
watch their own documents be shredded if they
chose to do so. Because the event was so popular,
we plan to hold a similar event in the fall.
Then on May 11, 2022, we held an Electronics
Recycling and Drug Take-Back program in
conjunction with the Sheriff of Cook County.
We were able to fill a truck full of electronic
devices that our residents no longer need,
while making sure those items did not end
up in landfills. We also, in cooperation with
the Sheriff, offered a free car light repair day.
If you missed this event and live in the Maine
continued on page 2

Community Garage Sale - Coming Soon!
Maine Township’s 16th Annual 80-family Community Garage Sale will
be held, rain or shine, on September 17, 2022 in the parking lot of Maine
Township Town Hall, 1700 Ballard Road, Park Ridge. Space reservations
for Maine Township residents will be accepted in person beginning August
1 at 9 am and on August 8 at 9 am for all others. Spaces are sold on a firstcome, first-served basis and sell out quickly. If you are interested in being
a sponsor or would like to learn more visit mainetown.com/garagesale or
contact Emily at etoomey@mainetown.com.

National Night Out
On August 2, 2022, National Night Out Against Crime returns to
Maine Township. Plan to attend this evening event at 6:30 pm in
Dee Park featuring games, crafts, and entertainment. National Night
Out is a unique crime/prevention event and is a campaign involving
citizens, law enforcement, civic groups, businesses, neighborhood
organizations and local officials.

Annual Town Meeting
Below are some highlights from
Maine Township’s Annual Meeting
on April 12, 2022.

Des Plaines Mayor Andrew
Goczkowski who was the Moderator
for the meeting being sworn in by
Clerk Peter Gialamas.

l to r: Cmdr. Murray, Lt. Mary
Przybylski, James G. Argionis
of Park Ridge, winner of the
Sgt. Karen Lader Memorial
Good Citizen’s Award with
Clerk Peter Gialamas.

Representatives from the Niles Community Church and
Park Ridge Presbyterian Church who we honored with an
award for donating a legacy gift in the amount of $50,000.
Pictured are Jim Oates, Pat Neukirch, Julie Halley, Debbie
Oates and Mary Ann Ballard.

Karen’s Column
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A Successful Shredding Event

Township unincorporated area, you may
contact Flood Brothers, which will pick
up from your home and recycle up to six
electronic items for $30. To arrange, call
(630)261-0400 twenty-four hours in advance
of your service day.
Finally, in June, we will be renting dumpsters
that residents may use to dispose of large
items, such as furniture and mattresses. Look
for a Flood Brothers Dumpster, which will be
available (1) on June 22 to 23 on Sumac Road
between Noel and Emerson Streets, and then
(2) on June 24 to-25 in our parking lot, 1700
Ballard Road, Park Ridge. We will not be able
to accept hazardous wastes. Check out our
website to verify availability of the dumpsters.
On June 15, 2022, the Secretary of State’s
Mobile Unit will be in our parking lot.
Instead of going to a DMV office, you
can visit this mobile office to renew your
driver’s license or state identification card,
get license plate renewal stickers, and access
other services.

Maine Township held a free shredding event in April and many resident participated.
We had 346 cars come through the Town Hall parking lot!

Electronics Recycling & Prescription
Drug Take Back Event
Maine Township partnered with Cook County Sheriff’s Office to host a
free electronics recycling and prescription drug take back event. Just
under 200 cars came through.

Stay in Touch with
Maine Township
Summer will be a busy time for Maine
Township, and we encourage you to sign
up for our monthly e-newsletter on our
website https://mainetown.com and follow
us on Facebook: facebook.com/mtgovt. We
plan to continue mailing out this quarterly
newsletter, but you can get updated news
and more current information about
planned events from Maine Township’s
e-newsletter, website, and social media.

Cyber Crimes &
Cyber Safety
On July 7th at 6:00 PM The Cook
County Sheriff’s Office will offer a
free Cyber Crimes & Cyber Safety
presentation at the Maine Township
Office. A Sheriff’s Police Detective
will give an overview of the types of
Cyber Crimes that are carried out
in Cook County and how individuals
can best protect themselves from
becoming victims. Please call
847-297-2510 ext. 251 to register.
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left: Supervisor Karen Dimond and
OEM Director Francisco Rojas
above: Maintenance Director Mike
Samaan works with Jessica Fox
from his Maintenance Team

Cell Phones for Seniors
Senior Citizens, who do not have a cell phone, can receive a free emergency
911 phone by filling out an application from the Sheriff’s Cell Phones for
Seniors Program. To receive an application, via email or USPS, please
call 708-865-7333. There is no limit to how many Cook County residents
can receive a phone. Cell phones come with a charger.
The Sheriff ’s Cell Phones for Seniors Program is supported by cell phone donations from
the general public. To find the closest collection site to you, please call 708-865-7333 or visit
the following webpage: https://www.cookcountysheriff.org/departments/communityrelations/senior-services/cell-phones-for-seniors/

Secretary Of State

Rules of the Road Class
Thursday, August 18th • 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM
This free, 2 hour class is designed
by the Illinois Secretary of State
to give drivers the knowledge and
confidence they need to renew or
obtain their driver’s license. The
review class combines an explanation

of the driving exam with a practice
written exam. This class would be
beneficial to anyone wishing to
renew their license. To register for
this class please call 847-297-2510
ext. 244.

Meet Our New OEM Director
We just hired a new OEM Director, Francisco Rojas. He’s currently
a firefighter/paramedic with 10 years of experience in emergency
management, public safety, and emergency medicine. Francisco
served in the U.S. Navy, with master’s in public health administration.
“As I take on this new role it is my goal that I bring the department
into a more effective and efficient working body of Maine
Township. I look forward to working with the community and
other agencies to dedicate my energy and time to your service.

It is my vision to have a fully staffed
volunteer department by the end of the
year to have this department ready and
available for any needs and emergencies
that may arise.”
For volunteer opportunities or to reach
the OEM Department, please contact
847-297-2510 ext. 232 or frojas@mainetown.com

MaineStay Youth & Family Services News
MaineStay is an award-winning department that has been serving
the mental health needs of our community for nearly 50 years by
providing affordable strength-based counseling along with youth
and community programs focused on prevention and education.

Summer Camp

Our Adventure Maine Township summer camp program
will take place from June 21-30 and July 18-28 and is open
to children ages 8-13 who qualify based on family income.
This camp provides a supportive and structured environment
where children can improve their social skills. Cost is $50 for
each two-week session. Please contact Emily at etoomey@
mainetown.com for details.

Youth Mentoring

Looking for ways to help your child enhance their social skills,
confidence, and ability to be successful in school and in the future?
If so, we encourage you to apply for one of the new openings in
our FREE award-winning Big Brothers Big Sisters mentoring

Our Big Brothers
Big Sisters mentoring
program went on an
enriching field trip
recently to iFLY in
Rosemont for indoor
skydiving! This STEM
field trip got the
group excited about
math and physics
through not only
flying indoors, but
also through a handson lab activity and
experiment beforehand. The Bigs and
Littles had so much
fun together going
on their first field
trip since 2019!

program. To apply online visit mainetown.com/mentoring or
contact Emily at etoomey@mainetown.com for details.

Community Wellness Fair

We will be hosting a free Community Wellness Fair on June
16 from 6-9 pm in partnership with Mental Health America of
the Northern Suburbs to promote positive mental health and
wellness in our community. The event will feature yoga, dance/
movement, and art classes along with a panel discussion with
several mental health experts who will help participants better
understand available mental health resources and answer any
questions. Residents must register in advance and choose one
activity to participate in. Space is limited. For more details or to
register visit mainetown.com.

For more information on these and other MaineStay programs visit mainetown.com/mainestay,

email mainestay@mainetown.com, or call 847-297-2510.

Hands-On Self-Defense Class
On August 9, 2022 at 6 PM Maine Township will host a
hands-on Self-Defense Class presented by the Cook County
Sheriff’s Office. The Office provides awareness lessons and
basic defensive tactics to willing participants who want to
assure their own safety. The Class is taught by instructors
from the Cook County Sheriff’s Training Academy. Adult

individuals are eligible to participate. The Class is designed
to suit different levels of willingness and ability. Covered
topics may include car-jackings, home invasions, and
violence in a public space. Please sign up by calling us at
847-297-2510 ext. 251.
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TRUSTEE’S
CORNER
Trustee, James Maher
Hello, Maine Township residents.
During the very brief time period I have
been privileged to serve as a trustee,
I believe that I have learned that rehabilitative services are the
most important service the township provides to its residents. In a
conservative world of law and order, rehabilitation is often ignored
in favor of deterrence and punishment. I have seen this many
times as a criminal defense lawyer.
However, our township employees prove on a daily basis how they
do not judge, but rather, how they serve the disadvantaged. I have
seen how our Recovery Connection, MaineStay Youth & Family
Services Department, our Food Pantry, and our other departments
rehabilitate our less fortunate residents and give them hope that a
better future is possible and that it can and will happen.
The fight against the effects of poverty, mental illness, and
alcohol and drug addiction is not just an idealistic goal, it is what
Maine Township is all about. I have been particularly interested
in observing how our Recovery Connection Department serves
young adults and others with alcohol and drug addiction
problems, and how our MaineStay Department works with young
people through its peer jury and mentoring programs. Consistent
with my personal experiences in the criminal defense law, poverty,
mental health and addiction problems exist in nearly every person
with criminal problems I encounter. I have been very proud to
witness how our township employees devote their professional
skills to the daily fight against poverty, mental illness and alcohol
and drug addiction.
In conclusion, I am very pleased that as a Board we were able
to increase the wages of our employees who do all the hard

CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk, Peter Gialamas
Hello All,
I wanted to take this opportunity to
let everyone know we have a new full
time deputy clerk in our department.
Her name is Jessica Guzman and we are delighted to have her
on board. She is fluent in Spanish, so that is a great help for
our Spanish speaking residents. We also recently said goodbye
to our long time chief deputy clerk, Wiesia Tytko, who retired
in April after 22 years of service to the township. She will
be missed, but I know she will enjoy all of her free time that
4
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work. I have seen proof that our Maine Township employees are
significantly underpaid when compared to other similarly situated
persons who provide comparable services. As a trustee, I hope that
in the future our Board can continue to take even more significant
steps to increase the wages of our employees to a more just level.

Recovery Connection
As our country continues to be in the grips of a drug
epidemic, the award winning Maine Township Recovery
Connection continues build a sober community that
supports young adults in recovery from drug and alcohol
abuse. Besides our weekly Recovery Connection meeting
at 7:30 PM at Oasis Water Park in Niles, we host fun social
events that connect those who are trying to stay sober,
with those who have successfully overcome addiction and
are now productive members of our community.
This May our group had a great time at the Wit Theater
for the performance, “Zane Helberg Live from Rehab”, a
comedy show about a man’s life before, during and after
addiction. Our group interacted with the comedian after
the show and have invited him
to our meeting when he returns
from his nationwide tour late
this summer.
If you or a loved one are
struggling with alcoholism or
drugs, call us at 847-297-2510
ext. 233.

retirement allows. Lastly, I wanted to let everyone know that we
will once again be having our Maine Township National Night Out
Against Crime event this year after a two year hiatus due to the
pandemic. It will be on Tuesday, August 2nd starting at 6:30 pm at
Dee Park. As many of you know, this event brings the community
and the Cook County Sheriffs police together, to show support for
keeping our neighborhoods safe. There will be games, crafts and
entertainment for the whole family, so please make sure to stop by.

Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222,
email pgialamas@mainetown.com
or visit www.mainetown.com

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Ed Beauvais,
Highway Commissioner

It’s finally time to put away the snow shovels and bring out the umbrellas.
Heavy rain events present challenges for residents as well as for us at the
Highway Department. Saturating downpours can fill up storm sewers
quickly and temporarily flood streets and grassy areas.
One way to help alleviate flooding and to also save on water use is to
implement the use of rain barrels around your property. By capturing
water from your roof, these barrels can be used to ease standing water in
low lying areas while at the same time they can be utilized to water plants
and vegetables. The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater
Chicago has a rain barrel program that significantly discounts barrels for
Cook County residents. For more information or to order a rain barrel,
visit their website or call 844-4-Barrel.

Tree Branch Pick-Up Program

(April through September – third Monday of the month)
This is an annual program available to residents living in unincorporated
Maine Township ONLY. Due to the limited staff and equipment, there are
certain rules that we ask all participants to follow:
MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF BRANCHES that may be set out is
limited to 6 feet by 4-foot pile of branches, placed alongside your
driveway with CUT ENDS FACING THE CURB.
WE WILL NOT ACCEPT branches under three feet, or branches
larger than 4 inches in diameter.
NO logs, ornamental shrubs, grass or bush clippings, bushes, or
branches with ROOTS
NO BRANCHES containing CONSTRUCTION DEBRIS, FOREIGN
MATERIAL OR GARBAGE
NO BRANCHES CUT by LANDSCAPER or TREE SERVICE
DO NOT place branches out any earlier then the Saturday or Sunday
before collection day

Highway Commissioner Ed Beauvais and Cook County
District Maintenance Supervisor Sal La Marca with their
crews working together to clear a large branch pile along
our respective boundaries.

Highway Commissioner Beauvais and
Trustee Kim Jones
meeting with Maine
Township resident
David Arkis after
presenting him with
a Pesches gift card.
Mr. Arkis took his own
time and money to
beautify his neighborhood by planting
bushes. Thank you to
all the residents who
help improve upon
our neighborhoods in
actions big or small.

Our equipment is only meant to be used for basic tree trimmings,
not tree removal. If you are thinking about removing a tree from
your property you MUST call Cook County Building & Zoning
Department (312) 603-0500 for permit requirement information.
PLEASE DO NOT ATTEMPT TO TALK TO HIGHWAY CREW
WHEN THEY ARE CHIPPING BRANCHES, as they are
wearing required ear protection and it is DANGEROUS to be in
the vicinity of the tree branch chipper. If you have questions email
mthighway@aol.com
We continue to encourage residents to contact our office with any
valuable input and ideas on how we can improve services and/or with
any beautification project ideas. Please email us at mthighway@aol.com
We would like to thank those residents who live in our neighborhoods
who are working/have worked to beautify our area. There are countless
residents that we work with on a daily basis who go above and beyond
in helping our crews clean up areas of unincorporated Maine Township.
For their help and selfless actions, we are extremely grateful.
Thank you to our Foreman Pete Douvalakis
for 25 years of service! We cannot say enough
about what he has contributed and brought
to our Highway Department family every
single day. A simple thank you does not seem
adequate. Our entire crew looks to Pete to
guide daily operations and maintain our high
standards. He’s the calm voice to someone
who is upset, the first one on the streets on a
snowy icy 3 am morning and the last person
to ever complain about anything. Pete is a
self starter and gets the job done the right
way each and every time. Thank you Pete
for enriching all of our lives as co-workers,
residents and for making Maine Township a
better place with you in it.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 7 AM to 3:30 PM
*Appointment Required* Call 847-297-5225
Mainely News • Summer 2022
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NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR
Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey

Successful Community Event – Property After
Death /Property Fraud Alert Event
On April 28th, Cook County Clerk Karen Yarbrough and I cohosted an informative workshop about Property After Death and
how residents can avoid costly and time-consuming hurdles after
their death or the death of a loved one. Sponsoring the event were
State Representative Marty Moylan, Supervisor Karen Dimond,
and Trustee Kim Jones. Dr. Muhammad Chaudry, CEO and
President of the Islamic Food and Nutrition Council of America,
was very gracious to partner with Maine Township to allow us
to use the Sabeel Center as the location for our event. We had an
overwhelming response from our residents to attend in-person and
virtually. A special thank you to the MaineStreamers for their help.
The presentation can be viewed on the Maine Township website.

l to r: Supervisor
Karen J. Dimond,
Cook County Clerk
Karen Yarbrough,
and Assessor Susan
Moylan Krey at the
Property After Death
workshop.

Code Enforcement
The purpose of Code Enforcement is to ensure that the
Unincorporated area stays clean and that the residential
properties stay up to code and of good quality. On a daily basis,
the Code Enforcement Officer patrols the Unincorporated area
looking for violations that are not in compliance of the Township
Ordinance Book, which can be found on the Township web
site. Examples of some of these violations include construction
without permit, vehicle violations such as abandoned or
dismantled vehicles,
and monitoring
garbage pickup
days. The Code
Enforcement Office
receives complaints
on a daily basis
and is responsible
to work with
residents and find
a resolution.
6
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2021 Second Installment Property Tax Bill
Will Be Late
Normally, the Second Installment Property Tax Bill mails to
residents at the end of June and is due August 1st. However, this
year will be different. According to several communications from
the Cook County Assessor and the Cook County Board of Review,
the 2021 Second Installment Tax Bills will be late. It could be
as late as the end of this calendar year. For further information,
watch our website for updates.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 255,
email smkrey@mainetown.com or visit www.mainetown.com

Thanks to Our Food Pantry Donors!
Maine Township wishes to thank the many generous
donors who have supported our food pantry since the
beginning of the year with donations of cash or food.
We couldn’t do it without you!
Dina Cload Lindemann
Emily Blumenthal
St. John the Baptist Greek Orthodox
Church
Mr. & Mrs. Victor Stasica
Washington Elementary
Glenview United Methodist Church
Sarah McCarty
City of Park Ridge
Yakub & Company, Inc.
East Maine School District 63
Laura DeRosa
H. Ray
Katya Mischenko
E. Victor Novak

Yakub & Company, Inc.
Carol A. Cubberly
Ricki Mitnick
Mervyn & Kathleen McLaren
Carrie Dubinsky
Rochelle Galluzzi
Mr. & Mrs. Novak
Carol Rickert
Genie Taddeo
Mary Seat of Wisdom
Mary & Martha Guild
Niles Township Interagency Network
Susan Scatchell
Arlene Francone
Vincent & Ann Fontana
continued on page 7

Food Pantry Donors continued
Joanne & Steven Dude
Francis & Donna Horvath
Curtis & Sue Carlson
Warren & Irene Jinks
Ronald & Susan James
Diana Wendt
Waldemar & Therese Maier
James & Mary Schaefer
Andrew & Mary Lou Baffes
Shirley Patras
Robert & Gail Brandt
Patricia Long
John & Janet Miller
Frank & Elyse Donato

Ramona Jablon
Marilyn Lauesen
Sherry Gechrit
Cristina Gonzales
K. Pellegrinini
Siri Nelson
Patricia Bednarz
Park Ridge Pickups
John & Barbara Hartz
Marilyn Thomas
The South Church
Good Shepherd Community Church
Kimberly Hendee
Louise Friedenson

Sharon Cook
Kenneth Schoy
Jean Igoe
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
Kathleen Thornley
Bruce & Diane Erikson
Jeffrey & Rebecca Bork
Boyd & Carolyn Callahan
Debra Sanger
Redeemer Church
Park Ridge Community Church
Sarah Christian
Park Ridge Presbyterian Church
Ellen Valles

Rebecca Kay
Oakton Community College
Paula Stendel
Kokila Ray
MBD Martial Arts Academy
Sunny Corba
Tony Zappia
Prashant Singa

The above list was compiled mid-May.
If, by any chance, you were a donor and
your name is not listed above, please let
us know and accept our apologies.

MaineStreamers, Enhancing Lives After 55+
MaineStreamers are back on the road! Hop on our coach bus as we head on one of our exciting day trips:

Members Enjoying Spring Day Trips & Events

The Devil Wears Prada
A pre-Broadway world premiere
musical at the Nederlander
Theater. A joyous, funny, and
ultraglamorous story about
navigating life’s runway to
discover where you’re meant
to be.

Museum of
Illusions, Chicago

Chicago White Sox
vs. Kansas City Royals

Cheer on the White Sox as they
challenge the Kansas City Royals
at the beautiful Guaranteed
Rate Field.

St. Patrick’s Day
Luncheon

Joining MaineStreamers

For more information on this FREE membership, contact the MaineStreamers department
at 847-297-2510 or visit mainetown.com/mainestreamers.

The North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic

will be presenting an informational Zoom program on
the legal services it can offer our low income residents.
These services include representation in the areas of Immigration, Housing, and Domestic Violence.
(There are no income limits for representation in Domestic Violence matters.)

The program will be presented on

June 22, 2022 in English at 6:30 pm & in Spanish at 7:00 pm
RSVP and Register (847) 297-2510 ext 251 at which time zoom link will be emailed.
You may join the program at either 6:30 or 7:00 pm • In person viewing on screen available at Maine Township.
Mainely News • Summer 2022
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Town Hall Hours

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Mon - Fri : 9 AM - 5 PM

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER
Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/MTGovt

Subscribe to receive our email updates
(on our home page): www.mainetown.com

Upcoming Meetings & Events
Board Meetings on June 28, July 26, and August 23
at 7 PM. Check www.mainetown.com for information
about Board Meetings held via video conferencing.
Offices closed on June 20 for Juneteenth and
July 4 for Independence Day
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetown.com

How to Contact
Our Departments

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office . . . . . . . . . . . ext. 255
Clerk’s Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ext. 222
Code Enforcement Officer . .  ext. 259
General Assistance. . . . . . . . .  ext. 236

Peter Gialamas
Clerk

MaineStreamers . . . . . . . . . . .  ext. 260
Veteran’s Assistance . . . . . . .  ext. 236

Susan Moylan Krey
Assessor

Ed Beauvais
Highway Commissioner

Karen J. Dimond
Supervisor

MaineStay Youth
& Family Services . . . . . . . . . . ext. 261
Office of Emergency
Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ext. 232
Highway Department. . . 847-297-5225
You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township website:

www.mainetown.com
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Kimberly Jones
Trustee

Kelly Horvath
Trustee

James Maher
Trustee

Asif Malik
Trustee
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