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Karen’s
Column
Food Pantry News
and Requests
This year our food
pantry has been the
fortunate beneficiary
of many donations of food and money. Some
large donations have come from the Des
Plaines Community Foundation and the Park
Ridge Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber
members and I have been collecting donations
at the monthly “Cruisin’ Park Ridge” events
in downtown Park Ridge. (See the photo of
Spiderman and me at the event.)
We have used these donations to help fund
an over-due remodeling of our food pantry.
Fortunately, our own Maintenance Director,
Mike Samaan, and his staff were able to paint
the walls, replace the ceiling tiles, and spray
paint the shelves, which meant that we only
needed to use an outside vendor for installation
of the floor tiles. Of course, this flooring
replacement project required us to move all
the pantry supplies out of the pantry and then
back in again. We couldn’t have accomplished
this work without the help of volunteers who
donated about 270 hours of service during a
two-month period this past summer.
To further our goal of providing healthy food to
our food pantry patrons, we purchased a glassfronted refrigerator, which will help us offer
fresh vegetables and dairy products. We also
planted a small garden next to the township
offices, which has yielded some produce for
the pantry.
But our pantry could use donations of fresh
produce from YOUR garden too. Do you have
too many tomatoes? A surplus of squash?
A cornucopia of cucumbers? Bring those
vegetables to our pantry Monday through
Friday 9 to 5. And thank you!
We also used food pantry donations to help
fund our “Weekend Go Bags” for District 63
students during the summer. Many students
receive free breakfast and lunch while attending
continued on page 2

Community Garage Sale Set for Sept. 17
Maine Township’s 16th Annual Community Garage Sale is scheduled rain or
shine for Saturday, Sept. 17 from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. in the parking lot of Maine
Township Town Hall, 1700 Ballard Road, Park Ridge.
All proceeds from the event benefit the Adventure Maine Township Summer Camp.
Sponsors include Journal & Topics Newspapers, Chicago Behavioral Hospital,
Flood Brothers Disposal, Parkway Bank, State Senator Laura Murphy, State
Representative Marty Moylan, State Representative Michelle Mussman, and
Des Plaines Mayor Andrew Goczkowski.
For more information, visit mainetown.com/garagesale or contact Emily Toomey
at 847-297-2510 or etoomey@mainetown.com.

Maine Township Food Pantry

Park Ridge Chamber members (from l to r): JoAnn
Fosco, Sherry Watkins, Todd Gentile, and Trent Modglin
loading up a car with donations for the Maine Township
Food Pantry.
Park Ridge Car Show: Supervisor Dimond with Spiderman who, along
with members of the Park Ridge Chamber of Commerce, was at the
car show helping collect donations for the pantry.

Karen’s Column
continued from page 1

summer school, but they may be food
insecure on weekends. The small bags
of food we provided qualifying students
each Friday helped tide them over till the
next week of summer school. We plan to
continue this program in the fall.
We are proud of our pantry
improvements and invite you to stop by
and visit. And if think you or someone
you know may qualify to shop at our
pantry, do not delay in contacting us. The
Maine Township Food Pantry income
requirements are based on 300% of
the Federal Poverty Guidelines. These
guidelines were chosen so that working
individuals/families, who are having
difficulty meeting all of their needs, may
use our pantry. Our pantry is open on
Tuesdays and Fridays from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Call our office for more information
about applying to use our pantry at
847-297-2510 ext. 283.

Other Updates
This summer, I enjoyed meeting many
residents at National Night Out, while
I was serving beer at the Taste of Park
Ridge, and during the Memorial Day and
July 4th parades. Recently I met a few of
our capable residents at our Self-Defense
class. (See photos for action shots taken at
this class.)
A good thing about being over age 55,
is that one can join Mainestreamers.
Because I am a member, I have been
able to purchase tickets to their trips
this past summer to Mackinac island,
to Greendale, Wisconsin, and to Route
66 sites. Then there was the terrific
luau in our own parking lot. (See the
Mainestreamers column for photos and
on how to join.)
Looking forward to upcoming months, I
encourage you to join us (1) on September
17 for our very popular Community
Garage Sale; (2) on October 22, 2022
for a document shredding day; and (3)
on September 19 and October 27 for
presentations by the North Suburban
Legal Aid Clinic on “Power of Attorney“
and on the types of free representation the
clinic provides. Call or see our website for
more information.
As usual, we encourage you learn the
latest from us by signing up for our
monthly e-newsletter on our website
https://mainetown.com and following us
on Facebook: facebook.com/mtgovt.
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Hands-On Self-Defense Class
Maine Township hosted a hands-on SelfDefense Class presented by the Cook County
Sheriff’s Office. Several residents participated
and learned basic defensive tactics along
with awareness lessons.

4th of July
Right (l to r): Trustee
Asif Malik, Highway
Commissioner Ed Beauvais,
Clerk Peter Gialamas,
Trustee Kelly Horvath and
Supervisor Karen Dimond
attend 4th of July
Des Plaines Parade

Left, in front standing
(l to r): Supervisor
Dimond, Justin McIntyre
from the Highway Dept.,
Trustee Jim Maher,
Trustee Kimberly Jones,
Trustee Asif Malik —
and up on the truck is
Peter Jimenez from the
Highway Dept. at the
4th of July Park Ridge
Parade.

Maine Township will be hosting a

Free Shredding Event

Saturday, October 22, 2022 • 9 AM to 12 noon

in the Maine Township parking lot, 1700 Ballard Rd., Park Ridge
Please limit your shredding to three plastic or paper grocery-type
bags. Make sure to remove all paper clips, binder clips and rubber
bands. Staples are acceptable. Spiral notebooks and plastic notebooks
will not be accepted for shredding.

MaineStreamers, Enhancing Lives After 55+
Hop on our coach bus as we
head on one of our exciting
day trips or join us at one of
our special events:

Members Enjoying Spring Day Trips & Events

The Four C Notes
Seasons Greetings
Show

Kick off the holiday season
with this private show for
MaineStreamer members.

One of a Kind
Holiday Show,
Merchandise Mart

Now in its 21st year in Chicago,
this show, brings together
hundreds of artists, makers and
designers with shoppers who
love art and original work. The
best place in Chicago to find
unique and meaningful gifts
for the holiday

Horse drawn carriage tour of Mackinac Island

Hawaiian Luau, catered Pig Roast, Sun Rise Grill

Aloha Chicago Entertainment Hula Dancers

Na Kupuna Ukulele Club, Hawaiian Luau, featuring
MaineStreamer member, Norma Tsuhako

Joining MaineStreamers

For more information on this FREE membership, contact the MaineStreamers department
at 847-297-2510 or visit mainetown.com/mainestreamers.

MaineStay Youth & Family Services Fall Programs
Art in the Town – 9/12, 4-4:50 pm (ages 6-8) /
5-6 pm (ages 9-12) /10-weeks / free
This program helps participants enhance their artistic abilities
while increasing confidence and social skills.
Anxiety Coping Skills Group – 9/14 5-6 pm / 8 weeks /
ages 8-13 / $40
This group helps participants learn effective ways to deal with
stress and anxiety and emphasizes putting these skills into
practice in real life situations.
Screen Time Webinar – 9/19, 6:30-8 pm / free
This presentation will provide a reasoned, scientific, and
practical set of strategies for parents concerned about their child’s
screen time.
Mindfulness Matters Yoga – 9/20, 4-4:45 pm / 4 weeks /
ages 5-9 / $10
This class, taught by a certified yoga instructor, will help improve
mental health and attention span, reduce stress and anxiety, and
nurture children’s innate desire for movement and play.
Workshop Improv Theatre – 9/21, 4:30-5:30 pm /
8 weeks / ages 8-14 / free
This program focuses on confidence building, expressiveness, as
participants step outside their comfort zone and learn skills such
as listening, public speaking, problem solving, and teamwork.

Pride Program – 9/21, 6-7 pm /1st and 3rd Wednesdays /
ages 13-17 / free
This new program will provide a safe environment for young
people who identify as LGBTQ+, who are questioning their
affectional orientation or gender identity, or who are allies.
Cooking Class – 9/22, 4-6 pm /ages 8-17 /$10
This class, taught by an experienced chef, will teach different
cooking techniques, knife safety, and culinary concepts, designed
to encourage healthier lifestyle choices.
Slam Poetry Society – 9/29, 5-6 pm / 6-weeks /
ages 8-13 / free
This program helps participants learn how to write poetry for
managing and reflecting on their emotions, behaviors, and
experiences in a healthy way.
Parenting Class – 11/10, 6-7:30 pm / 6 weeks / $40
Using an engaging blend of video and discussion, this group
focuses on practical ways to be more effective parents.

For more information on these and other
MaineStay programs visit mainetown.com/mainestay,

email mainestay@mainetown.com, or call 847-297-2510.
Mainely News • Fall 2022
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TRUSTEE’S
CORNER
Trustee, Kimberly Jones
As summer winds down, the days
become cooler and the kids have gone
back to school we can spend some time
reflecting on what a whirlwind the summer has been at Maine
Township. In addition to the holiday parades that our elected
officials and Highway Dept. marched in; Maine Township hosted
many successful events and services over the past few months
including but not limited to electronics recycling, document
shredding and summer weekend go-bags, for children that may be
food insecure. A highlight for me was assisting with planning our
National Night Out, which took place on August 2nd. After a twoyear hiatus it was wonderful to see Maine Township families once

again enjoy a beautiful evening which included a reptile show, face
painting, balloon art, prizes and many more activities. The evening
was capped off with our traditional glow stick parade led by the Cook
County Sheriff. A good time was had by all! On August 9th, we also
partnered with the Cook County Sheriff ’s office to conduct a selfdefense class for our residents.
Looking forward, the fall season has many things to offer as well. On
September 17th, our annual Garage Sale returns in the parking lot of
Maine Township! We will also be hosting another document shredding
event on October 22nd and a North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic on
October 27th which will focus on legal representation in the areas
of immigration, housing and domestic violence. These are just a few
of the services that Maine Township provides to the community. For
more information, and to keep abreast of everything happening,
I encourage you to visit our website at www.mainetown.com.

CLERK’S CORNER
Clerk, Peter Gialamas
Hello All,
This was my 7th year as
the chairperson for Maine
Township’s National Night
Out and I think this was our
best one yet. After a two-year pandemic hiatus, we
came back strong having well over 600 people attend on
August 2nd at Dee Park. I want to personally thank all
the members of the volunteer committee for their hard
work and dedication. Also, many thanks to the Cook
County Sheriff ’s Department, Golf Maine Park District
and North Maine Fire Department for co-sponsoring
this wonderful community event with us.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 5 PM
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 222,
email pgialamas@mainetown.com
or visit www.mainetown.com

National Night Out

Trustees Kelly Horvath (left) and Kim Jones
(right) with a National Night Out volunteer.

Supervisor Karen Dimond, Director of Maintenance Assessor Moylan Krey and Directing
Mike Samaan, Code Enforcement Officer Nader
Chief Deputy Assessor Liz Coy talking
Ghazaleh, Administrator Dayna Berman
with residents
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Monika Jaroszewicz, MaineStreamer
Program Coordinator, handing out
water bottles to residents

Highway Department staff handing out popsicles
to residents

HIGHWAY
DEPARTMENT NEWS
Ed Beauvais,
Highway Commissioner
It has been a very busy summer for us at
the Highway Department. We have had the
distinct pleasure of participating in many
Township community events including the Des Plaines and Park Ridge
Memorial Day Parades, the 4th of July Parades in Niles and Des Plaines,
Taste of Park Ridge, Des Plaines National Night Out and many other
events. It has been nice to meet many residents along the way.
We have also had many major accomplishments to and around
improving Township infrastructure. We have worked with Com-Ed to
increase the number of LED streetlights and have also entered into an
initial agreement with MWRD on a large scale multi jurisdiction flood
mitigation project. This 17-million-dollar project intends to reduce flood
damage, increase storage, facilitate flow, and provide increased flood
protection in the Township.
The scope of the job includes stabilizing stream banks, culvert
replacements, retaining wall additions along with clearing and erosion
control at Farmers/Prairie Creeks. It also intends to provide additional
flood storage for Lake Mary Anne, inlet protection, a new outlet
structure and add an additional storm sewer across Golf Road.
According to a MWRD Engineer the project is expected to get underway
in the later part of 2023 if possible.
We have also completed drainage, paving and sewer operations on the
following roads and sidewalks under our annual improvement project:
Linnea Lane (Dead End to
Dead End), Des Plaines;
Oak Lane (Linnea to Golf),
Des Plaines; Emerson Street
(Potter to Dee), Des Plaines;
Sumac Road (Emerson
to Golf), Des Plaines;
Greenwood Circle, Des
Plaines; Chester Avenue
(Ballard to Davis), Niles;
James Court (Fernwood to
Dead End), Glenview
As we button up projects
before the cold weather sets
above: Highway
Commissioner Ed
Beauvais, Trustee
Asif Malik and
residents inspecting Curb, Sidewalk
and Gutter work
in progress on
Emerson Street.

left: Highway
Commissioner
Ed Beauvais with
crew checking
pitch on a storm
drainage pipe.

Highway Commissioner Ed Beauvais and crew, along with
Trustee Kimberly Jones and OEM Director Francisco Rojas
participating in 4th of July Parade.

in, we ask that you continue to show patience when in construction areas.
As fall approaches, winter is fast to follow and listed below are some
winter weather cautions:
• It is extremely helpful for residents to contact Code Enforcement
Officer (847) 297-2510 at Town Hall to report any abandoned cars
or cars parked in street without license plate or annual sticker, so
that the cars can be towed away and allow our crew to plow the
street from the curb, resulting in cleaner area. If you park your car
in the street, you may want to keep a shovel in your car to help you
clean parking place and please do not toss snow in the street, but in
right-of-way, so that the snow does not end up in your neighbor’s
driveway after they have paid someone to clean it.
• If you contract to have your driveway plowed, snow is to be
placed in your yard, not the street. Also make sure you have your
contractor shovel path to your mailbox, or you may want to ask
a friend, family member or neighbor to please bring your mail to
your door. Many local stores sell salt that can be sprinkled on your
sidewalk or driveway to melt a path to your door or garage.
• If you happen to notice an icy area on your property, sidewalk, or
street, it just may be a water main break and you would need to
contract water company (check your bill to see if 24-hour phone
number is listed) give them a call and they will come right out.
• The highway department utilizes one-ton trucks with snowplows
attached to plow streets on icy and snow slick streets. Please do
not try to stop our trucks or flag down our drivers, as weather
conditions make it extremely dangerous to be stepping in front or
behind our trucks. Call our office (847) 297-5225 or send email to
mthighway@aol.com describing your issue or concern.
• If you park in restricted parking area and your car is missing when
you return, call Gene’s Village Towing directly at (847) 537-9693
• If possible do not go out during inclement weather conditions.
If you need help, ask for it and remember to do a good deed for
others when and if you can. It makes a real difference in your
neighborhood and our community.

If we are currently on the other line or temporarily away from
the phone, please leave VM with your name, address, and phone
number. Your call will be returned within 24 hours Monday –
Thursday, messages left on Friday will be returned on Monday, for
quickest response email us at mthighway@aol.com or if you prefer
you may call and request an appointment. To report an emergency,
please call 911.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 7 AM to 3:30 PM
*Appointment Required* Call 847-297-5225
Mainely News • Fall 2022
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NEWS FROM
THE ASSESSOR
Assessor,
Susan Moylan Krey

As of August 26th, 2022, the Cook County Assessor did not assign
a date for Maine Township to open for the Triennial Reassessment.
By the time you receive this Mainely News article, you may or may
not have received your Reassessment Notice from the Cook County
Assessor’s office. The Notice reflects the estimated fair market value
based on current market prices. You will have a 30-day period
during which these values can be appealed. The last day to file an
appeal will be printed in the middle section of the notice.

Most Common Reasons to Appeal?
The most common reasons to file an appeal are:
1) Lack of Uniformity – “like type” of properties (similar square
footage, age, and construction), in the same neighborhood
and property class, are assessed less.

3) Major Error in Property Description – errors such as
incorrect square footage or property classification.
My office will be assisting residents with their questions
and concerns regarding their Reassessment Notices over the
telephone. It is recommended that you call 224-257-4830
for assistance.
If for some reason you are unable to file an appeal to the Cook
County Assessor, you will have a second opportunity to file an
appeal to the Cook County Board of Review later in the year or
early spring.
Hours: Monday–Friday from 9 AM to 4 PM
For more information, call 847-297-2510, ext. 255,
email smkrey@mainetown.com or visit www.mainetown.com

General Assistance

Recovery Month

The General Assistance department would like to announce
that we are once again partnering with CEDA to help
provide utility bill assistance (LIHEAP) to our residents
and beyond. We have begun making appointments for all
families and individuals that qualify. The new season begins
9/7/22. Be sure to inquire about the new water bill program
(LIWAP) when making your appointment to see if you
qualify for that as well. Appointments can made in person
or by calling 847-297-2510 ext. 236.

Recovery Month is a national
observance held every September
to educate Americans that
substance use treatment and
mental health services can
enable those with a mental and/
or substance use disorder to
live a healthy and rewarding life.
The Maine Township Recovery
Connection is a local resource for a national problem.
This connection breeds collaboration. With the help of
Maine Township hundreds of residents lives have been
transformed through recovery and rewarding careers at
local schools, restaurants, healthcare providers and more.

AARP Defensive Driving
Course
Complete AARP’s
Defensive driving course
on Monday, November 14th
& Wednesday, November
16th from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. and you may
earn a multiyear discount on your auto
insurance! During the two day class,
you will learn about skills and strategies
you can use on the road every day. Discover defensive
driving techniques to help you deal with aggressive drivers
as well as explore local laws and traffic rules for drivers.
To register please call 847-297-2510 ext. 244.
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2) Overvaluation – if you purchased a home in a recent arms’
length (open market) sale and the purchase price is less
than your 2022 Estimated Market Value or you have had an
appraisal you may file an appeal. A Settlement Statement
from a closing within the last three years or a USPAP
compliant appraisal within the last 18 months can be used
to support an appeal.
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By working with Recovery Connection, we help end the
stigma associated with addiction and continue to build a
strong and proud recovery community who make recovery
in all its forms possible.
With the world opening up again, the recovery connection
speaker’s bureau can be a resource to local groups,
faith institutions, and schools who would like a speaker
to discuss addiction and share their inspiring stories of
recovery with your group. In doing so, everyone helps to
increase awareness and foster a greater understanding
about mental health and substance abuse recovery.
Our Meetings are held every Friday at 7:30 PM at Oasis
Water Park, 7877 N. Milwaukee in Niles. If you would like
further information, please call 847-297-2510 ext. 233 or
email mcook@mainetown.com.

Local Events and Awards

“Dumpster Days” event. Our residents filled three full-sized
dumpsters with refuse from their homes. Maine Township assist
residents to dispose of unwanted items and works to prevent the
dumping of these types of items on our streets and sidewalks.

OEM Director Frank Rojas helping to man the township
table at the Taste of Des Plaines

(from l to r): Trustee Kimberly Jones, Clerk Peter Gialamas Supervisor Karen
Dimond, and Highway Commissioner Ed Beauvais at the Taste of Park Ridge.

Recognition of 100th anniversary of Cook County Sheriffs Police. The officers
in the photo are Cmdr. Patrick Murray (shaking Karen’s hand) and Timothy
O’Donnell. Also pictured is Penny Mateck-Greene from the Sheriff’s office.

The North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic

will be presenting an informational Zoom program on
the legal services it can offer our residents in Maine Township.
These services include representation in the areas of

Immigration, Housing, and Domestic Violence.

(There are no income limits for representation in Domestic Violence matters.)

The program will be presented on

October 27, 2022 in English at 6:00 pm & in Spanish at 6:30 pm
Register Now! 847-297-2510 ext 251
You may join the program at either 6:30 or 7:00 pm
A Zoom link will be available for individuals who cannot attend in person.

Join us at Maine Township to for a free, in person, informational session about

Powers of Attorney for health care and property.
This session is open to all township residents and some may be eligible to sign up for a free appointment
with an attorney to execute their powers of attorney documents at a later time.

The program will be presented on

September 19, 2022 at 10:30 am
Register Now! 847-297-2510 ext 252
Mainely News • Fall 2022
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Town Hall Hours

*****ECRWSSEDDM*****

Mon - Fri : 9 AM - 5 PM

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER
Follow us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/MTGovt

Subscribe to receive our email updates
(on our home page): www.mainetown.com

Upcoming Meetings & Events
Board Meetings on Sept. 27, Oct. 25, and Nov. 22
at 7 PM. Check www.mainetown.com for information
about Board Meetings held via video conferencing.
Offices closed on Sept. 5 for Labor Day, and Oct. 10
for Columbus Day, Nov. 11 for Veteran's Day, and
Nov. 24 & 25 for Thanksgiving.
For other meetings, please call 847-297-2510
or visit www.mainetown.com

How to Contact
Our Departments

MAINE TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Main Phone 847-297-2510
Departments/Extension Numbers
Assessor’s Office . . . . . . . . . . . ext. 255
Clerk’s Office. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ext. 222
Code Enforcement Officer . .  ext. 259
General Assistance. . . . . . . . .  ext. 236

Peter Gialamas
Clerk

MaineStreamers . . . . . . . . . . .  ext. 260
MaineStay Youth
& Family Services . . . . . . . . . . ext. 261

Susan Moylan Krey
Assessor

Ed Beauvais
Highway Commissioner

Karen J. Dimond
Supervisor

Recovery Connection. . . . . . . ext. 233
Office of Emergency
Management . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ext. 232
Highway Department. . . 847-297-5225
You may also e-mail any department
by accessing the Township website:

www.mainetown.com
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Kimberly Jones
Trustee

Kelly Horvath
Trustee

James Maher
Trustee

Asif Malik
Trustee
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